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Suzanne Moore; 
Diana and her 
genius for PR 



Sun sets on millennium vision 
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A buried dream: Tony Blair sent Michael Heseltine away empty-handed when he went to plead for the project at the site at Greenwich, above 
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common tax plan 




\ 


Sarah Helm 

Brussels 


The European Commission yesterday 
confirmed that, after monetary union, 
European member stales may move 
towards a Europe-wide economic 
policy - which could include a 
common tax regime across the EU- 
Yves Thibault de Silguy, the 
Economics Commissioner, is drawing 
up proposals for deeper economic 
integration among member states 
who join the single currency, a 
spokesman said. 


Among the areas Mr de Silguy is ex- 
amining are harmonisation of direct 
and indirect taxation, as well as the so- 
cial security systems in member states. 

Asked if a future common Euro- 
pean income tax could be ruled out. 
the spokesman said: “No, 1 am unable 
to do so." Variation in carrent tax lev- 
els between member states creates 
“unfair competition between tax sys- 
tems," according to Commission 
officials. 

The initiative was disclosed after The 
Independent revealed that France and 
Germany want EU treaty changes at 


the Amsterdam summit in June to al- 
low for the future creation of a single 
tax and social security regime. Both 
Bonn and Paris yesterday denied that 
they were tabling separate proposals 
for a joint taxation and social 
security policies. 

However, according to a confiden- 
tial draft report on “flexible" decision- 
making, prepared by the 
secretary-general of the Council of 
Ministers, Jurgen Trumpf, and shown 
to The Independent, a core alliance of 
member states are calling for “flexi- 
bility" to be applied to economic pol- 


icy-making under monetary union. 
Flexibility is the idea that a group of 
states can forge ahead ot other EU na- 
tions, and taxation and social securi- 
ty-are specifically mentioned as areas 
to which it should apply. 

The Government was caught com- 
pletely unprepared by the Independent 
report, to such an extent that the For- 
eign Secretary, Malcolm Rtfkind, was 
required to brief the Cabinet on iL 

One well-placed government source 
said he knew nothing of it, but it would 
be vetoed in any ev ent - which is what 
leading the Tory Euro-sceptic MP John 


Redwood demanded in the House dur- 
ing Treasury questions. Financial Sec- 
retary' Michael Jack told him: “That. 
I think, is a hypothetical question 
which you ask, for the very simple and 
straightforward reason that no such 
proposal, as you describe, exists." 

The Cabinet appeared to be Jess 
certain than Mr Jack, and frantic 
British efforts were ordered to track 
down the source and strength of what 
one minister described as the ‘very un- 
helpful" plans. 

John Redwood, pagel7 
Leading article, pageL5 
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Police Bill retreat 

The Home Secretary, Michael 
Howard has backed down over 
controversial proposals on po- 
lice surveillance operations un- 
der the Police Bill in the face of 
almost certain defeat in the 
Lords. Page 2 

Evans to leave BBC 

. Chris Evans, the anarchic and 
. highly paid broadcaster who re- 
| vitalised Radio One's ra rings 
with his breakfast show, re- 
signed from the BBC Page 2 
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pi?. . LLee Clegg, the paratrooper re- 
I leased from prison after serving 
r two years for the murder of a 
Belfast teenage joyrider, is to 
have! his case heard by the 
Court of Appeal. Page 5 
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And now, for a change, good news 
to prove that people have a heart 


James Cusick 


Tales of rags to riches, and in 
one case rags to parliamentary 
contender, airfaced yesterday as 
evidence that the Good Samar- 
itan is still alive and well and liv- 
ing in both Cirencester and 
London’s Kings Road. 

As the political debate over 
how to treat Britain’s haves and 
have-nots continues, an old 
fashioned story emerged of 
bow a beauty queen turned 
matriarchal aristocrat Lady 
Apsley, had rescued a homeless 
man - and his Alsatian dog. 

The man, Oliver Lomasney, 
25, and the dog, Ryan, were of- 
ten noticed in by Lady Apsley 
as the two sat together in the 
streets of Cirencester wrapped 
pathetically in ragged blankets. 
Lady Apsley, who lives on the 
nearby £30m. family estate, al- 
ways gave him a pound as she 
passed, but the gesture never 
seemed not enough. Curiously, 
and against the belief of the 



Good Samaritan: Lady Apsley, and Oliver Lomasney with Ryan Photographs: Bruce Sea brook 


Home Office minister, David 
Maclean, Mr Lomasney was not 
aggressive nor Scottish. 

After talking and finding him 
well mannered, she went into 
action. Not exactly in line with 
Baroness Thatcher’s wisdom 
that the Good Samaritan was 
only effective because he had 


some cash, Lady Apsley in- 
stead used her influence and 
contacts at an engineering firm 
to pull the man to safety. 

Lady Apsley, 31, said: “1 
think the fact that 1 am tilled 
and live in a big house makes 
it even more important for me 
to help someone in his posi- 


tion." Mr Lomasney was yes- 
terday working on the Grenad- 
ier bypass. “I was very surprised 
that she even took the time to 
talk to me let alone help." 

Changing the perception that 
tramps and ladies do mix is the 
aim of former tramp, Stephen 
Smith, who yesterday an- 


nounced he wanted to sit in the 
House of Commons. If he wins 
the WirraJ South by-election 
where he standing as the Justice 
Party' candidate, he says he will 
offer his services to both Con- 
servative or Labour as their 
Minister of the Gutter. 

Mr Smith. 53, homeless on 
the streets of London for five 
years in the 1970s, said his de- 
cision was influenced by the cur- 
rent debate over beggars. 

Mr Smith's own Lady Apsley 
was a 24-year-old German 
tourist She saw him begging in 
the King's Road when he was 
extremely ill. They spoke and 
eventually married. “Meeting 
Hannelofe | bis wifej trans- 
formed my life." he said as he 
attacked Mr Maclean’s com- 
ment that people chose a life of 
begging. “How can people be on 
the streets our of choice. Thai s 
a diabolical statement. I think 
it's time somebody stood up and 
made a noise about the number 
of homeless people." 


Capitalism threatens freedom, says Soros 


David Usbome 

New York 


When George Soros speaks, the world’s 
markets listen. This time, though they 
may not believe whal they hear. Mr Soros 
is proclaiming that capitalism and its sys- 
tem of speculative trading - the same sys- 
tem that has brought him billions - has 
supplanted Communism as the princi- 
ple threat to freedom. 

It is a stunning conversion from the 


man who has long been viewed as the 
Midas of the currency markets. His ex- 
traordinary success was vividly demon- 
strated in 1992 when bets he made on 
the pound knocked Britain's currency 
out of the European exchange rate 
mechanism. 

The new Soros doctrine is laid out in 
a 7,000 article in the magazine, -4//an/ic 
Monthly. Entitled “The Capitalist 
Threat”, it argues that worship of “the 
magic of the marketplace is under- 


mining social values of morality and re- 
sponsibility and risks giving rise to ex- 
tremist political leaders. 

“The arch enemy of an open society 
is no longer the Communist threat but 
the capitalist one," Mr Soros writes in 
the article. “It is wrong to make ‘survival 
of the fittest’ a leading principle in a 
civilised society". He argues that in- 
equality is rampant because “laissez-faire 
ideology has effectively banished income- 
or wealth-redistriburion". 


Mr Soros goes on: “I have made a 
fortune on the international financial 
markets, and yet I now fear that the un- 
trammelled intensification of laissez-faire 
capitalism and the spread of market val- 
ues into al! areas of life is endangering 
our open and democratic society". 

Mr Soros’s own fortune is worth 
about £6bo. But since 1979 be has been 
channelling part of his wealth to pro- 
democracy causes through his own 
Open Society Foundation. 




Labour and Tories 
trade the blame 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


Christian Wotmar 

Westminster Correspondent 

The £5S0m Millennium Exhi- 
bition looked doomed la>t 
night, with the Tories and 
Labour wrangling over who 
was to blame. 

In an extraordinary and des- 
perate attempt lo save his eher- 
ished scheme for a huge dome 
ai Greenwich. Michael Hesel- 
une. the Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter. went cap in hand to Tony 
Blair's offices at the House of 
Commons to beg Labour to give 
its sanction for the project. He 
was looking for a guarantee of 
an extra OJOm in contingencies 
in addition to the £200m already 
promised by the Millennium 
Commission. 

He left empty handed after 
what was described by Mr 
Blair's office as “an amicable 
meeting”. The Labour leader 
stuck to the line set out by Jack 
Cunningham, shadow Nation- 
al Heritage secretary, to the ef- 
fect that Labour, while 
supporting the scheme, would 
not allow any extra money to be 
earmarked for the exhibition. 

Mr Cunningham admitted 
that the existing grandiose pro- 
ject for a huge dome housing a 
dozen pavilions on the theme of 
“lime" might not go ahead 
without Labour's immediate 
agreement. He raised the 
prospect of a more modest 
project on the re-claimed 
Greenwich site, although Mr 
Heseltine is Likely to make a last- 
ditch attempt to rescue his pet 
scheme with further negotia- 
tions and possible alterations. 

The Government had want- 
ed to issue a j oinl declaration 
with the Opposition over the fu- 
ture of the scheme but Labour 
wanted to add a paragraph to 
the effect that it reserved the 
right to review it after the elec- 
tion if it won and that there 
should be a limit to the budget. 

Labour’s co-operation is es- 
sential because private sponsors, 
which are expected to con- 
tribute up to f 150m, will not 
commit themselves until 


political certainty is removed. 
Government sources and Mil- 
lennium Central, which Is to or- 
ganise the exhibition, argue 
that the project cannot "go 
ahead unless Labour agrees to 
underwrite the contingency, es- 
timated at between U95ni and 
£2 19m. in addition to the £580m 
budget, for bad weather or cost 
overruns. 

Simon Jenkins, chairman of 
the Millennium Commission's 
exhibition sub-committee, said 
the exhibition would have to be 
cancelled if the organisers had 
to wait until after the election for 
the go-ahead. “We can't have 
hanging over this project the pos- 
sibility that in four months it will 
be cancelled." he warned 
Labour. He said con tracts need- 
ed to be signed and 50 staff were 
waiting to start work. 

A spokesman for Millennium 
Central also criticised Labour, 
saying: “It’s time Labour came 
clean. If they are against the 
project, they should admit it and 


, without 


The Government's majori- 
ty was wiped out yesterday 
with the death of lain Mills, 
56. the MP for Meriden - 
reducing its voting strength 
to 322 against the combined 
Opposition's 323. Mr Mills 
had a majority of 14,699. 
Two by-elections are now 
pending in Tory seats. 

Report, page 2 

refuse to back it Instead they 
are Hying to kill it off without 
getting the blame." 

Mr Cwnineftam said Labour 
was not responsible for the 
Government’s failure to pro- 
duce a coherent project. 

He issued a chronology of 
meetings and conversations he 
has had with the organisers 
and Virginia Bouomley, the 
National Heritage Secretary, 
and said: “Ever since October. 
J have been told ] must sign this 
statement now or the scheme 
will collapse." 
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WTs the stoiy about the price of bananas 


Yesterday I received a press 
release entitled "Conservative 
Party News". BANANAS 
FOR BROWN, was the 
heading, and it purported to 
be a statement from the 
Thalchcrite intelleciual MP, 
Alan Duncan. 

It went on. “Here is a 
bunch of bananas for Gordon 
Brown, who has made a 
complete monkey of himself 
with this disgraceful lie and 
smear [ie over putative Torv 
plans to levy VAT on food].' * 
Labour is desperately trying 
to cover up for the fata that 
they have £30hn of spending 
pledges and don't know 
where the money is coming 
from". Unfortunately no 
bananas were attached to the 
press release. Yet another 
broken Tory promise 7 

Labour would sav so. All 



Labour members 
are beginning to 
enjoy having a 
leader who does 
not fall in the sea 
or wear silby hats 


their efforts were bent 
towards making their sew 
“nightmare fifth Tory term” 
charge stick; all Tory ones to 
painting a picture of current 
plenitude and past disaster. 

In the heat and smoke of this 
mock battle, concepts such as 
information, accountability, 
argument and resolution 
stood little chance. 

The day had “started in the 
gutter”, argued Treasury 
minister, Michael Jack. But 
the game was given away by 
his colleague, Philip 
Oppenheim, answering yet 
another query about VAX 
Labours campaign was “so 
silly, so catty, it makes demon 
eyes look positively cerebral, 
quite spiritual, in 
comparison". Oh yes. 

It was left to yet another 
Treasury frontbencher. 


Angela Knight, to do most of 
the Tory cheerleading. Ms 
Knight resembles nothing so 
much as the principal boy in a 
village pantomime, with a 
lean and muscular frame, the 
haircut of a 70s male rock- 
star and a ruthless way of 
dealing with the poetry of her 
brief. Her flat tones rolled 
out the stats and the claims 
with machine-gun 
relentlessness, as her- hand 
adjusted the ride of her skirt 
along her boyish thighs. 

Tourism was booming. 
“Blackpool", she averred, 

“has more tourists than 
Portugal and more hotel beds 
than Greece”. I was just 
wondering how- it was that 
Greece did not close down 
every time it hosted a party 
conference, when William 
W&Idegrave helpfully blamed 


high taxation levels on a 
previous government. “We 
have the lowest personal 
taxation since 1915 . Then the 
Liberals came into Ihe war 
cabinet and started to finance 
the war by borrowing." he 
charged. The Tories 
presumably would have funded 
it through VAT on dogs. 

This nonsense was still 
racing when the Prime 
Minister entered the 
Chamber to cheerful cries of 
“where's the ’at?" from 
Labour members, who are 
be ginning to enjoy having a 
leader who does not fall into 
the sea or wear silly 'ats. 
Question one, from Labour's 
William O'Brien, was about 
VAX Had not the Prime 
Minister promised not to put 
VAT on fuel - and then put 
VAT on fuel? Mr Major 


blustered. Tony Blair asked 
the same question three 
times. Thrice Mr Major 
stonewalled, but this will avail 
him nothing since, earlier. 
Labour's Alastair Darling 
triumphantly claimed to have 
incriminating film of the 
Prime Minister and the 
Chancellor together, 
discussing VAT on food. 

The Prime Minister 
referred two other VAT 
inquiries to the answer he 
hadn't given several times, 
but by now the assaults were 
like firing siege catapults at 
flattened walk Thus it is that, 
18 years after “Labour isn't 
working", the Conservatives 
are finally reaping wbat they 
then sowed- 1 went off to 
commission a poster featuring 
Mr Duncan, under the slogan 
“Yes. we have no bananas". 


significant shorts 


Missing giri Launch a 
linked to privatenyal 
bloody dothing yadit, says peer 


Hopes faded last night for 
the missing schoolgirl Zoe 
Evans as forensic scientists 
examined blood-stained 
clothing found during a mas- 
sive police search. 

Detectives believe the 
stains match the nine-year- 
old’s blood group, although 
confirmation of DNA tests 
are still awaited- 

The dothing of a young 


Plans to replace the royal 
yacht Britannia with a private 
vessel funded by banks are 

being drawn up by 

campaigners against the 

decommissioning of the boa. 

As the Britannia, prepared 
for its final voyage last night. 
Lord Ashbourne, chairman 
of the all-pany royal yacht 
group, said the group was still 
hoping the Government' \ 


girl as well as a bloodied gar- would decide to pay the- 

raeni belonging to a man fSOm cost 

were discovered during However, Lord Ashbftume 
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BBC parts company 
with loosest cannon 
as Chris Evans 
leaves Radio 1 show 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

The BBC and its most unpre- 
dictable presenter decided to 
part company yesterday. Chris 
Evans the millionaire, anar- 
chic broadcaster who helped re- 
vitalise the fortunes of Radio 1 
in his two years with the station, 
has handed in his notice. 

Evans bad told Radio 1 con- 
troller Matthew Bannister he 
wanted every Friday off, an 
unprecedented demand by a 
presenter of the all important 
breakfast show. Mr Bannister 
told Evans that it did not fit in 
with his plans for the station’s 
schedule, and Evans will leave 
at the end of March. 

Evans, a former presenter of 
Channel 4 s The Big Breakfast 
hosts and is the driving force be- 
hind a current Channel 4 cult 
hit 777 Friday, which explains his 
need to devote Fridays to tele- 


vision work. He also runs his 
own production company. 

But behind the end of Evans's 
relationship with Radio 1 lies 
more than a simple demand for 
time off. As with the case of 
Kenny Everett a quarter of a 
century ago. Radio 1 hired an 
inventive and anarchic broad- 
caster to help boost its ratings 
with young listeners, and then 
found to its chagrin that it too 
became a target of the on-air ir- 
reverence and satire. 

When Evans joined Radio L 
h was in the doldrums. It paid 
his company Ginger Produc- 
tions £1.4m to produce the 
breakfast show. He drew an ex- 
tra 600,000 listeners, attracting 
a total of over 7 million but the 
techniques he employed made 
his bosses increasingly nervous. 

He once missed a show be- 
cause of a hangover (and was 
fined £7,000, a day’s pay); he 
constantly bragged about his 



were oupcvvcicu uiuuv — . . 

searches near Zoe’s home at said be was beginning to feel 
Warminster, Wiltshire. that the only way forward 

Over 200 soldiers based might be to try for a j 
nearby joined police to re- 11 

check woodland and under- could be built and men 
growth close to where the leased back to the stale for 
dark-haired riri was last seen 20 years. The running costs 
on Saturday with a blond for the new boat could be 
shaven-headed young man. £5m per year, wmpared with 

3 £l0m for the Bmanraq . Fran 
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Twist in 

Jewish feud Belfast weste rn 

SSKSaSS itswatofirca±, 

has taken a bizarre twist after A futuristic £32m nveisnte 
the Chief Rabbi, Dr Jonathan concert hall and conference 
Sacks, refused to pull out of a centre opens in Belfast today 
tribute to the late Rabbi as part of an effort to regen- 
Hugo Gryn. crate the Victorian city. 

Dr Sacks, who is chosen by The launch of the circular 
the Orthodox, tried to defuse building, known as the "Vfe- 
the row by saying he would terfroat Hall, will be thanked 
only be taking part in next over the new few weeks with 
month's meeting because of appearances of local artists 
Rabbi Giyn’s important . such as Kenneth Branagh, 
inter-faith work. But furious Vhn Morrison, Barry Don- 
Orthodox leaders say Dr glas, James Galway and 
Sacks is giving credence to Sinead O’Connor, as welt as 
the position of Rabbi Giyn. a international guests. Band 
reformist who was one of the McKittrick 
most respected Jewish 
leaders in the country. 

Andrew Brown Awlfnni 1 IT1 



And it’s goodbye from him: Chris Evans told Radio 1 he wanted to be given every Friday off Now he has the whole week 


salary on air, he negotiated a 
doubling of boliday entitlement 
to 12 weeks and a later start for 
the show; he threatened to hit 
lottery presenter Antbea Turn- 
er, made crude jokes and brand- 


ed marry of his listeners "thick.” 

More than 30 complaints 
about Evans were upheld by 
broadcasting watchdogs dur- 
ing his time on the breakfast 
show. When Mr Bannister 


ticked him off Evans respond- 
ed on air. “We were talking to 
the boss, the fat Controller," he 
said. “How ungrateful is this 
guy? Before we joined he 
was slipping down the bannis- 


ter — he was out on his ear." 

Mr Bannister said last night: 
"Chris is an enormously tal- 
ented broadcaster who has 
made a tremendous contribu- 
tion to the network." 


MP’s death ends Tory majority 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

The Government's Commons 
majority was wiped out yester- 
■dav with the death of the Con- 
servative MP for Meriden, Iain 
Mills. 

Havinp already lost its tech- 
nical majority through the dis- 
affection of backbencher Sir 
John Gorst - who is contra urag 
his non-cooperation protest 
against the closure of the acci- 
dent and emergency depart- 
ment of a local hospital - the 


Government's strength in the 
House was reduced to 322 votes 
by Mr Mills’ death, against 323' 
for the combined opposition 
parties. . 

While the formal move into 
minority will have no immedi- 
ate impact, it adds to govern- 
ment difficulties and will further 
sap Conservative morale at 
Westminster. Tbiy MPs are 
already facing the prospect of 
a Labour war of attrition in tbe 
Commons, through the with- 
drawal of cooperative “pairing" 
arrangements, which means 


that they have to remain on con- 
stant stand-by for opposition 
ambush. 

The Government’s frustra- 
tion was illustrated by a series 
of votes on the Crime (Sen- 
tences) Bill on Wednesday 
night, when a handful of Liberal 
Democrats forced more than 
200 Conservative to re- 
main in the Commons - even 
though Labour Chief Whip 
Donald Dewar had told his 
MPs that they would not be 
required to stay. 

But the real problems could 



A neck iifiury can mean 
months of visits to a 
specialist for treatment 
And, if you’re not adequately 
covered, it can also mean 
months of expensive bills. 

Some policies don’t cover 
treatments like osteopathy 
and chiropractic. And, 
incredibly, some dent give 
you full cover for basics fike 
specialist consultations and 


Primecare, from Prime 
Health offers all this cover 
and much more - at a price 
that’s equivalent to some 


come on the critical committee 
stages of legislation like the Fi- 
nance Bill, which implements 
the Budget 

As The Independent reported 
yesterday, no agreement has 
been readied between the Gov- 
ernment and opposition about 
the composition of the Finance 
Bill Committee, for which the 
Opposition is arguing there 
should now be an even balance 
between the two sides, and no 
government majority. 

If that question cannot be re- 
solved by negotiation by next 
week, then it might well hove to 
be resolved by a vote of the 
whole House - and Mr Mills’s 
death could mean defeat for the 
Government. 

An even balance on legisla- 
tive committees means that the 
Government could not cany its 
own amendments because, in 
the event of a tie, the chair by 
convention easts its vote for the 



Iain Mills: Death wipes out 
Government's majority 

status quo. Meanwhile, Number 
10 appeared determined to sol- 
dier on. and the record of the 
last Labour government 
showed there is no reason why 
that should not continue. 

The 1974-79 Labour regime 
suffered 42 Commons defeats 


before it was ousted in March 
1979. 

.Although there were few de- 
tails available on the death of 
Mr Mills, whose body was dis- 
covered yesterday at his London 
flaL government whips had 
been concerned that he was one 
of four MPs missing from Tues- 
day's vote on the second read- 
ing of the Finance Bill. One 
government source said he had 
been missing without permis- 
sion. even though he had often 
been off sick before. He was de- 
scribed by one source as “a 
heart attack waiting to happen". 

The 56-year-old MR a former 
parliamentary aide to Norman 
Tebbiu had a 14.699 vote ma- 
jority in Meriden at the 1992 
general election, and had rep- 
resented the constituency since 
1979. A by-election will be 
overtaken by tbe general 
election, even if that does not 
take place until 1 May. 


Booth in court 
teacher dash 

Government lawyers are set 
to clash in the High Court 
with Cberie Booth QC, wife 
of Labour leader Tony Blair, 
after a teaching union’s 
successful bid to challenge a 
dampdown on teachers’ early 
retirement. 

The Association of 
Teachers and Lecturers, 
represented by Ms Booth, 
yesterday won permission 
from a High Court judge for 
a hearing over their claim 
that government guidance 
aimed at blocking a stampede 
of departing teachers is 
unlawful. Lucy Ward 


Belfast wcate on 
fewaterfront 

A futuristic £32m riverside 
concert hall and conference 
centre opens in Belfast today 
as part of an effort to regen- 
erate the Victorian city. 

The launch of foe' circular 
bofiding, known as the "Wa- 
terfront Hall, wfli be marked 
over the new few weeks with 
appearances of local artists 
such as Kenneth Branagh, ' 
Vhn Morrison, Barry Dou- 
glas. James Galway and 
Sinead O’Connor, as well as 
international guests. Band 
McKittrick 

Ayckbourn 
faces fresh 
theatre cuts 

The Scarborough theatre run 
by Sir Alan Ayckbourn is 
being threatened with a cut 
again from local politicians 
just weeks after foe *Tuwic. - 
or lawies" row. 

Sir Alan won the battle to 
stop Scarborough council 
cutting its funding by £50,000 
of the Stephen Joseph 
Theatre-In-The-RouivL 

But now an even bigger cut 
is threatened by North 
Yorkshire County Council. It 
is to debate terminating its 
£70,500 grant to foe theatre, 
about one sixth of the 
Stephen Joseph’s regular 
public funding. 
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loses i 
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Recycled paper made up 4U2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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Police surveillance 
plans to be checked 
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Prime Health 


Lucy WPrd 

Education Correspondent 

Britain came bottom in an in- 
ternational numeracy study of 
adults in seven industrialised 
countries, heightening concern 
over flagging basic skills. 

The Government-backed 
survey, published yesterday, 
found Britons struggled to per- 
form tasks such as multiplying 
6 by 21 and subtracting 1.78 
from S. Only one in five British 
adults managed to answer all 
12 questions correctly, com- 
pared with nearly half those 
tested in Japan, which topped 
the table. The UK also lagged 
behind France, Holland, Den- 
mark, Sweden, and Australia. 

The study, commissioned by 
tbe Basic Skills Agency also re- 
vealed Britons were for more 
likely than adults in other 
countries to flee at the vety 
thought of a maths test 

Out of a representative sam- 
ple asked to complete the pen 
and paper tasks in each coun- 
tiy, one in eight in the UK re- 
fused even to look at the tests. 
Elsewhere, virtually all those 
asked to take part did so. 

Evidence that the British 
are poor at maths comes a 
week after another interna- 
tional study showed tbe nation 


is also falling behind badly on 
jiteracy standards. Research 
hi 14 countries by the Organi- 
sation for Economic Coopera- 
tion and Development revealed 
nearly half of adults in the UK 
lack the literacy skills needed 
to cope with life, such as un- 
derstanding a bus timetable. 

Both main political parties 
are vying to put higher basic 
skills standards at the centre of 
their election campai gn s. 
Gillian Shephard, the Secretary 
of State for Education and Em- 
ployment, will announce ini- 
tiatives to boost literacy and 
numeracy levels among recent 
school leavers later this month, 
while Labour will unvefl details 
of plans to improve primary 
pupils' reading skills. 

The Basic Skills Agency nu- 
meracy study was accompa- 
nied by research showing how 
poor maths skills can damage 
employment prospects. 

Academics at London's City 
University who have been mon- 
itoring the lives of L700 people 
born in 1958, found just under 
a quarter had “very low nu- 
meracy skills’’, making every- ■ 
day tasks difficult. Men with , 
poor numeracy were more 

prone to unemployment, while 

women were more likely to be 1 
in part-time jobs. I 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

The Government has been 
forced to retreat over contnv 
versial proposals on police sur- 
veillance operations. Home 
Office ministers began making 
changes last night to foe Police 
Bill, hoping to avert an almost 
certain defeat in the House of 
Lords on Monday. 

The move came after 
Labour, which had originally 
backed Michael Howard’s plans 
10 allow extensive surveillance 
without a warrant, changed its 
stance in the face of fierce 
protests from the legal profes- 
sion. If foe Home Secretary had 
not hacked down his learn 
would have been exposed to a 
hostile alliance oF opposition 
peers and law lords. 

Last night an amicable reso- 
lution again looked more like- 
ly. even though the moves did 
nnt appear to be enough to sat- 
isfy foe Bar Council, one of Ihe 
leading critics of the Govern- 
ment’s plans. 

Amendments due to be 
tabled today will ensure that foe 
security commissioner who 
oversees the surveillance oper- 
ations is notified of them hy the 
police as soon as is practically 
possible. The Independent un- 
derstands. They will also allow 
the commissioner Vo quash ap- 


plications even where there 
have been no complaints. 

Changes which had been 
tabled last night will also pro- 
vide extra protection for pro- 
fessionals such as lawyers and 
journalistswho keep confiden- 
tial files. The Prime Minister 
would decide how many com- 
missioners should be appoint- 
ed - the Bill had provided for 
only one but Labour wants at 


6 This kind of 
protection 
is necessary 
if the public 
are to be 
protected 9 

least three. 

Labour's changes go further 
than those tabled by the Gov- 
ernment, though, and there 
may still be- a tight vote on the 
issue when foe Bill reaches the 
Lords on Monday. The Oppo- 
sition party wants the commis- 
sionets to give prior consent for 
all .surveillance operations un- 
less time constraints make this 
impossible, Labour also wants 


lawyers, journalists and doctors 
to be protected from surveil- 
lance unless there is evidence 
that they are involved in crim- 
inal activity, while the Govern- 
ment is content simply that the 
commissioner should see any 
plans within 48 hours. 

Labour also wants a tighter 
definition of the “serious crime” 
which can trigger a covert po- 
lice operation under the BUI, 

Last night Labour’s home af- 
fairs spokesman, Jack Straw, 
said he was not ready to com- 
ment on the Government’ s pro- 
posals until he had seen them. 
Although civij liberties should ' 
be protected, crime must be' 
tackled effectively, he said. 

“This kind of surveillance is 
necessary if the public are to be 
protected from ruthless crimi- 
nals. Our amendments, if ac- 
cepted. will ensure that the 
police have the powers which 
they need," he said. 

However, the chairman of the 
Bar Council, Robert Owen OG 
said he did not believe the 
Government’s changes went 
far enough. He predicted' that 
the issues would still be hofot 
debated in the House of Lords' t 
debate. 1 

‘This does not seem to meet 
the fundamental points about 
prior authorisation and foe full 
protection of legal profession- 
al privilege," he said. 
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Ayckbourn 
feces fresh 
theatre cuts 

The Scarborough ihcoirr; 
by Sir Alan AvcktvuntR 
being threatened with as 
again from local politicly .. 
just weeks after the "hmt .3 
or Savvies" row. 

Sir Alan won the bank 1 . 
Mop Scarborough council 
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oi the Stephen Joseph 
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But now an even bigtert 
> threatened by North* 
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;> u> debate terminating, its 
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Sivphoi Joseph's regular 
: ai>i:c tun Jins. 
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Ford puts Liverpool on road to nowhere 



Something for everyone: (From top) The Escort in 
its 1968 incarnation; the '75 model; the XR3; and 
the latest model, to be built in Germany or Spain 




s car 
loses its grip 


Michael Harrison 


It is a post war motoring phenomenon to rank along- 
side the VW Beetle, the Mini and fee Fiat Uno. It is 
driven by princesses, travelling salesmen and boy 
racers alike, it is in its 30th year and its fifth incarna- 
tion. In short; itis one of that rare breed - a people's 
car. Until yesterday, fee Ford Escort was also part of 
fee lifeblood of Merseyside. 

When the sixth generation Escort appears on British 
roads in 19% or 1999 it will have been built not on 
Merseyside but in Spain or Germany. Ford says fee 
reason is economics - it cannot justify fee cost of pro- 
ducing the car in three different locations. But fee 
death of Escort production in Britain is at least as 
much due to changing markets, consumer tastes and 
Indifferent response to the latest version of the car. 

Since the Escort was launched in 1968, worldwide 
sales have reached nearly 18 million - of which 3.8 mil- 
lion have been sold in Britain. Even Diana, Princess of 
Wales, once owned one. 

The first Escort produced in Britain went from 
CNSQmph in a stately 2Z3 seconds and did a top speed 
of 79mph. The latest 1 .8 fuel injection 2-door cabriolet 
reaches 60mph in 10 seconds and has a top speed of 
120mph. But sales have been slipping as motorists be- 
gan demanding something different - a 4x4, or a people 
carrier, or a small, concept car - and company fleets no 
longer insisted on buying British. Ford cRd not help senti- 
ment with its latest redesign of fee Escort. In April 1995, 
the Escort came bottom in a car satisfaction survey from 
US marketing information company JD Power. 

In the late 1 1980s, fee Escort commanded a tenth of 
fee British car market. Last year 129,000 Escorts were 
sold in Britain - a market share of just 6 per cent This 
was partly fee result of Ford qurttingfee rental market, 
but it was also due! to car-buyers opting for something 
a little more exotic arid usually imported. 

Garei Rhys, professor of motor industry economics 
at Cardiff University Business School says: “The prob- 
lem for Ford is that nowadays consumers want a 
broader choice - offroad and multi-purpose vehicles 
for Instance - which means it is much harder to keep 
up. large sales volumes of Individual models. There is a 
variety on fee forecourts now fee like of which we have 
not seen .since the 1920s.” 


Gloom at 
Halewood plant 
as company 
cuts a third of 
workforce 

Michael Harrison and 
David Gar fin kef 

A dark cloud bung over Mersey- 
side yesterday as workers at 
Fbni's Halewood plant wailed 
to see if Lhey would still have 
their jobs at the cad of the day. 
The official announcement 

that onc-ihird of the workforce 
would be made redundant cast 
serious doubts over the plant's 
future, which has been building 
the Escort for almost 30 years. 

Union leaders said (hat they 
would fight Ford's decision to 
move the manufacture of (he 
car to Spain and Germany. 
They believed a stand had to be 
taken as Britain was rapidly be- 
coming the easiest place in Eu- 
rope to dump labour. 

But Halewood’s workforce 
and the local community have 
heard it all before, and they are 
weary of fighting. 

Dave Kelly is 35 and has 
worked on tnc factory's pro- 
duction line lor eight years. Yes- 
terday's confirmation that 1,300 
jobs are logo was an awful echo 
from the past: “I’ve been made 
redundant seven times since I 
started work. How can you live 
like that?" 

“We have been through it so 
many times, the community 
suffered a lot in 1977 when the 
Triumph TR7 plant was closed 
and now it appears it's hap- 
pening again," he said. 

Mr Kelly, who is married and 
a has a five-year-old son. said 
that if the factory goes so will 
a part of Merseyside. “There is 
no security any more. Today 
they say 1,300. tomorrow it 
could be more.” 

The announcement was fol- 
lowed by a furious row in the 
Commons over a comment by 
the Chancellor, Kenneth 
Clarke, who said "You can't win 
them alT, and warnings that 
Ford’s “body blow" to the re- 
gion could culminate in the 
complete closure of the plant. 

The Prime Minister sought to 
defuse the row, describing 
Ford's decision to axe one- 
third of the workforce as “very 
surprising". John Major added 
that the move “flics in the face 
of most investment decisions 
which are moving to the UK". 

Earlier, Labour Treasury 
spokesman, Alan Milbinn, had 
pressed the Economic Secretary 
to the Treasury, Angela Knight, 
about Mr Clarke's remark, 
made during an interview on Sky 
TV. “How can you defend this 
complacency when the loss of 
quality manufacturing employ- 
ment is such a devastating blow, 
not just to the North West but 
to the whole of the British 
economy?" Mr Milburn asked. 

The cutbacks could mean 
Ford having to import an extra 
125,000 cars, worsening the 
motor industry's trade deficit 
which is estimated to have 
reached £5bn in 1995. 

Last night national union of- 
ficials and senior shop stewards 
from Rnxfs 20 United Kingdom 
plants “totally rejected" the 
decision to scale bade the Hale- 
wood workforce and concen- 
trate production of the new 
Escort in German}' and Spain. 

Mass meetings will be held at 
all the Ford plants, including 
Dagenham in Essex, Southamp- 
ton, Belfast and Bridgend and 
Swansea in South Whies over 
the next week to decide whether 
a full strike ballot will be held. 
Ford sought to soften the 



Job gains outweigh losses 


Diane Coyle 
Economics Editor 


Time on their hands: In many Speake families only the mother works - part-time - and fathers pick up their children from school Photograph: David Rose 


blow by pledging that there 
would be no compulsory re- 
dundancies and announcing 
plans to build a new vehicle aL 
Halewood “subject to appro- 
priate product and investment 
approvals and to competitive 
levels of performance being 
achieved". The new vehicle is 
expected to be a small “people 
carrier" based on the platform 
of the new Escort. The compa- 
ny said that the plan was to start 
manufacture in 2000 but it 
would give no production or 
employment figiu’es. 

In the meantime the Hale- 
wood plant will go down to a sin- 
gle shift producing a maximum 
of 145,000 cars a year against 
153,000 in 1996 with a work- 
force of 3,000. 

Striking may not seem a re- 
alistic option for a majority of 
theplanfsworkforce, since it is 


unlikely that the other plants 
would support them with only 
1300 jobs threatened. But for 
many it is the only option, and 
employees did not rule out it 
ow yesterday. 

Welder James Hayden, 44, 
said he would consider anything 
to protea his job because there 
arc so few employment oppor- 
tunities available in the rest of 
Liverpool. “When I told my wife 
the news last night she was dev- 
astated. 2 don't think we would 
be able to survive on her income 
alone” he said. “I feel sorry for 
the people of Speake because 
there is nothing here for them 
anymore." 

Liverpool's unemployment 
rate is 113 per cent compared 
with the national average of 6.7 
per cent. As many as one in 
three people are out of work in 
Speake, the large council estate 
where many of the Halewood 
workers live. 

The estate opposite the plant 
is already rundown, with walls 
covered in graffiti and windows 
boarded up. Nicky McDonagh. 
24, who lives there, said it was a 
terrible place with no future, and 
now things would get worse. “It 
is what we have come to expect 
over the years. The bank and su- 
permarket here have shut down 
and soon thereU be nothing' 


“You can't win them all." Ken- 
neth Clarke, Chancellorof the 
Exchequer, said of Ibrd's 
decision. 

But union leaders were swift 
to blame the move on the fact 
that the flexibility of the labour- 
market, so prized by the Gov- 
ernment, had exposed Britain 
to “social dumping". 

Larry Brooke, national au- 
tomotive secretary for the Man- 
ufacturing, Science and 
Finance Union, said: “The Gov- 
ernment often applauds its so- 
called inward investment 
policies but stands idly by when 
companies outward Invest jobs 
to other parts of the world." 


Britain, he said, was “the soft 
underbelly for any farther 
cutbacks and closures." 

However las Lang, President 
of the Board of Hade, said in- 
ward investment had created 
hundreds of thousands of jobs, 
including 83,000 on Merseyside, 
since 1979. He insisted that the 
balance between employees’ 
rights and employers' freedom 
was now about right. 

A survey by The Independent 
Of job losses and gains during 
the past six months found that 
more than 14,000 new jobs 
have been created in the car and 
components industry, far 
outweighing the losses. 

Nissan, Honda. Rover; Gen- 
eral Motors and Renault are 
among the companies to have 


announced new jobs in the UK. 
The losses have been confined 
to Ford - which announced in 
September that 1,000 jobs 
would go - and at automotive 
components maker Lucas after 
its merger with Varity. 

In recent months, most job 
losses have been concentrated 
in financial sendees and in the 
privatised utilities. Service sec- 
tor companies such as the Mc- 
Donald’s burger chain and 
Marks & Spencer; along with 
Japan’s Sony, and Hyundai of 
Korea, have announced big 
employment programmes. 

“It is true that the attrac- 
tiveness of the UK as a place to 
invest has created jobs," said 
Professor Charles Bean of the 
London School of Economics. 


But he said the ease of hiring 
and firing was Jess important 
in attracting companies to 
Britain than low wages, low tax- 
es and the emasculation of the 
trades unions. 

Professor Bean added that it 
was dearly easier to sack work- 
ers in the UK than in Germany 
and Spain, where other Ford 
plants have retained all then- 
jobs. 

The level of overseas invest- 
ment in the UK had reached 
£1323bn by the mid of 1995, 
with an other £14.7bn flowing in 
during the first three quarters 
of last yean Typically, around 
half of inward investment in- 
volves building new plants 
rather than taking over 
existing ones. 
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i checked after East 17 singer 

endorses use of ecstasy 
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Brian Harvey yesterday: ‘It was stupid of me to spout off* 
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home completely drunk and had 
been less safe. He said: “When 
] was on a pill driving home, it 
was different, man, I was at the 


have a good night and that's what 
people want to do." He said he 
was not encouraging the use of 
the drug, but added: “If it makes 


comments suggesting ecstasy 
was safe as “wholly wrong". 
“Drug taking, any drug taking, 
leads to hard drugs and we have 
often seen, ends in tragedy." 

As the protest gained mo- 
mentum, the group were banned 
from appearing on a network 
television programme and from 
radio stations around Britain, 
with one DJ having to remove 
a track mid-play due to tele- 
phone protests. A spokeswoman 
said listeners had swamped tele- 
phone lines to compiain after the 
comments were broadcast on 
news bulletins. 

Carlton Television said a pre- 
recorded interview due to be 
shown on Saturday's flagship 
children’s show had been 
dropped “as a protest against 
the comments made about the 
use of drugs". 

Last night, Harvey apolo- 
gised for his remarks. “It was re- 
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. they, do it/ 

, ^ jiarvey said he was stfll able 
■’fl 1 1 iinK t ; . Jo concentrate enough to drive 
v '. home after taking ecstasy, com- 
pared to .when Be had driven 

*• h. . ■. • 



going 
mean.’' 

Referring to the night where 
he claimed to have taken 12 
tablets, he said: “The thing is - 
if you bang one, you go out you 


i out and have a good 
time, I don't see why not man, 
because life’s too short" 

John Major told the Com- 
mons that he regarded any 


he said. “Without knowing any 
facts, I now realise that I was be- 
ing very irresponsible and 1 
would like to apologise as I’ve 
obviously caused offence." 
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Golden memories: Terry Moore, aged 79, visiting Brighton's derelict West Pier yesterday for the first time in 35 years. The pier was closed on 
safety grounds 22 years ago, but is being restored with tottery money, and has recently reopened for special guided tours Photograph: Andrew Hasson 
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Text Connect 

Message Type: Tfext messaging service 

• Available in black 

• Callers hear your personalised greeting 

• Information sendee option 

• Messages of up to 90 characters 



1 Bleep or vibrate/Sashxng alert 

NOW £79.99 


Available from the following retail outlets: 

B i Communication Centres. BT Shops, The Carphone Warehouse, Currys Superstores. 
Pnones 4U, Staples, The Link, and selected branches of Dixons, Comet and Post Office Counters. 


Subject to availability 

Or order dhvet on Freefone 0800 800 040. 
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Former Wimbledon goalkeep- 
er Hans Segers received 
£104.000 in seven different cash 
payments after a dozen games 
m Which his team lost. a court 
heard yesterday. 

The'money. allegedly from a 
Far Eastern syndicate betting on 
the outcome" of the games, was 
paid into a Swiss bank account 
called Gloves 1. a jury at Win- 
chester Crown Court was told. 

David Calvert Smith. QC. for 
prosecution, said one payment 
of £19,000 came after a crucial 
relegation game in which Ever- 
ton brat Wimbledon 3-2 on 
7 May 1994. The result kept 
Everton in the Premier League. 
He added that the former Win>- 
bledon player and star of tele- 


vision show Gladiators, John 
Fashanu, also received two pay- 
n “its totalling £61,000, before . 
his transfer to Aston Villa. 

Mr Segere, 34 - who with Mr 
Fashanu and ex-Liverpool goal- 
keeper Bruce Grobbelaar is 
charged with trying to influence 
the results of football matches 
- had been in regular tele- 
phone contact before and after 
the 12 games with the fourth de- 
fendant Heng Suan Lim, Mr 
Calvert Smith said. Malaysian 
born Mr Lim; 31, is said to have 
received more than £500,000 
from the Indonesian syndicate 
over a four-year period. 

The court was told that on 
8 November 1993, Mr Segers 
and Mr Fashanu had paid some 
of the cash into the same branch 
of the Republic Bank of New 
York in Berkeley Square, Lon- 
don within three minutes of 
each other. Mobile phone 
records suggested Mr Lun had 
been in the area at the time. 

Mr Calvert Smith said the sev- 
en payments to Mr Segers took 
place during 1993-94 season 
and at the start of the 1994-95 
season in sums of £6,000, 
£14,000, £11,000, £15,000, 
£20,000 and two payments of 
£19,000. Ail took place after 
Wimbledon defeats, including a 
string of four losses in October 
1994, Mr Calvert Smith added. 


There was no evidence for Mr 
Segers 1 claims that the money 
came from crimes committal in 

his his youth and the payments 

stopped at the tune. 7Jie Sun 
newspaper “exposed” allega- 
tions of match-fixing in No- 
vember 1994. . 

The newspaper's allegations 
relied heavily on the claims of 
Chris Vincent, a former business 
partner of Mr Grobbelaar, who 
is due to give evidence oh Mon- 
day, said Mi Calvert Smith. 

The prosecution said tele- 
phone records showed contact 
before and after games between 
Mr Grobbelaar, Mr Fashanu 
and Mr T-im and MrSegera, Mr 
Fashanu and Mr Lim. The last 
two were also in regular contact 
with Indonesia, in particular 


two people called Johannes 
Josef and his partner EHy, from 
whose bank accounts the mon- 
ey for the players allegedly came. 

Mr Fashanu, Mr Grobbe- 
laar and Mr Lim deny giving 
and receiving money in a con- 
spiracy to influence the results 
of games, or as a reward for in- 
fluencing games. Mr Fashanu. 
Mr Lim and Mr Segers deny a 
similar charge. Mr Grobbelaar 
denies a separate charge of ac- 
cepting £2,000 from Mr Vincent 
as a reward or inducement for 
influencing the result of a game. 
The case continues on Monday. 


An 


Study will be key 
to pig transplants 


for 1 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


Research due to be published by 
next autumn could determine 
wbe ther it is safe to transplant ge- 
netically engineered pigs’ hearts 
and kidneys into humans. 

The work, being led by Pro- 
fessor David Onions of the Glas- 
gow Veterinary School, aims to 
see whether DNA in the pigs’ or- 
gans would manufacture Aids- 
like retroviruses which could 
be reproduced in humans with 
unpredictable effects. 

The research is now under- 
way in association with Cam- 
bridge-based company Imutran, 
which has bred genetically en- 
gineered pigs whose organs 
should not create the “hypera- 
cute rejection” that a normal 
pig's tissue would in a human. 
"If the result is negative, then 
I would think we could go 
ahead with transplants," Pro- 
fessor Onions said yesterday. 

But they would first have to 
overcome a series of regulato- 
ry and legal barriers set up yes- 


the publication of the Kennedy 
committee's report into “xeno- 1 . 
transplantation”. ,j;\ 

The Government, responding" 
to the report, yesterday an- 
nounced a moratorium. on 
xenotransplants because of 
fears expressed by the commit- 
tee of unleashing potentially 
devastating diseases compara- 
ble with Aids or bovine spongi- 
form encephalopathy (BSE) 
on the human population. It ap- 
pointed the former Archbishop 
of York, Lord Habgood of 
Calverton - a trained pharma- 
cologist - to chair a new body, 
the UK Xenotransplantation In- 
terim Regulatory Authority, to 
police future developments. 

The Department of Health 
said that new laws to govern 
xenotransplantation would be in- 
troduced as soon as passflrtx But 
that will almost certainly be af- 
ter the genera] election. In the 
meantime, the Government has 
made it dear that emergency leg- 
islation would be brought in if 
necessary to halt hnman trials. 
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Your partner says they're leaving, your bank 
manager’s worried and your child has been bullied 
in the playground. Your dog’s barking mad, your 
landlord's absolutely livid, and now your car's given I 
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Crumbling 
canals 
need 
£100m to 
plug leaks 


• - 
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Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 


High on the wooded slopes of 
Blorenge mountain in Gwent. British 
Waterways’ engineers are working to 
prevent the Monmouthshire and 
Brecon canal bursting its embank- 
ment to send water cascading 70ft to 
the valley floor. 

Some £1.5m is needed to stabilise 
the embankment and rc-iinc the 
channel bui British Waterways is 
lacing a crisis, with a backlog of £Ui0m 
of repairs urgently needed to the 
country's network." 

Not just the canals and pleasure 
boaters are at risk. Any failure of Sut- 
ton Weir on the Weaver navigation 
in Cheshire, where “unexplained 
voids" haw been delected beneath the 
sandstone barrier, could severely dis- 
rupt rail and road traffic, including on 
the M56. Repairs costing more than 
i'lm are “imperative". 

The onc-and-a-hulf-mile stretch 
hugging the Blorenge at Lianfoist. near 
Abergavenny, has a Jong history of in- 
siability. In 1975 the bank was 
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Tunnel vision: A permanent solution is urgently needed to replace the temporary structure keeping a channel open on the Monmouth and Brecon canal at Lianfoist 


breached and mud flowed round 
homes and blocked the valley road. 
The canal remained dosed for sax yeans 
before a concrete lining was pul in. 

Bui cracking was delected two 
years ago and the canal is now kept 
open by a temporary artificial chan- 
nel just wide enough hr pleasure craft 
to pass lhaiugh. Constructed of steel 


frames and plywood with a plastic 
membrane, the 4tM)ft “flume’' is ex- 
pected to lust another 1 2 months hut 
extensive work cannot be long de- 
layed. Just before Christmas water wrs 
discovered leaking down the hillside. 

"We have now reached a stage 
where continued under-funding pos- 
es a threat to the safety of people on 


or near the waterway’s.” David 
Fletcher, British Waterways' chief ex- 
ecutive. said. 

Government grant to British Wa- 
terway* has been reduxd in real terms 
by onc-ih ird over 12 years. This year’s 
£5 1 m is a shortfall of £7mon the min- 
imum believed necessary to operate 
and maintain the late I8lh- and ear- 


ly 19th-century network. Urgent talks 
are underway with the Department 
of Environment about funding. 

The 33-mDe-long Monmouthshire 
and Brecon canal was opened in 1812 
and carried coal, limestone and iron 
to Newport. Today it is popular 
with pleasure boaters. There are 
22.0UU privately owned craft using 


Britain's canals and another 1.500 
holiday hire boats. A typical pleasure- 
boat licence costs £360 a year. 

Only about 250 commercial boats 
still ph- the canals and even this traf- 
fic is threatened by the repairs cri- 
sis. More than £350,000 worth of 
work needs to be done on a husv 
length of the Aire and Calder Nav- 


Photograph: Tom Pilston 


igaiion in West Yorkshire used by up 
to 40 coal and oil boats every day. 

British Waterways generates an in- 
come of about £45m in addition to 
its grunt. including£16m from prop- 
erty and £ 10.4m from leisure uses. 
It estimates It* million people visit 
canals each year, including anglers 
and towpath walkers. 
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Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

Lee Clegg, ihe paratrooper 
released from prison after serv- 
ing two years for the murder of 
a Belfast teenage joyrider, is to 
have his case heard at the Court 
of Appeal - provoking outrage 
from the father of the dead 
woman and nationalists. 

Sir Patrick Mayhew, the Sec- 
retary of State for Northern Ire- . 
land, announced the decision 
yesterday, six months after 
"lawyers acting for the soldier 
sought the move. Gegg, 28, was 




Clegg: Court will hear new 
evidence backing hfs case 

convicted in 3993 of the mur- 
der in 1990 of Karen Reilly, 18, 
who was a passenger in a stolen 
car at a road block in Belfast. 
The tsar was driven by a teenag- 
er called Martin Peake, who was 
also killed. 

Gegg said at. his trial in 
Belfast Crown Court that he 
fired three shots at a speeding 
joyrider’s car as it came towards 
him and a fourth into the side 
of the vehicle as it was passing. 

• He claimed that he fired all four 
shots because he thought the life 
of a colleague was in danger. 

The prosecution claimed he 
fired into the back of the car af- 
ter it had passed. Clegg’s 
lawyers say they have new evi- 
dence that will show he did not 
fire into the back of the car. 


Simon McKay, Gegg’s legal 
representative, said the evi- 
dence not only cleared Gegg 
but identified which soldier 
fired the fatal shot. He refused 
to name the other soldier. 

Clegg's earlier appeals 
against conviction to the Court 
of Appeal and House of Lords 
were dismissed He was freed on 
licence in July 1995. a move 
which triggered widespread 
rioting in nationalist areas of 
Northern Ireland. A year later, 
his solicitors applied to have the 
case referred to the Northern 
Ireland Court of Appeal. 

Karen Reilly’s father, Sean, 
described yesterday’s an- 
nouncement as “ludicrous’'. He 
said: “This guy snatched our 
daughter away from us and as 
far as we are concerned he 
should still be in prison. If he 
goes to the Court of Appeal I 
just hope the judge will realise 
and send him back there.” 

He added: "We thought it 
was all over, we thought there 
were no more surprises and the 
guy has come up with this. We 
are just shocked and bitter and 
very, very angry.” 

There are also concerns that 
the announcement could lead 
to further rioting in Ulster. 
Alex Attwood, SDLP council- 
lor for Upper Falls, Belfast, 
where the shooting occurred, 
accused the Government of 
having one rule for Gegg and 
one for others waiting to bave 
appeals heard in cases of mis- 
carriages of justice. 

Sinn Fein president Gerry 
Adams said: “The decision once 
ngain highlights the manner in 
which the British government 
legitimises and protects mem- 
bers of the Crown forces who 
kilt Irish civilians." 

The Northern Ireland Office 
said “that the material submit- 
ted justifies referral of the 
case”. Since leaving prison 
Gegg has been promoted to 
lance-corporal and become a 
physical education instructor at 
the parachute training centre in 
Calterick, North Yorkshire. 
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DAILY POEM 


Bluebell 

3y Jean Earle 

An old farmer always named one cow 
Bluebell - and lei himself gel fond 
Of that one l Ambling in to milk, 

He kept his hand on her. 

ftz when she left for good -as all must - 
He always beat her, hard. 

Into the van. 

Young then, I did not understand- 
When I was old and could not cope with more 
Dead weight, how l would thrash my griefs 
Into the van. “Get in! 

Don 't come haunting round my yam. 
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E.coli death toll 

rivals world’s 
worst poisoning 


Liz Hunt 

Health Editor 

The E.coli food poisoning 
outbreak in Scotland claimed its 
seventeenth victim yesterday, 
with the death of an elderly 
woman at a nursing home near 
Stirling. 

The death toQ is now only two 
short of the worst ever food 
poisoning outbreak on record, 
when 19 pensioners in a nurs- 
ing home in Canada died in 
September 1985. 

The woman's death, the 
fourth E.coli 0157-rclated death 
at the Bankview Nursing Home, 
was confirmed by the Forth 
Valley Health Board a day af- 
ter publication of the interim 
findings of an independent 
scientific inquiry team. Two 
other elderly residents at 
Bankview are' still ill after be- 
ing infected. * 

Professor Hugh ftmningtori. 


of Aberdeen University, who 
lead the inquiry team, recom- 
mended more government 
funding for research into the 
bacterium and tough new rules 
on the sale of meat. 

These include a licence for 
shops which sell cooked meat 
which would be reviewed an- 
nually , and urgent action to sep- 
arate raw and cooked meat on 
retail premises. 

Some Tory MPs and the Fed- 
eration of 'Small Businesses 
warn that hundreds of butchers 
and small shopkeepers may be 
forced out of business if legis- 
lation is introduced as a result 
of the Pennington report. 

Michael Forsyth, the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland, has 
said almost all the report's rec- 
ommendations will be accept- 
ed by ihe Government. BuL he 
said the need for new legislation 
would be subject to a review by 
the Meat ana livestock Com- 


mission before the final report 
is published in two months. 

The woman who died yes- 
terday was described as “frail 
and elderly and in poor health 
for some time". A health board 
spokesman added: M Sbe had 
been cared for both at Falkirk 
and District Royal Infirmary and 
at the nursing home during the 
past few weeks." The death is 
the sixth in the Forth Valley 
area. The last reported fatality 
in the E.coli 0157 outbreak was 
on 29 December, when a 91- 
year-old woman died in Mon- 
klands hospital, in Airdrie. 

In Lanarkshire, the worst af- 
fected area, health board offi- 
cials said 193 people were 
confirmed as having the infec- 
tion and 317 had reported symp- 
toms. A spokesman said three 
adults are still being treated at 
Monldands hospital and a child 
is receiving dialysis treatment at 
Glasgow's Yorkhili hospital 


Heads seek safeguards 
to make A-levels fair 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

Exam candidates should be 
identified only by number to 
guard against unfair marking 
which could favour some 
schools or pupils over others, the 
organisation representing pub- 
lic schools said yesterday. 

The Headmasters' and 
Headmistresses' Conference 
(HMC) also suggested a single 
examination board should be set 
up to administer A-levels to en- 
sure that all students were on 
an equal footing. 

Hie proposals comes a week 
after government advisers pub- 
lished a damning report on the 
marking of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge Exam Board English 
A-level papers. 

Senior examiners at the 
board, which is used mainly by 
independent schools, were crit- 


icised for improving marks of 
candidates from sdiools they 
had attended. 

Dr John Moore, headmaster 
of the King's School, Worces- 
ter, and chairman of HMC '5 
academic policy sub-committee, 
said the conference “deeply re- 
gretted" the failure of the 
board’s procedures and was 
anxious to avoid a repeat of the 
problems. 

Dr Moore denied indepen- 
dent schools had benefited un- 
fairly. “Whatever failures there 
may have been in the proce- 
dures, all candidates were af- 
fected equally, whether they 
were from independent or state 
schools." 

But he acknowledged that 
public perception of the fairness 
of exams was crucially impor- 
tant. “Exams must be a fair 
process and must be seen to be 
fair. One way of guaranteeing 


that is for the candidates to be 
‘blind' - identified simply by a 
number," he said. 

The move would bring the 
Oxford and Cambridge board, 
which currently prints pupils’ 
names and school directly on to 
papers, into line with most oth- 
er exam boards. 

The conference also called 
for moves towards a single na- 
tional exam board, providing 
there were “sufficient safe- 
guards to ensure a range of syl- 
labuses and to permit 
curriculum development". 

Gillian Shephard, the Secre- 
tary of State for Education, is ex- 
pected to announce shortly 
moves to rationalise the num- 
bers of exam boards amid claims 
that schools “pick and mix" to 
find the easiest syllabuses. It is 
likely she will call for the four 
academic exam boards in Eng- 
land to be reduced. 






Master of farce: Brian Rlx art the newly listed Whitehall Theatre in London yesterday, and, below, in his heyday Main photograph: John voos 



Whitehall pulls up its 
trousers for a listing 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

When the Whitehall theatre 
opened in 1930, surrounded 
bv government minis tries and 
the occasional palace, an 
architect of the time noted’ 
“The Whitehall Theatre is so 
simple in its line that it makes 
the new government offices, 
banks and public houses of 
that great thoroughfare look 
as if they need a shave." 

It is the theatre’s art deco 
architecture setting it apart 
from “the avenue of 
bureaucracy" that prompted 
the government's decision 
yesterday to make it a listed 
building. 

But for theatregoers, and 
indeed non-theatregoers, it is 
not the architecture but the 
fare served up on the stage 
that gave the place its 
national reputation. The plays 


presented by the theatre's 
manager and leading actor in 
the Fifties and Sixties, Brian 
Rix, not only delighted 
audiences, they gave the 
English language a new 
phrase: the Whitehall farce. 

The theatre had had a 
history of brash 
entertainment from its 
earliest days. During the 
Second World War it mount- 
ed a series of revues, sugges- 
tive and titillating, to cheer 
up London in the Blitz. In 
1942 a programme billed as 
The Whitehall Follies 
featured a non-strip 
performance by Phyllis Dixey. 
The show brought a new 
audience as Miss Dixey's 
claim to fame was as the West 
End’s first stripper. 

The revues were very 
successful and it wasn’t until 
Brian Rix arrived in 1950 that 
farce became the staple diet 


Rix, later Lord Rix, was a 
pioneer of bringing in coach 
parties as audiences for the 
farces spread: and be later 
arranged for plays to be 
televised. Terry Scott was one 
of many comics who learned 
his s kills in the farces. 

But if Phyllis Dixey seemed 
daring and Brian Rix chose 
plays that involved falling 
trousers and double entendres , 
the 1970s saw the Whitehall 
go a stage further. The 
impresario Paul Raymond 
took over and presented the 
West End's first nude 
production. Pyjama Tbps , 
starring Fiona Richmond. 

The theatre's ownership 
passed to the Maybox Group 
and later Chesterfield 
Properties, and it recently 
staged Trainspotting, main- 
taining the theatre’s capacity 
both to shock and to be in 
tune with the times. 
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I f you're a director of a limited 
company, you should know that you 
only have a certain amount of time from 
your Accounting Reference Date to deliver 
your accounts to Companies House. . 

But what you may not realise is that if you 
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will be p enalised — a utomatically . Delay too 
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£5000 for PLCs. 

What's more, ensuring that vour accounts 
are delivered on time is the personal 
responsibility of the company's directors. 
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with a hammer in the living room 
of their home in Huddersfield, 
it was alleged at Leeds Gown 
Court Glenn, who was 15 at the 
lime of his mother's death in Au- 
gust 1995, and John, who was 14, 
deny murder. Glenn admits 
manslaughter on the grounds of 
provocation. Their father David. 
48. denies murder. 

Franz Muller QC. for ihe 
prosecution, told the court that 
a bureau had been overturned 
and the contents strewn across 
the floor, leading police to be- 
lieve initially that Mrs Howells. 
48, had disturbed burglars. But 
they soon began to suspect the 
boys and their father. “Far from 
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6 A neighbour 
described 
them as 
the family 
from hell 9 


this being an attack committed 
on the spur of the moment In 
the course of a burglary, this was 
a planned attack on Mrs How- 
ells which was designed to kill 
her and to try and make sure 
that those responsible would not 
be caught," Mr Muller said. 

Mr Howells was in a pub 
when his wife was killed, but this 
was “an essential part of the 
plan" so that he would not be 
suspected There were problems 
with the marriage and Mr How- 
ells stood to gain more £150,000 
from his wife’s death. Hie boys, 
he added, would also benefit if 
their father came into money. 

Gary Burrell QC, represent- 
ing Glenn, said the boy, who 
claimed to have found his moth- 
er’s body after going out to walk 
the dog. had been provoked He 
said: “It will be Glenn Howells’ 
defence that over a period of 
some five years, perhaps a lit- 
tle longer, his mother subject- 
ed him to severe and repealed 
emotional and mental abuse 
and cruelty.” Eventually the 
boy reached the stage where be 
“lost his self-control and took 
her life". 


way she ruled their lives.” 

Neighbours said Mrs Howells 
could often he heard shouting 
and swearing at the bays and one 
neighbour described them as 
“the family from hell”. Mr 
Muller said* “Both boys, hut par- 
ticularly Glenn, expressed their 
resentment at the way they were 
being treated by telling people 
that they hated their mother.” 

The marriage was not happy, 
sexual relations were practi- 
cally non-existent, ana Mrs 
Howells was having an affair 
with one of her husband's best 
friends, the court was told. 

“A deep feeling of animosi- 
ty towards the deceased appears 
to have been shared between 
the three defendants and ap- 
pears to have been all the more 
poignant as they all lived to- | 
gclher in that relatively small i 
bungalow.” said Mr Muller. 

Police began to suspect the 
boys when the family went to 
identify the body and an officer 
saw Glenn wink twice at his 
brother and then smirk. 

Blood spots were found un- 
der the bureau suggesting that 
it had been pulled over after she 
was killed and forensic scien- 
tists found spots of airborne 
blood on John’s jacket, sug- 
gesting be was present when she 
was attacked despite telling po- 
lice he had not seen her body. 

The boys were arrested on 20 
September and soon afterwards 
covert tapes were made of con- 
versations with their father. Mr 
Howells can be heard saying: 

“ W s have just got to bluff it out 
If you break I’m in as well, so 
we've got to stick together ... 
It's your jacket that’s caused 
this. We just never realised 
how much forensic can find.” 

Mr Muller said that although 
Mr Howells- was not present 
when his wife was killed he was 
guilty of murder because he 
"counselled and procured its 
commission”. 

And he went on: *116 set out 
to cause them to do it and in fact 
did cause them to do iL Can you 
really credit these two boys, 
then 14 and 15 years of age, of 
having killed their mother with- 
out the knowledge and without 
the approval and encourage- 
ment of their father.” 

The trial continues. 
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Northern exposure: Bernard Seaton, a glazier, fitting a new stained-glass window at Durham Cathedral to mark 1,000 years of the diocese at Durham. Scenes 
window depict life In the diocese over the past 10 centuries, including glass-blowing, mining and the Tyne Bridge Photograph: Will 
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New calling cards available at all good newsagents. 

Distributors urgently required to cope with massive demand. 
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news 


[5 Tony 
i Blair 

a 4/10 


7^ s las* 3 Jav set himself was quite a simple ■ 
one. urmaginatrKriy and a little smugly carried 
out; first to put Meior on the spot owr VAT, then 
to ask tts incrasintfytamiiiBf thinJ question, on 
whether we could have an election soon. 


John 

Major 

3/10 


BLAIR’S ATTACK 


Major's manner is not magisterial enough to 
sweep aside direct and precise questions tram 
the opposition in the way that his predecessor 
could, and giro that, he was bound to be put 
on the spct by yesterday's questions. 


8 Ian asked to tor to confirm whether or not the Government had broken VAT 
pledges made before the last Election - "yes or no"? aji Major could do was 
say that Blair was “mistaken in the implications he s trying to draw”. 


News of 
the 
world 
of Sir 
James 


THEMES OF THE DAY 


•VAT cn food I The Labour P3rt/> 

•Jcmir.g the single currency (Paddy Ashdown) 

-Police fraritiarcingj Bill (Richard Tracey, C,’ Surbiton) 

•Prepcsed merger between BA and American Airlines (John Wilkinson. C, 
Ruisfop Kcrttwccdi 

*1.2 DO redundancies at Ford (Jane Kennedy, Lab. Liverpool Broadgreen) 


James Cusick 


GOOD DAY... 




...BAD DAY 



Geoffrey Clifton-Brown 

(C. Cirencester and Tewkesbury) 
A five-question tirade against 
Labour's iav policy had MPs 
shielding Ih sir ears. As Major 
observed, he “made his point 
extremely clearly". 


Angela Eagle (Lab, Wallasey) 
attracted Major's ire by consistently 
mocking his answers. She fired him up 
enough to produce his most robust 
reply of the day, and the shouts from 
Conservative benches were still going 
on as MPs left the chamber. 


Six of Labour's seven questions were essentially the same - 
whether Major promised not to raise VAT before the last 
election, and then did so. He did of course, and of course would 
not own up. 


Following Nigel Evans’s (C, Kibble Valley) attack on Labour 
spending, Major took over the baton, demanding that Labour 
cost their commitments. As he paused for breath, David Shaw 
(C, Dover) piped up. ‘Ifll all end in teais". quoting the poster 
campaign launched at the start of the year. 


Tracey cracked the Government's whip on law and order, 
claiming that “Only the party of government is in favour of 
measures against criminals in this country”. This enabled Major 
to take a dig at "the would-be coalition partners", triumphing 
with his soundbite "by their votes they should be judged". 

Compiled by Sam Coates 


He has his own political party, 
paid for his own party confer- 
ence and yesterday the billion- 
aire founder of the Referendum 
Party, Sir James Goldsmith 
launched and paid for his very 
own national newspaper. 

For around £2m, the eight- 
page News from the Referendum 
Party is being sent to every 
home in the United Kingdom. 
In effect a printed version of the 
speeches made at Sir James's 
conference in Brighton last year, 
it calls for a defence of British 
sovereignty and a vote on the 
country's future in Europe. 

Sir James appeared delight- 
ed to be back in British news 
publishing after his early 1980s 
flop with the news magazine 
Now!, which lasted for only a 
few issues. 

Flying in to Heathrow from 
his home in Mexico, Sir James's 
entourage drove to Leyton in 
east London to push the button 
on the print run of 24 million. 
"If I press this, will something 
explode?," he asked. It was his 
only joke as he went on the at- 
tack. "Today we find out [in The 
Independent ] about European 
plans to harmonise tax. Brussels 
wanting to increase our tax is 
also reported in our paper." Sir 
James, a member of the 



Read all about it: Sir James Goldsmith at the launch of his own national newspaper yesterday 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


European Parliament, added 
the street-sellers' shout of "read 
all about it". 

His newsletter accuses Sir 
Edward Heath and the Con- 
servative government which 
look Britain into Europe of ly- 
ing about the “erosion of es- 
sential national sovereignty". It 
claims we are being “led blind- 


fold into a federal superstate". 
The Referendum Party's lead- 
ing figures, including the actor 
Edward Fox, Viscount Tony- 
pandy, the former Commons 
speaker, and Baroness Thatch- 
er's economics guru. Professor 
Sir Alan Walters, are paraded 
as would-be reporters. 

Commenting on the report in 
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The Independent that France 
and Germany plan a pan- Eu- 
ropean tax system to operate 
alongside the single European 
currency. Sir James said: “We 
have been forecasting it for a 
long time - it's now coming out 
in the open." He mocked 
Stephen Dorrcll, Secretary of 
State for Health, for his con- 


version to a Euro-sceptic stance. 
“They are a joke, the politi- 
cians," Sir James said. 

With £20m of his fortune ear- 
marked for the campaign to 
contest every parliamentary 
seat except those where the 
main party candidate is pledged 
to a referendum, he is scheduled 
to tour the country in his per- 


sonal jet next month. The par- 
ty also plans cinema advertise- 
ments to reach 7.5 million 
people, on the theme of the 
British bulldog biting back 
The task may be difficult. A 
tea lady at the Leyton print 
works said: “No. I’ve no idea 
who he is. One of us thought his 
son was a famous cricketer." 


Major rounds 


on Blair over 


food tax claim 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Tony Blair and John Major 
clashed in the Commons yes- 
terday over Labour claims that 
the Tories would impose VAT 
on food after the election. 

The claims raised the tem- 
perature of pre-election cam- 
paigning and led to Tory charges 
that Mr Blair was indulging in 
“lies" and negative campaign- 
ing. “What you are seeking to 
do is smear our plans for Lhe 
next Parliament. It simply won't 
wash." Mr Major told the 
Labour leader. 

Kenneth Garke said on BBC 
radio that the idea of imposing 
VAT on food “never crossed my 
mind”. He added: “I don't ex- 
pect to live to see the day when 
any government puts VAT on 
food in this country." 

Labour's claim was described 
as'a “lie" and a “pathetic stunt" 
by Dr Brian Mawhinncv. Chair- 
man of the Conservative Party. 

But neither the Prime Min- 
ister nor the Chancellor gave a 
commitment not to charge VAT 
on food or other zero-rated 
goods. Mr Clarke wrote to Alan 


Milbura. a Labour Treasury 
spokesman, last month saying: 
“I have never made a promise 
not to extend the scope of 
VAT..." 

Ministers hoped Labour's at- 
tack would bounce harmlessly off 
the Government. But Labour's 
target was the issue of trust in the 
Government and Labour strate- 
gists believe the VAT attack 
could prove deadly. 

Mr Clarke denied any lapse 
of memory about VAT “The 
[ 1992] manifesto did not say we 
weren't going to extend it and 
I have never said we weren't go- 
ing to extend it." he said. 

In fact, Mr Major said the 
Government had "no plans" to 
raise VAT. before imposing it on 
domestic fueL which had been 
zero rated. 

Labour stood by its claims 
and issued chapter and verse on 
the Chancellor’s personal com- 
mitment to expanding the VAT 
base. 

In his 1993 Budget. Mr 
Clarke said: "The Govern- 
ment's clear policy has always 
been to shift the burden of tax- 
ation over time from income to 
spending. This reflects the Gov- 


ernment's underlying political 
philosophy that people should 
be allowed to keep as much of 
their own money as possible.. .It 
is fairer and less damaging to 
the economy to tax people on 
how much they spend and con- 
sume than on the work they do." 

Commentators, said Mr 
Garke. had correctly suggested 
that “one of my options must be 
to extend the VAT base. The 
main candidates are food, chil- 
dren’s clothes, transport, sew- 
erage and newspapers. A 
powerful case for each of them 
can be made and no amount of 
lobbying need put us off." 

The Chancellor then said he 
had no need to increase or 
widen VAT in his 1993 Budget. 
But his commitment to widen- 
ing the VAT base remained. 

■ The Government admitted 
last night that there is a £400m 
hole - enough lo build a new 
hospital - in the public finances 
because of errors in November's 
Budget. 

Mistakes were made in esti- 
mates for the amounts expect- 
ed to be raised by increases in 
air passenger duty and insur- 
ance premium tax. 


Labour and the Tories ex- 
changed insults o\er Labour’s 
claims that the Tories could 
impose VAT on food after the 
election, but who is right? 
writes Cotin Brown. 

The VAT issue has been 
rambling since 1979 when 
Labour claimed that the 
Tories would double it from 
eight per cent to 16 per cent. 

The Tories then dismissed 
Labour’s claims as “Labour’s 
dirty dozen". But immed- 
iately after the election. Sir 
Geoffrey Howe raised VAT to 
15 per cent 

It was therefore very nearly 
true. But the argument rum- 
bled on. In March 1991 Nor- 
man Lam out increased the 
rate of VAT to 17 .5 percent 
in his Budget to pay Tor the 
poll tax to be abolished. 

That fuelled Labour claims 



in the run-up to the 1992 gen- 
eral election that the Tories 
were planning to slap VAT on 
zero-rated goods, such as 
children’s clothes, food, news- 
papers and books. The claims 
were denied by ministers: 
“There will be no VAT in- 
crease. Unlike the Labour 
Party we have published our 
spending plans and there ■'.? 
no need for us to raise VAT in 
order to meet them,” John 
Major told Neil Kinnock in 
Prime Minister's questions 
on 28 January 1992. 


“I’ve made the pledge in 
the past. I have made it clear. 
We have no plans and no 
need to extend the scope of 
VAT,” Mr Mqjor added on 27 
March 1992. 

But the assurance was not 
enough. VAT was imposed on 
domestic fuel, starting at 
eigbt per cent and rising to 
17.5 per cent llater stopped), 
in the Budget in IVCaurch 1993. 

Kenneth Clarke has since 
reaffirmed his belief that the 
VAT base is too narrow. On 
19 July 1994 he said in The 
Independent: “We exempt Ear 
too many goods and services 
from VAT in this country.” 

The Tories claim Labour is 
now lying. No one knovrs 
what will happen. But the 
Tories must rue the fact that 
Mr Clarke has been 
unusually candid. 


Peers push gun Bill changes 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Labour was last nighi ready lo 
help ihe Government avoidde- 
feat by Tory backwix»dsmen in 
the House of Lords over the Bill 
to ban handguns above .22 cal- 
ibre in ihc wake of ihe Dun- 
1 Wane massacre. 

Pro-gun Tory peers were 
pressing for changes to the 
Firearms f Amendment) Bill t«« 
allow guns to be kepi at home 
with parts of the mechanism re- 
moved. and kept in gun clubs. 

Hie gun -lobby sought the 
compromise, considered in the 
review of the law bv Lord 


Cullen, to avoid the imposition 
oT total ban on handguns. But 
it was rejected by Labour and 

the Government'. 

Lord Swansea, a Tory peer 
who lists fishing and rifle shoot- 
ing among his recreations, 
called for the Bill to be referred 
to a Lords Select Committee, a 
move not followed since 19 
May 1938. with lhe Coal Bill. 

Lord Swansea insisted at a 
Westminster news conference 
that he was not attempting to 
wreck the Bill. "It is simply to 
get the thing discussed in detail, 
with expert witnesses who could 
be cross-examined." he said. 

Lord Pearson, who is back- 


ing Lord Swansea, denied it 
would delay the legislation. 
Lord Swansea’s supporters said 
the idea of disman tling guns and 
dividing their parts between 
owners' homes and secure cen- 
tral locations, had worked suc- 
cessfully for Switzerland’s 
territorial array foe 40 years. 

John Hoare, secretary of the 
National Small-Bore Rifle As- 
sociation, said most pistols were 
designed to be dismantled. 

“On its own, each part of a 
pistol is about as effective and 
dangerous as a toffee hammer- 
ll's just a lump of 
parts need to be together to 

a firearm.” •' 
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Expanding alliance: Kremlin offered permanent consultative role to defuse fears over waning influence 


Security deal 
eases Russia’s 
pain over Nato 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 
Phil Reeves 
Moscow 


Nato is preparing to offer Rus- 
sia a consultative role on major 
security and arms-control issues 
(o balance the Atlantic al- 
liance's expansion into Central 
and Eastern Europe, Western 
diplomats said yesterday. 

The offer, which is designed 
to ease Russian concerns about 
Nato's enlargement, may in- 
clude the creation of permanent 
consultation mechanisms en- 
abling Nato states and Russia to 
discuss matters such as peace- 
keeping, disarmament, inter- 
national terrorism and the 
non-proliferation of nuclear 
arms and other weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Although the offer goes fur- 
ther to integrate Russia into 
Nato structures than previous 
proposals, it is not certain Rus- 
sia will regard h as going far 
enough. When the German 
Chancellor, Helmut Kohl, vis- 
ited Moscow two weeks ago for 
talks with President Boris 
Yeltsin, he formed the impres- 
sion Russia wanted a legally 
bind ing treaty that would com- 
mit Nato to consult with Rus- 
sia on security matters of joint 
concern. Diplomats said Nato 
would be certain to reject that 
demand, if it were taken to 
mean Russia could, in effect ex- 
ercise a veto over the policies 
of alliance members. 

Yesterday Russia's stance on 
Nato expansion, which has long 
been hostile, softened 
noticeably when the Defence 
Minister, Igor Rodionov, said 
Moscow had no plans to create 
a new military block of its own. 

.Although Russia remained 
opposed to expansion, it was, he 


said. Natos business: "If Nato 

wants to expand, let it expand." 

The ministers softer lone is 
a departure from the Cold War 
sentiments that have periodi- 
cally emanated from Moscow'. 
Only last month Mr Rodionov 
characterised Nato us a military 
threat to Russia, and talked of 
unspecified retaliation. It also 
contrasts with the Kremlin’s 
announcement this week that 
Russia wanted to push forward 
plans to reunite with neigh- 
bouring Belarus, a move seen 
as an attempt to raise the stakes 
in die Nato bargaining process. 

But Russian rhetoric on 
Nato, whilst negative, has been 
erratic, partly because of the ab- 
sence of the sick Boris Yeltsin, 
and partly because it has few- 
strong cards to play. 

Nato’s Secretary -General. 
Javier Sola na. will give Russian 
leaders details of the alliance's 
proposals when he holds talks 
in Moscow next Monday. 
Speaking in Vienna yesterday, 
he said Nato wanted “as 


profound as possible" a rela- 
tionship with Russia and hoped 
much of the detail would bc 
agreed before a landmark Nato 
summit in Madrid next July. 

That summit will see Nato 
issue membership invitations to 
a small group of former Com- 
munist countries, widely ex- 
pected Lo he the Czech 
Republic, Hungary and Inland, 
with Slovenia and Romania as 
the next most likely candidates. 

President Alcksandcr Kwas- 
niewski of Poland was the 
guest last night at a dinner giv- 
en aboard HMS Victory in 
Portsmouth harbour for the 
outgoing US Defense Secretary, 
William Perry. The dinner was 
hosted by Mr Perry's British 
counterpart, Michael Portillo. 

Mr Kwasniewski was the only 
representative at the dinner of 
a country that aspires lo join 
Nato. Diplomatic sources said 
there was no special reason for 
Mr Kwasniewski’s invitation 
beyond the fact that he had met 
Mr Portillo several times. 



Would-be comrades in arms: France’s President Jacques Chirac with his Hungarian counterpart Arpad Goencz yesterday 


Photograph: AFP 


Chirac promises Hungary a Western millennium 


Adrian Bridge 
Budapest 
John Lichfield 

Paris 


Central European hopes for 
early membership of Nato and 
the European Union received a 
boost yesterday when the French 
President, Jacques Chirac, told 
Hungarian leaders that he would 
give their applications his “un- 
qualified support”. 

“France supports Hungary 
becoming a European Union 
member in 2000 and its appli- 


cation to join Nato," Mr Chirac 
told the Budapest parliament, 
adding that Hungaty was on 
course lo be invited to join Nato 
accession talks following the 
summit of alliance leaders in 
Madrid next July. 

He also congratulated the 
country on concluding friendship 
treaties with neighbouring Slo- 
vakia and Romania, both of 
which have large ethnic Hun- 
garian populations, thus easing 
the potential for regional conflict 

Mr Chirac’s words of en- 
couragement form part of a con- 


certed French attempt to cham- 
pion the cause of speedy Nato 
expansion into central Europe 
and the parallel process of EU 
enlargement. 

Although he did not name a 
date for the former, he delight- 
ed his audience yesterday by re- 
iterating his belief - first 
expressed in an address to the 
Polish parliament last Septem- 
ber - that 2000 would be a re- 
alistic date for their entry into the 
EU, despite widespread doubts 
that it could be achieved so fast 

The French President’s uni- 


lateral promise to admit Hun- 
gary to the EU within three 
years is utterly unrealistic and 
"hugely unhelpful, according to 
EU officials. A similar promise 
on Nato membership would be 
far more reasonable: 2000 is al- 
ready the quasi-form al target 
date for enlargement of the 
Western alliance to the East. 

But formal negotiations on ex- 
tending the EU to former Com- 
munist countries cannot begin 
until the end 1997. It is agreed 
the talks will begin six months af- 
ter internal negotiations on re- 


form arc completed, which will 
be June at the earliest. 

This would leave at most 
two years to complete the 
largest and most complex en- 
largement in the history of the 
EU. Negotiations with Spain 
and Portugal took seven years. 

Besides, it is accepted by all 
parties that the eastern expan- 
sion cannot happen without a 
radical reform of existing farm 
policy, or an enlargement of the 
Brussels budget, or probably 
both. France, for one, will drag 
its feet on farm policy; Ger- 


many. the main European bud- 
get contributor, insists that it can 
pay* no more. Beyond that. EU 
Commission officials say, it is far 
from clear that Hungary and the 
other likely eastern contenders 
- Poland, the Czech Republic 
and Slovenia - will be ready for 
foil membership within three 
years. A more likely time-scale 
would be 2003 to 2005. 

The French Presidents mo- 
tives for making such a dear 
commitment to an early date is 
unclear. In part, he had no 
choice. He gave the same 


promise to Poland last year and 
could do no less in Budapest. It 
is also typical of him to make 
popular gestures when abroad. 
French officials admit that the 
date may be unrealistic but say 
it is the renewed commitment 
to enlargement which counts. 

Alongside his Foreign Minis- 
ter, Heive de Charerte, Mr 
Chirac's party in Budapest in- 
cluded a host of French business 
executives, afi anxious to explore 
the possibilities in one of the 
countries that has best managed 
the transition to the free market 
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Nation is reborn, says Serbia’s protest leader 


Steve Crawshaw 

Belgrade 

“1 was amazed. It s like a new 
birth. The child is bom in 
poverty, the parents are oki and 
unwell. Everything seems io 
be against a healthy birth. And 
then, suddenly, the baby is so 
beautiful. Everybody is amazed. 
That's how it is in Serbia today." 

Zoran Djindjic, one of the 
leaders of Serbia's Zajedno 
(“Together") alliance, makes 
no secret of die extent to which 
Serbia’s quiet revolution has 
taken him by surprise. 


He told The Independent: 
"I expected us to lose the elec- 
tions. Really to lose. Then 1 
planned that we would go to the 
trade unions and organise 
strikes in (he spring and sum- 
mer of 1997. as the economic 
crisis deepened." 

In reality. Zajedno stormed 
to victory in municipal elections 
in November in Belgrade and 
many other Serbian cities, a 
result which an electoral com- 
mission finally recognised this 
week hut which Mr Milosevic’s 
ruling parly may still attempt to 
overrule. Sinee the elections. 


street demonstrations of up to 
half a million people in Bel- 
grade have demanded that the 
authorities retreat. 

Mr Djindjic is at the heart of 
the storm. Of the three leaders 
of Zajedno, Mr Djindjic. leader 
of the Democratic Party, is 
seen by many as the most like- 
ly next president. 

Interviewed in his office yes- 
terday - a few crammed and 
hustling rooms on the fifth lloor 
of an apartment block in cen- 
tral Belgrade - the dapper Mr 
Djindjic made it dear he does 
not believe Mr Milosevic has 


given up.: Equally, he insisted 
that the President is doomed: 
"His power rs in the last stages 
of decay, ft's rotten to the core. 
Without these demonstrations, 
it woufd { have taken much 
longer to phow this." 

Despitit a ruling bv the elec- 
toral commission in Belgrade 
this week, acknowledging the 
opposition victory in the city in 
November. Mr Djindjic expects 
a challenge from the ruling 
party. Huf predicted that Mr 
MiinicmV a past master at 
rule tactics, would 
an "interim govem- 


Milnsevi 
dividc-an 
then alio 


muni” for the city, leaving the 
whole result in limbo. 

Like many in the opposi- 
tion, Mr Djindjic seems to have 
resigned himself to wailing 
until elections later this year for 
Mr Milosevic's departure. "The 
general condition must be free 
elections and free media. If that 
is not met we will boycott the 
elections. There will be a social 
rebellion." He argued that even 
if the opposition wins the next 
elections. "That is not yet vic- 
tory. Victory comes later. Win- 
ning the elections merely gives 
us the entry ticket". 


Meanwhile, he insists that 
important victories have al- 
ready been won. "We have 
changed Serbia's image in the 
world. We have removed the 
aura surrounding Milosevic, at 
home and abroad. At home, wc 
have shown dial he is weak. 
Abroad, we have shown that he 
is a risk factor, not a stability 
factor, just as he has been since 
1990 [in the lead-up to the Yu- 
goslav wars] ... He was ready 
to start a war. not for Serbia, but 
to keep himself in power." 

Despite his proclaimed 
disapproval of nationalism. Mr 


Don’t mention 


the stereotypes 


Imre Karacs 


How simple the world must 
have seemed back in 1994. when 
the leaders of Germany and 
Britain embraced each other, 
and commissioned a book that 
would by the ghusts of the past 
to rest. Never again would na- 
tional stereotypes get in the way 
of reconciliation, they vowed.’ 

Three years on. after crises 
over beef, football and suspect- 
ed pan-European ambitions, the 
two countries' tax-payers were fi- 
nally rewarded yesterday. You 
can get your oopy of Thomas 
Kielinger’s Crossroads and 
Roundabouts from the German 
embassy, or wait until the joint 
publishers, the Foreign Office 
and the German government's 
press office, find a distributor. 

Alas, as the title itself betrays, 
the chequered history of Anglo- 
German relations cannot' be 
told without resorting stereo- 
types. The disciplined Germans, 


it seems, love the rigid rule that 
traffic lights impose on a mad in 
icncction. The anarchic British, 
on the other hand, prefer the 
free-for-all of Hanger Lane. 

So much can be deduced 
from this, and so much is. The 


uninitiated reader learns that 


great men centuries ago had re 
marked on German propensity 
for obedience, in contrast with 
British free spirit 
Mr Kie linger tries hard to find 
common veins in the two na 
lions' genetic make-up and cul 
tural traditions. Victoria and 
Albert were Germans, wc arc in 
formed; Marx and Engels had 
spent many yean: of their lives 
in Britain, and the Beatles mu 


tured into a successful pop 
group in Hamburg's club-land. 

So what? - the reader may 
ask. The author concedes that 
“the British have a problem with 
Europe, and pan of this prob- 
lem is Germany". In this context, 
where the Beatles spent the win 
ter of '60-61 is largely irrelevant 


and don't mention the BSE row: J 


advertising German beef at the interna 


Italy goes in search of new political order 


An chew Gumbel 

Rome 

What on earth is a bicamcrale? 
Most Italians wouldn't be able 
to telf you beyond the feet that 
it has been the subject of fierce 
political debate and has some- 
thing to do with the constitution. 

In fact, the bicameral? - a spe- 
cial commission of both hous- 


es of parliament charged with various factions, parties, shift- 
changing the way Italy is gov- ing alliances and 55 post-war 
eraed - may wefi be the most governments have been unable 
significant political creation for to agree on how to do it. 

50 years. The breakthrough is largely 

It has been clear, for a long due to Massimo D'Alema, 
time that Italy is ungovernable leader of the left-wing PDS 
under present arrangements party and chief tactical brain bc- 
and that something has to be fund Romano Prodi's centre-left 
done to stabilise and amplify the coalition government. His coup 
system. But up until now the has been to woo the leader of 


the opposition, the media mag- 
nate and former prime minis- 
ter Silvio Berlusconi, with an 
irresistible. (offer: the chance to 
pul all his judicial and business 
problems ojn hold and resusci- 
tate his flagging political career. 


late his flagging political career. 

In exchange for making up 
the two-thjrds majority neces- 
sary to bring the bicamemle into 
existence, Mr Berlusconi will 


not now have to worry about 
having one or more of his tele- 
vision channels taken away by 
the Constitutional Court. Nor 
are his various trials for politi- 
cal corruption and business 
malpractice likely to have reper- 
cussions in parliament, as they 
could so easily have done. 

Yesterday," the bicamerale 
was approved by the Senate and 


Djindjic is reluctant to distance 
himself from the Bosnian Serb 
leadership. In 1994 he famously 
showed solidarity with Radovan 
Karadzic in the Bosnian Serb 
capital. Pale. He still sees noth- 
ing wrong with this: ‘i don’t 
regret showing solidarity - we 
had a national crisis." 

Is that not akin to suggesting 
that it was every good German's 
duty to show* solidarity with 
Hitler when the world was 
against him? “A better com- 
parison: a Jew in America 
shows solidarity with Israel, 
even if it has dubious policies." 


He studied in Germany with 
the leading soda) philosopher, 
Jurgen Habermas. "He influ- 
enced me very much. I under- 
stood that if a society wants to 
progress, it must communicate 
its own problems. I saw that au- 
thoritarian societies are a block- 
ade on their own society." 

■ In Kosovo. Serbia’s southern. 
Albanian -majority’ province, the 
Serb rector of the University of 
Pristina was injured in a car- 
bomb explosion yesterday. The 
attack seemed likely to height- 
en ethnic tensions in the already 
unstable province. 



significant shorts 


next week it should breeze 
through the lower house. It will 
have five months to make its rec- 
ommendations. Proposals are 
likely to include a strengthening 
of the power of the Prime Min- 
ister, a rethink of the electoral 
system, and a redefinition of the 
work of parliament to avoid du- 
plication by the Senate and the 
Chamber of Deputies. 


Son of TV star 
Cosby shot 
dead in LA 

The only son of the popular 
US television comedian Bill 
Cosby was shot dead after 
stopping on a mountain road 
not far from central Los 
Angeles. 

The body of Ennis Coshy. 
in his 20s, was found 
alongside his car at the top of 
Sepulveda Pass, publicist 
David Brokaw said. 

The 54-year -old star of the 
Cosby television show was in 
New’ York when he heard of 
his son's death. Cosby and 
wife Camille are the parents 
of four daughters and one 
son. AP- Cos Angeles 

Circumcised 
girls lack care’ 

Hundreds of women and 
girls, some as young as six. 
are suffering horn infections 
following a female 
circumcision ceremony in 
Siena Leone and are 
receiving only limited 
medical care, a British nurse 
said. 

Like all foreigners, the 
nurse. Gloria Thk Ching Yu, 
is barred from entering the 
ceremonial site outside the 
capital Freetown, but she 
said aid workers had been 
sending local health workers 
into the area with medicine 
and directions on how to 
treat the wounded. AP- 
Freetown 


Get-rich-quick 
Albanians 
stay poor 

For the second day in a row. 
an Albanian get -rich-quick 
scheme failed io pay out as 
promised. Depositors who 
feared their savings were lost 
tussled with police and 
smashed windows in 
frustration. Unrest in Mora, 
in southern Albania, came a 
day after a woman operating 
another pyramid fund in the 
capital Tirana declared it 
bankrupt and was arrested. 
AP - IZora. Albania 

Clinton’s hand 
of friendship 

Bowing to calls for more 
civility in politics. President 
Bill Clinton is offering the 
United States’ highest 
civilian award to his 
vanquished Republican rival, 
Bob Dole. 

Mr Clinton plans to award 
the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom to Mr Dole today, 
according to a White House 
official. AP - Washington 

CARgunfight 

French troops fought a 
gunbattle with mutinous 
local soldiers in Central 
African Republic, killing one 
rebel and capturing another, 
the French army said. There 
were no French" casualties. 
Reuters - Bangui 
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From this week - a bigger and better Independent on Sunday 

with a smart new look for 1997 

i! 

An expanded news section with extra pages for the (very best in comment and analysis. 

This week: Labour leader Tony Blair talks exclusively toRosie Boycott about his image, the media, 
literature, and Britain’s “underclass. Plus: Henry Porter on Diana, Princess of Wales; 

and a new column by Body Shop boss Anita Roddick 
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A new second section containing our unrivalled business pages and our acclaimed sports coverage 
This week: the City superwoman, and why footballers are the new stars of TV adverts 
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i 

A big new section full of news, features, ideas and advice on travel, property and your money. 
This week: a guide to off-piste skiing, the first in a new series of Sunday walks, 

and how to sell your house without estate agents 
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THE SUNDAY REVIEW 
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Now includes full seven-day TV listings within Sunday Preview, a comprehensive 

critical guide to the week’s television and radio 



Plus: the intimate thoughts of actor Colin Firth, and The Mew Science of Health - a new 

three-part series explores ways to live lodger and be healthier. 
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Bombs hit 
. US family 

planning 

clinic 



Rupert Corawelt 

Washington 


Anti-abortion violence flared 
again in the US yesterday, as 
two bombs exploded in the 
space of an hour at a building 
housing a family planning clin- 
ic in Atlanta, Georgia, The first 
explosion ripped oul part of a 
wall and the second injured 
several people near by. 

The first blast, at a five- 
storey block that also contains 
the offices of lawyers, dentists 
and accountants, came at 
around 930am local lime. An 
hour later another device ex- 
ploded in a dustbin outside the 
building, lightly wounding an 
agent of the federal Bureau of 
Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms 
(BATF). who had been sent to 
investigate the first explosion. 
Several others who had been 
evacuated from inside the 
building were also hurt. 

It was “a miracle'* no one was 
badly injured or killed, one 
eye-witness said. 

After the explosions, a 
police spokesman told journal- 
ists: “It appears the clinic was 
the target of the attack and that 
some kind of explosive device 
was employed." No group im- 
mediately claimed responsibil- 
ity and no threats had been 
received by the clinic, the North- 
side Family Planning Services, 
although it was reportedly the 
target of a simil ar bombing in 
1984. 

As the Atlanta Mayor, Bill 
Campbell, immediately ordered 
extra police protection for all 
such clinics, workers were evac- 


uated from the nearby Pied- 
mont Clinic after a telephoned 
bomb warning. 

The Atlanta incident is the 
latest in 15 years of anti- 
abortionist violence in the US, 
during which dozens of clinics 
have been blockaded, bombed, 
or set on fire in 28 states. Five 
medical workers have been 
murdered in three separate at- 
tacks. 

In July 1994, the former 
church minister Paul Hill shot 
dead a doctor and his assistant 
at a Pensacola clinic and is at 
present on Florida's death row. 
Five months later, John Sahri, 
a part-time hairdresser, shot and 
killed two ctinic receptionists in 
Massachusetts. He later com- 
mitted suicide in prison. 

Thereafter, at least until yes- 
terday, the violence seemed to 
subside. But the issue of abor- 
tion continues to make politi- 
cal waves, most recently with the 
controversy over President 
Clinton’s veto of a bill that 
would have completely 
outlawed late-term or “partial 
birth" abortions, even though 
the procedure is normally used 
only in extreme medical 
emergencies. 

The attack comes less than a 
week before a scheduled big 
anti-abortion rally here, to mark 
the 24lh anniversary of the 
Supreme Court's historic 1973 
Roe vs Vfade ruling, enshrining 
a woman's right to have an abor- 
tion. That right has been upheld 
in subsequent high court judge- 
ments. despite every effort of 
the anti-abortion lobby to 
overturn it. 



Hellish: Charleston, where two more women cadets resigned this week from the Military College of South Carolina, unable to stand intimidation Photograph: Bob KristfBlack Star 

Culture of cruelty in the sublime city 


Why is it that unspeakable 
things tend to happen in the 
most sublime settings? 
Charleston, I can assert with au- 
thority after almost six years of 
living in America, is the most 
beautiful city in the land. 

And on the northern edge of 
its historic district lies a group 
of austere, white-painted build- 
ings crenellated like a Moorish 
castle, clustered around a vast 
green parade ground lined with 
palms and broad oak trees. 
These are the barracks of the 
Citadel, the Military College of 
South Carolina. By the stan- 
dards of such institutions, it too 
is undeniably an architectural 
ornament. What goes on there, 
however, is not so much beau- 
tiful as bestial. 

For two years the once all- 
male Citadel has been at- 
tempting to comply with a 


CHARLESTON DAYS 
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Supreme Court order that it 
must admit women. 

In 1995 Shannon Faulkner, 
who sued to force open its 
doors, became its first female 
cadeL She lasted a week, bro- 
ken not by the traditionally 
brutal treatment of new entrants 
but by isolation. 

In August 1996, four more 
women enrolled. This week 
two resigned, unable to put up 
with “hazing", or persecution, 
that included physical assault, 
being drenched in nail varnish 
remover which was then set 
alight and being forced to drink 
tea till they threw up. Lest 1 for- 
get, there was straightforward 
sexual harassment too. 
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It's going to be an uncertain couple of years for mortgage 
rates; but it needn't be for you. 

With the Woolwich’s new Fixed Rate Mortgage you can 
be sure of exactly what you’re paying until March 1999, if 
you are an existing customer on the move, or a new 
mortgage customer. 

Take the first step to getting your rate fixed by calling in 
to your local Woolwich branch and having a chat with our 
mortgage adviser. Or call Woolwich Direct, at local rate, 
Monday to Friday 8.30am- 9.00pm, Saturday 9.00am-3pm 
or Sunday 10.00am -2.00pm 
on 0645 75 75 75 quoting ref: 

IA171. For ■ your security, 
telephone conversations may 
be recorded. 
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Now, - hazin g" is illegal. But 
in truth it is just an outgrowth 
of the Citadel's strange, savage 
culture since it was founded in 
in 1842 to “graduate young 
men who have been taught the 
high ideals of honour, integri- 
ty. loyalty and patriotism". 
Duty, says the sign in the bar- 
racks courtyard, 'is the most 
sublime word in the English lan- 
guage", to be instilled in what 
a visitor's guidesheet calls “a 
unique holistic and adversarial 
environment". 

As euphemisms go, that 
takes some beating. The fresh- 
man enters this military acad- 
emy blowing his life for a year 
will he, by deliberate design, not 
so much adversaria] as hellish. 

He will be bullied, intimi- 
dated and humiliated, all in the 
aim of moulding the perfect sol- 
dier - disciplined, unselfish, 
and utterly obedient. Small 
wonder one in five cadets drops 
out during year one. 

Now, one may well ask, why 
should any woman in her right 



Shannon Faulkner Brutality 
of Citadel proved too much 

mind want to submit to this per- 
verted warrior culture? Her 
right to do so. as the Supreme 
Coart agreed, is beyond con- 
stitutional dispute. But boys 
will be boys. And after spend- 
ing two years and milli ons of 
dollars to keep them out, the 
Citadel would not make it easy. 

True, it has gone through the 
motions. Panic buttons have 
been installed in the quarters of 
women cadets. Two male cadets 
have been suspended, and 11 
may be disciplined after the lat- 
est incidents. “The Citadel’s 
future is co-educational." its 


interim president Clifton Poole 
assured us this week. But, he 
added even more revealingly, it 
did not need “outsiders telling 
us what to do". So spake the 
quintessential Charleston: 
proud, instinctively superior, 
and loathing of change. 

You see it everywhere. Be- 
hind the counters of small 
diops, well-raised ladies of a cer- 
tain age take an eternity to ring 
up the simplest transaction, 
prodding and fiddling with chat 
late 20tb century barbarity 
called the electronic cash reg- 
ister. While you wait, they dis- 
pense the courtesies of an 
English tea-room: no Yankee 
inanities like -Have a nice day" 
will be found here. But ap- 
pearances are deceptive. Behind 
those cashmerc-dad exteriors 
hide souls of steel. 

Charleston may seem 
dreamy and sensuous, sus- 
pended amid marshes, sea- 
mists and brown pelicans 
cutting across the harbour wa- 
ters. But only with conformity 
and discipline can the beauty of 
old streets be maintained. Not 
a speck of dirt disfigures the pas- 
tel colours of the houses. Every 
half-hidden garden, every 


portico and and patio must be 
similarly perfect, preserving the 
order of a vanished world. As 
with the Citadel, so with the dty. 
Be it a woman at the military 
college, or graffiti on the walls 
of an ethereal East Battery 
mansion gazing out towards 
the Atlantic Ocean - the sacri- 
lege is the same. 

Remember too that South 
Carolina was the first state to 
withdraw from the Union in 
1860, and hothead Southern sol- 
diers (many of them graduates 
of the Citadel) fired the first 
shots of the American Civil 
War. And in a way, you feel, it 
has never really ended. 
Charleston does not just peddle 
the old Confederacy to tourists, 
but deep down still lives it. 
The magic of the place lies not 
only in the melancholy of lost 
causes - but in a belief that 
somehow the cause was not lost 
at all. Back to Charleston, de- 
cides Rhett Butler at the end of 
Gone With The Wind, “where 
there's still a little bit of grace 
■and charm left" Indeed there 
is. Alas, however, not at the 
Citadel. 

Rupert Cornwell 


Contracted-out pension 
arrangements are changing 

Pass it on. 



REMEMBER TO TELL ALL YOUR EMPLOYEES. 


IF YOU'RE AN EMPLOYER, you need to know that 
from 6 April 1997 new legislation comes into effect 
changing pension law for contracted-out pension 
schemes. If you offer a salary-related scheme now, and 
you are re-electing for it to remain as one, you have a 
responsibility to tell all your employees about the con- 
tracting-out changes. But don't worry. To help you 
explain them, the D5S has produced a free leaflet you 
can give to your staff. And if you offer a money-pur- 
chase scheme, you might also find it useful. Either way, 
there's no limit on the number of copies you can have, 
so it makes it easy for you to pass the message on. 
To order, phone 0346 31 32 33 or post the coupon to - 
DSS Pensions, Freepost BS 5555/1, Bristol B$99 1 BL. 
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Star of David flies 


over Hebron no more 



Patrick Cockbum 

Jerusalem 


Israeli soldiers were yesterday 
taking down the bluc-and-whitc 
Star of David flag on the roof 
of the military headquarters 
from which they have ruled 
Hebron for 30 years. The order 
for the final withdrawal of Israeli 
troops from the city, the capi- 
tal of the southern West Bank, 
was expected as soon as the Is- 
raeli Knesset voted its approval. 

For the Israeli right it Ls a day 
of mourning. With the approval 
of the chief rabbi ofKiryat Arba. 
the Jewish settlement which 
overlooks Hebron, the settlers 
in the centre of the city will cer- 
emonially rend their clothes - 
usually only small slits are 
made - to mark their grief at the 
partial Israeli withdrawal. 

In Jerusalem the cabinet ap- 
proved the protocol on Hebron 
by a margin of 1 1 to 7 after a 
rancorous 12-hour debate in 


which Binyamin Begin, son of 
Menachim Begin, the former 
prime minister, resigned in 
protest, accusing Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu. the Prime Minister, of 
ceding “the Jewish homeland". 

Outside the Prime Minis- 
ters office a demonstrator held 
up a placard reading: “You 
promised. We believed. You 
betrayed.” But about 67 percent 
of Israelis said they were satis- 
fied with the Hebron agreement 
signed on Wednesday, accord- 
ing to the da fly Yediot Aharan- 


ot. Only 25 per cent were 
dissatisfied. 


There is jubilation among the 
previous Labour government's 
supporters, defeated by Mr Ne- 
tanyahu in last May's election, 
who sec their policies justified. 
Shimon Peres, the former prime 
minister, said: “I truly congrat- 
ulate the government on the 
signing of the protocol based on 
the Oslo agreement." Uri Savir, 
the former leader of Israel's ne- 


gotiating team, says: “On most 
issues there are improvements 
- for the Palestinians." 

This optimism may be mis- 
placed, Mr Netanyahu has 
gone along with continuing to 
implement the Oslo accords 
largely because of intense in- 
ternational pressure from Egypt 
and Jordan in the Arab world, 
the West Europeans and, above 
all, the US. If the partial with- 
drawal from Hebron allows 
him to break out of diplomat- 
ic isolation he may repair his re- 
lations with the settlers, the 
shock troops of the right, by 
expanding settlements. 

The US has played a much 
greater role in the recent talks 
than during negotiations on 
Oslo under Labour. Meiroo 
Benvenisti, an expert on the 
West Bank, says: “The agree- 
ment is not an Israeli- 
Palestinian agreement, rather an 
Israeli-American and a Pales- 
tinian- American agreement." 


The Prime Minister says his 
greatest achievement was to 
get an agreement that Israel will 
determine the extent of its 
withdrawal in the third phase of 
the pull-out from the West 
Bank. Under Oslo, Israel can 
keep “military locations”. Mr 
Netanyahu implies this may 
mean half the West Bank. Saeb 
Erekat, the Palestinian nego- 
tiator, says this means “mflitary 
bases” and no more. 

By giving up most of Hebron, 
where Abraham and the Patri- 
archs lie buried, Mr Netanyahu 
is receding from his old argu- 
ment that the West Bank was 
given by God to the Jews. But 
on the ground Mr Netanyahu 
has ceded little yet. The Hebron 
protocol suffers from the same 
railing as the rest of the Oslo ac- 
cord. Authority is handed to 
Palestinians, but settlers stay in 
place, ensuring endless friction 
between two groups of people 
who detest each other. 
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Heading home: A Palestinian watches Israeli troops leaving a military post in Hebron 


Photograph: AP 
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New questions 
over sacking 
of HK official 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


New revelations continue to 
flow in the scandal surrounding 
the forced resignation of 
Lawrence Leung, the former 
head of Hong Kong’s immigra- 
tion department They come as 
a furious Chris Patten, the Gov- 
ernor, returned to the colony 
from London yesterday attack- 
ing media coverage of the deba- 
cle as a “lot of self-indulgent 
nonsense". 

Speaking at the airport, he 
rounded on critics who believe 
that Mr Leung was treated 
j harshly for breaking rules relat- 
ed to his business affairs. “If you 
have discovered that the Direc- 
tor of Immigration couldn't pass 
an integrity check but the gov- 
ernment had swept it under the 
carpet and let him slay in office, 
you would have pilloried the gov- 
ernment and rightly," he told re- 
porters. 

On Wednesday the govern- 
ment finally admitted that Mr 
Leung had been forced out, 
having agreed with him to tell the 
public that he was stepping 
down for personal reasons. 
However legislators believe that 
the government has still not 
come dean about the reasons for 
Mr Leung's departure and will 
summon the Chief Secretary. 
Anson Chan, for further ques- 
tioning next week. 

The legislator's disquiet is fu- 
elled by a steady trickle of new 
allegations about Mr Leung and 
a growing number of unan- 
swered questions. 

A senior official in Ottawa told 
The Independent yesterday that 
special arrangements were made 
for Mr Leung to secure Cana- 
dian citizenship which circum- 
vented normal immigration 
roles. Mr Leung has consistent- 
ly stressed his good relations with 
officials from the incoming Chi- 
nese regime and it is undear why 
he wanted a Canadian passport 

However in 1989, the year he 


became director, his wife and 
children emigrated to Canada 
where they bought a luxurious 
flat in Vancouver. In 1993 his 
daughter Sylvia was murdered 
with a crossbow. Police are in- 
vestigating a link with Chinese 
triad gangs- The Leung family 
and SyhTa Leung's boyfriend 
were the victims of at least five 
arson attacks before the murder. 

All family members are pew 
back in Hong Kong where they 1 
have become embroiled in the 
financial controversy which the 
government has cited as the 
reason for Mr Leung's forced 
resignation. Both Mr Leung's 
son Hugo and his wife, Kitty, are 
directors of companies alongside 
Mr Leung. He failed to declare 
his interest in them when asked 


to do so by his superiors 
One of the companies 


One of the companies, the 
New China Hong Kong Adver- 
tising Company, is linked to the 
New China Hong Kong Group, 
an investment company found- 
ed by Tsui Tsin-tong with the 
backing of the Chinese author- 
ities. Mr TsuL a benefoctor of the 
British Museum, is known to 
have been an arms trader. 

It appears that while head of 
the immigration department, 
responsible for sensitive dealings 
with Chinese officials, Mr Leung 
was trying to establish a business 
in China with one of the Hong 
Kong businessmen closest to 
China’s government. 

Another of Mr Leung's undis- 
closed businesses. Dragon 
House Investments, was linke d 
to Lau Wong-fat. one of the leg- 
islators with the best relations 
with Peking. Mr Lau is a godfa- 
ther figure in Hong Kong's rur- 
al areas where he has extensive 
property holdings. 

Most of Hong Kong’s Chi- 


nese language newspapers yes- 
terday suggested that the 
financial irregularities sur- 
rounding Mr Leung were in- 
sufficient to justify his dis missal . 
Mr Patten said he was amazed 
by those suggestions. 
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Taming the Franco-German behemoth 
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T hey lied through their teeth. So 
says Sir James Goldsmith, 
whose confused propaganda is 
about to flood the country. Of course 
they didn’t. The politicians of both 
maiD parties who took us into the 
European Community, and kept us 
there, did not lie to us. They made a 
difficult, compromised and pragmatic 
judgement of the balance of national 
advantage. But central to their case 
was the argument that Britain would 
not be absorbed into a bigger country 
called Europe. It was always accepted 
that there were some misguided for- 
eign Johnnies who wanted to create 
a United States of Europe, but they 
were not many, and, besides, there 
was always trouble with the trans- 
lations. Even- if many in the German 
and French political elites did want to 
go further than was strictly reason- 
able, they would not be able to, 
because the different languages and 
cultures, especially of an expanded 
Community. Would make it imprac- 
tical. That was a reasonable belief 
then, and it has not yet been proven 
to be wrong. 

But now we do have to reconsider. 
Our exclusive report yesterday (so 
exclusive that even the British Foreign 
Office struggled to grasp its truth) is 
an important breakthrough in our 
understanding of the Franco- 
German engine at the heart of the 
European project. We need to be 


clear about what is going on across the 
Channel, because the view has been 
well and truly fogged by wild 
Europhobe language, and by obscu- 
rantist Eurocrat jargon (“flexibility”, 
“pillars" and other inter-governmen- 
tal mumbo-jumbo). 

Taxes and wars are the two defin- 
ing features of nation states. In the 
past 500 years, modem countries 
created themselves by waging wars, 
and to pay for those wars they raised 
taxes. Now Germany and France want 
the inner core of Europe to har- 
monise tax policy - not just VAT on 
sales, already subject to upper and 
lower limits, but also income tax. 
This is not only the stuff of nation 
statehood, it is the very meat of mod- 
ern politics, the issue that dominates 
democratic elections: how much will 
the voters pay to run the state? Later, 
the Franco-German elites will want to 
merge defence policy, the war-making 
machinery. It is time to face up to the 
fact that this is precisely what British 
pro-Europeans always argued and 
hoped would never happen. Of course 
the trite response to our story in yes- 
terday’s newspaper is to declare, as 
Downing Street and the European 
Civil Service did, that it could not hap- 
pen under the terms of the Treaties of 
Rome and Maastricht which are the 
founding documents of the Euro- 
pean constitution. 

This is beside the point. Or rather. 


it may actually be the point, in that it 
is clear that the French and German 
governments are thinking beyond 
those treaties, and that constitution. 
It is now obvious that the governing 
Elites in Germany and France really 
do intend to create a fully integrated 
core Europe, and it is possible that 
they will create new structures, sepa- 
rate from the European Union, to do 
it. The Benelux countries, and Italy, 
Austria, Spain, Portugal and Ireland 
will want to go along with the core 
Europe project, leaving Britain, with 
Denmark and possibly Sweden, 
outside. 


Now, the splitting of tbe EU into 
two unequal parts is deeply un- 
appealing to British eyes, and it may 
never happen. We have argued for 
some time that tbe governing Elites in 
Germany and France are danger- 
ously out of touch with their own 
peoples, let alone the peoples of the 
rest of Europe. But that has not 
stopped them in the past and is no 
guarantee that Thx and Social Security 
Union will fail. 

If it goes ahead, it would not be the 
European superstate of sceptic pro- 
paganda. It would be something much 
harder to stop: a close-knit group of 


nations governed by consensus and 
majority voting. The further away we 
get from Maastricht, 1991, the clearer 
It becomes that it was not, as John 
Major argued at the time, the turning 
of the European tide; it was merely a 
holding operation. 

In principle, outer European 
countries could be members of a 
single currency without being mem- 
bers of a tax union. In practice, it is 
unthinkable. Tbe case for Britain 
joining a single currency is already 
fragile. In order to argue that mean- 
ingful national sovereignty could be 
retained, it depends on the EU being 
an association of states of roughly 
equal status existing co-operatively in 
a single currency area. The domin- 
ance of the area by a core-Europe 
behemoth, in a possibly antagonistic 
relationship with Britain, a lone, 
medium -sized nation on its peripheiy, 
is not a scenario that either Tony Blair 
or Mr Major's successor could pos- 
sibly contemplate. 

It looks as if we might arrive at a 
point where even a future Labour 
government might after all be faced 
with a form of the “in or out" ques- 
tion. Not in or out of the EU, which 
could .become an increasingly redun- 
dant organisation of hangers-on. 
The real question will be whether 
Brirain should be in or out of the 
European core. 

But all is not yet lost. This apoca- 


lyptic vision of a future of two 
Europes ought to spur us on to pose 
deep questions. In particular, one 
assumption ought to be challenged. 
Robin Cook, the shadow Foreign 
Secretary, appears to agree with 
Mr Major that our role in the EU 
ought to be to put ourselves at the 
bead of an alliance of peripheral 
nations against the Franco-German 
conspiracy. Surely, this is a flawed 
strategy on two counts. Surely Britain 
should either join a core troika that 
sets the direction of Europe, or find 
another more positive route to the 
future? And is pan of the problem not 
the lack of an alternative project 
around which the smaller nations 
could unite? 

That is why it was significant that 
Tony Blair yesterday came out against 
the idea of “flexibility" in the new 
treaty to be signed in Amsterdam in 
June. But that only raises the question 
of what he and Mr Cook favour. The 
challenge is to come up with a cred- 
ible vision of Europe's future and 
work for it from within the core. By 
coincidence, this newspaper has 
argued consistently for such a vision 
over the past year, a model of a 
democratic constitution for what we 
call a confederal Europe, which is in 
tune with the desire of the majority of 
the peoples of Europe to preserve 
their independence while being part 
of something greater. 
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Bugging: we 
cannot simply 
trust police 

Sin Tbe letter from the president 
of the Association of Chief Police 
Officers (Acpo) and others (15 
January) tells us we need not be 
concerned about tbe powers to be 
given to them by the Police Bill. 
Liberty takes a different view. 

He argues that surveillance and 
bugging have been going on for a 
long time and the Bill does not 
provide for new tactics. That this 
procedure has been used although 
it is of dubious legality and often 
unlawful is an interesting 
confession. Whilst it is true that the 
police service has been concerned 
about the lawfulness of this 
practice, these qualms have, at least 
publicly, only been recently 
expressed. If the police have been 
prepared to bend the rules in the 
past, does that not confirm that we 
are right to be concerned about new 
powers being abused in the future? 

I do not believe chief constables 
will, as a matter of course, seek to 
listen in to conversations between 
clients and lawyers, but it is wrong 
in principle for police officers, even 
chief constables, to have the power 
to authorise such surveillance. The 
suggestion by Acpo that police ■ 
officers should be able to take the 
very sensitive decision to listen in 
to discussions between lawyers and 
clients in the middle of a criminal 
trial if, to quote the Bill, the officer 
“thinks it is necessary” because of 
suspected jury-firing, makes me 
even more alarmed than 1 was 
before I read this letter. 

The other concern that Acpo tries 
to dispel relates to the surveillance 
of protesters. The Bill allows 
bugging and burgling only in respect 
of the prevention or detection of 
serious crime. However the 
definition of serious crime includes 
“conduct by a large number of 
persons in pursuit of a common 
purpose". Since the Criminal 
Justice and Public Order Act some 
forms of trespass now constitute 
criminal offences, and surveillance 
of those involved in road protests 
win be made lawful by this Bill. 

Judges already have a role in 
deciding whether sensitive material 
held by doctors, journalists and 
. priests can be searched by the 
police and this system can easily be 
extended to deal with bugging. It 
may be necessary to ensure that 
judges are av ailab le outside court 
hours, but systems already exist for 
judges to deal with injunctions and 

' other urgent matters. 

The current protections force us 
to trust the integrity and good 
sense of the police. I know that they 
will very often get it right, but there 
are too many examples of police 
-officers getting it wrong, and these 
powers are too important for us to 
rely on that trust so completely. 

, JOHN WADHAM 
Director 
Liberty 
London 5E1 

Sir Chief constables claim that 

under the Police Bill they could not 

lawfully authorise the bugging of 
conversations between solicitors 
and clients who are not discusing 
corrupt acts (letter, 15 January). 
They are wrong- 
As it stands, the Police Bill docs 
notprevent the police invading the 
privacy of ordinary people who arc 
quite properly seeking legal advice. 

-This s because bugging equipment 

' . by its nature is indiscriminate. All 

■Mentis visiting a solicitor whose 

office is under surveillance would 
have their conversations taped m the 

".course of a surveillance operation. 

Chief constables also suggest 



incorrectly that there are 
constitutional difficulties in making 
bugging and other covert 
surveillance techniques subject to 
prior judicial authority. It is the 
long-established role of our 
judiciary to balance the interests of 
the individual with those of the 
-state, and this is dearly recognised 
in legislation such as the Police and 
Criminal Evidence Act 1984. 
DEREK SANDS 
Chairman, Courts and Legal 
Services Committee 
The Law Society 
London WC2 

Sin That the six chief constables 
whose letter you published expect 
your readers to believe that robbers 
would use solicitors’ premises to 
avoid police surveillance is 
frightening enough. Even more 
alarming is the possibility that they 
in ay actually believe it themselves. 

Given the seniority of its 
authors, the letter is a desperately 
disappointing attempt to justify a 
frightening piece of legislation. 
Their dismissal of the genuine risks 
of abuse of their powers as 
“emotive red-herrings" confirms 
that they are not capable of 
operating any safeguards whatever 
and chat authorisation from outside 
the police service is essential. 

The current draft of the Police 
Bill leaves the police so much scope 
to “suspect" serious crime that they 
can. in effect, justify bugging 
virtually anyone who crosses their 
path. The chief constables’ 
enthusiastic welcome for the 

commissioner who will 

retrospectively scrutinise their 
decisions tells us all we need to 
know about how many teeth that 
watchdog won't have. 

PAUL STRASBURGER 
London NW6 


Votes or violence 
at Newbury 

Sir: I was at the Newbury Bypass 
rally on Saturday. As councillor 
representing communities either 
side of the bypass and as a signatory 
t o the Road Traffic Reduction Bill - 
(RTRB), I was happy to show 
solidarity for those with whose aims 
1 sympathise but whose methods I 
have all along disapproved of. 

I left before the violence, after 
Tony Benn's speech, in which he 
spoke of the importance of non- 
violent protest and of participation 
in mainstream politics. As he 
mentioned the word “vote”, 1 heard 
young people behind me snort and 
chuckle. What a pity thar so many 
of those most enraged try 
environmental destruction won't 
even be registered to cast their 
votes for ca ndid ates likely to 
support an KTRB in the next 
parliament. 

It is not top late for everyone to 
get on an electoral register now: it 
will be too late when the general 
election is called. People fought for 
the right to vote in the way anti- 
road protesters are fighting now. 
TONY VICKERS 
Newbury Berkshire 
The writer is Liberal Democrat 
Prospective Parliamentary 
Candidate for Devizes 

Sir “Saving the world" needs 
action, not patronising editorials 
(leading article, 13 January). The 
“violence" to a tipper track at 
Newbury is as nothing compared to 
the relentless trashing and burning 


of ancient woodland, demolition of 
thousands of homes and eviction of 
whole communities that the roads 
programme continues to demand. 

Peaceful protest has been all but 
outlawed by tbe Criminal Justice 
Act. MI5 are 1 "watching'' 
environmental groups and activists 
and the forthcoming Police Bill will 
allow the police to burgle and bug 
their homes, culminating in 
imprisonment for those with “a 
common purpose". 

Your servile cry for a green 
leader (who is always good for a 
profile piece) betrays your limited 
understanding of green political 
thought, while your inability to see 
beyond the all- knowing “free” 
market confirms your allegiance to 
government and corporate 
“business as usual". 

“Violence” is an emotive word 
and condemnation from the moral 
high ground (soon to be reduced to 
an open-cast mine ) is all too easy. 
DARREN LOCXE 
London N4 


Price of Tories 

Sir As 1 stand at the bus stop in the 
morning I am confronted by a large 
poster advertising “New Labour - 
New Price Rises". Yes. please. 

New price rises would be a 
welcome relief from those I have 
suffered so far this year: 20 per cent 
on my morning bus fare and 7 per 
cent on ray tube fere. If this is how 
this government manages inflation, 
how could the alternative be worse? 
GEORGE BENNETT 
London N19 


Blast in the new 
millennium 

Sir Three cheers for Nicholas 
Roe's suggestion of a millennium 
blasting of architectural eyesores 
(article, 10 January). "TWo and a half 
cheers for Jonathan Giancey's 
nominations. 

Yes, away with all the Kentucky 
Fried Georgian boxes which are 
such unworthy successors to the 
fine suburban housing projects of 
inter-war and post-war years. Away 
with Quinlan Terry's dreary and 
unimag inative heritage theme-park 
pastiches, so beloved of the Prince 
ofWdes. 

But spare the Victorian terraces, 
for while individual buildings 
among them may lack much, 
collectively they often demonstrate 
the skill and imagination of 19th- 
centuiy city planners, who 
envisaged the urban scene as a 
whole - in terms of streets and 
vistas and eye-catching features. 

Most notable are comer sites, 
often malted with a tower, a 
cupola or a portico terminating a 
view and lending grandeur to the 
most ordinary of streets. We still 
(just) have some fine examples in 
Liverpool. 

An alternative candidate for the 
millennium chop? I’m a champion 
of many modem buildings because 
the mid-20th century has produced 
some real gems - Baal Spence's 
work at Newcastle University for 
example. And I would much prefer 
tbe dramatic and sculptured 1960s 
Paternoster Square near St Paul’s 
to the mindless “classical” 
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I nonsense proposed to replace it. 

1 Bur tbe Canary Wharf tower has 
to represent the nadir of 
architecture. The mindless scale 
and banality of this nauseous 
building sums up the worst excesses 
of tbe “get-ricfa-quick” Thatcher 
Eighties. 

DG BEARDSLEY 
Liverpool 

Sin Architects and architectural 
correspondents do not seem to 
judge a building by whether it 
works but according to some 
curious theology preached only by 
architects, and incomprehensible 
to tbe rest of us who use buildings. 

Jonathan Clancey (“A 
comprehensive cock-up". 10 
January) called for the 
preservation of a building that 
dearly does not work, the PImJico 
School, and rubbished one that 
does work, Richmond Riverside 
(“Tear down terraces, shopping 
centres, the lot", 10 January). 

The glass school, although 
visually exciting, is on Giancey's 
own admission too hot or too cold, 
and costs £370,000 a year to 
maintain. It does not work. 

Richmond Riverside, whatever 
one may think of "faux Georgian" 
as a style, attracts many more 
people to use its pubs and stroll 
along the Thames than does, for 
instance, the terrace in front of the 
festival Hall. It works for both 
passers-by and occupants. What 
more can be asked of a building? 

But Jonathan Glancey and his 
peers are only interested in style, 
not content. He should ask the users 
why some buildings work and some 
don't. He might be shaken by their 
replies into a better understanding 
of what architecture is about. ' 
RICHARD SARSON 
London SW2D 
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Why rabies jabs 
could go wrong 

Sir: Prior vaccination of pets 
against rabies would not necessarily 
make their import without 
quarantine safe (letters, 3, 6 
January). Sooner or later 
something will go wrong and a pet 
will be admitted while incubating 
rabies. Animals incubating the 
infection at the time of vaccination 
are still able to pass it on at the end 
of the incubation period, which 
may be prolonged, despite having 
passed the blood test. 

There are probably about 8 
million dogs in the country, of 
which a large, but unknown 
proportion are uncontrolled - 
strays, or turned out daily to fend 
for themselves while their owners 
are at work. With tbe introduction 
of rabies, they would be available, if 
unvaccinated, as vectors for its 
further spread. 

Abolition of quarantine should 
be preceded by vaccination against 
rabies of all British dogs. This will 
require a registration scheme 
detailing the whereabouts of dogs 
and their owners, and a rogue- 
proof system of animal 
identification. It would thus be 
possible to require animals to be 
presented for vaccination and 
regular revaccination. 

The Government has so far 
refused to consider registration, 
but schemes that work are not 
impossible. Other countries have 
them. If an adequate fee is charged, 
a system of dog-registration could 
be self-financing -even with 
rebates for blind persons and poor 
pensioners. It is not unreasonable 
to require owners to meet the costs. 
This may not be regarded kindly by 
pet-owning voters, but could be a 
useful way to reduce the number of 
dogs in tbe country to those which 
are reallv wanted. 

Professor COLIN KAPLAN FRCPalh 
Reading. Berkshire 


Sex on the 
Quayside 

Sir. In my 40-minute phone 
interview I never once said that 
Quayside, Tyne -Tees TV’s new 
drama, was “sex-free" ( leading 
article. 14 January). Nor has it ever 
been “billed" as such. 

The implication that Quayside's 
storylines have been influenced by 
Bruce GyngeU's views on 
Hollywood Lovers is false. Mr 
Gyngell has had no editorial input 
on the show. ITTV has given me 
and Quayside's writers complete 
freedom to produce a show with 
the best chance of making a dent in 
EastEndps' audience. 

I can inform your readers living 
in “Middlesbrough and Whitley 
Bay" that with storylines based on 
transgressions of the seven deadly 
Sins (plus consequences thereof), 
there is sex aplenty in Quayside. 
MATTHEW ROBINSON 
Producer, ‘Quayside’ 

Newcastle upon Tyne 


Stone of Egypt? 

Sin The suggestion (letter, 13 
Januaty) that the Stone of Scone 
should be returned to Northern 
Ireland should be treated with 
caution. The same legend that says 
it was taken to Scotland by Fergus 
Mac Ere says the stone is Jacob's 
Pillow, and was brought to Ireland 
by the grandson of the daughter of 
the Pharaoh who found Moses in 
tfaebullnishes. 

So should we not rather return it 
to Egypt? Or Israel? 

hector McDonnell 

Glenarm. Co Antrim 
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New 

perspectives: 
buildings 
favoured by 
the new 
director, 
Richard 
Hodges 
(centre), 
include (far 
left) the 
fiercely 
Modem 
White House 
m Surrey; 
and the new 
boat house 
at Henley 


Learning to love carbuncles 


T he Prince oF Wales’s 
Institute of Archi- 
tecture occupies an 
exquisite Nash villa 
on the edge of 
Regent's Park, the sublime neo- 
classical urban development 



is deeply unpopu. 
his lifetime and notorious for 
his love affairs, but remem- 
bered by posterity for the Park 
and the Street. 

Once upon a lime - any 
time, in fact, in the past four 
years - the villa and its location 
by the park would have served 
as useful shorthand for the per- 
ceived nature and limitations of 
Prince Charles’s architectural 
aspirations: nostalgic, refined, 
turning a haughty back equally 
on the grungy mayhem of Cam- 
den High Street. 200 yards 
down the hilL and on the works 
and philosophy of Modernism. 

But after the most dramatic 
changes yet in the Institute's 
short but turbulent history, this 
convenient symbolism will no 
longer serve, in October the 
Director of Studies, Dr Richard 
John, was replaced after only 
nine monihs in the job by 
Richard Hodges* a professor of 
archeology. Two months later, 
at the Prince’s request, all 15 
members of the Institute’s gov- 
erning council stood down, and 
have yet to be replaced. 


Now Richard Hodges plans 
to move the Institute from its 
beautiful but impractical head- 
quarters to a new location, as yet 
undecided but which, following 
the lead of the Prince's Phoenix 
Trust, may well be a listed but 
abandoned building such as a 
redundant school or hospital in 
an urban regeneration site. 

And as the symbols change, 
so wUJ the matter symbolised. 
Dr John. Professor Hodges's 
predecessor, was an ardent 
enthusiast for Oassicism, an 
acolyte of David Watldn, the - 
don' of Peterhause College. 
Cambridge. Under John’s 
direction the Institute was 
dearly identified as the avowed 
enemy of the Modernist phi- 
losophy that has dominated 
British architecture since the 
war. It was the friend of reac- 
tionary neo-classical architects 
such as Qtimlan Terry and John 
Simpson, the academic arm of 
the tendency which produced 
the (yet unbuilt) neo-classical 
plans for the redevelopment of 
Paternoster Square, abutting 
St Paul’s Cathedral. 

Now, under Professor 
Hodges and indirectly but 
unmistakably following the 
wish of the Prince himself, all 
that is to change. “I don’t doubt 
that there, is a place for classi- 
cism." Professor Hodges told 
me, “but that kind of stylistic 
issue is not our interest" 


After denouncing contemporary architecture, Prince Charles’s 
own institute is taking a new direction - Classicism is giving 
way to Modernism. Peter Popham talks to its director 


Prince Charles's involvement 
in architecture, the longest-run- 
ning and most controversial of 
his efforts to change the coun- 
try he will one day reign over, 
is thus at a watershed. His ini- 
tiative began, as Britain’s archi- 
tects will never forget or forgive, 
with his “monstrous carbun- 
cle” speech of 1984. Negativity 
and reaction: these were the 
crimes Charles’s furious critics 
accused him of in the wake of 
the speech. Every initiative 
since has been a further effort 
to repudiate them. In 1987 he 
was shown the plans for 
Paternoster Square and was 
appalled by them. Four months 
later, in a speech at Mansion 
House, he returned to his attack 
on Modernism and its effect on 
the City, but now his thoughts 
were guided and given focus by 
a group of anti-Modernist aca- 
demics, journalists and others, 
including Brian Hanson and 
Jules Lubbock (who were later 
to be intimately involved in the 
Prince's Institute). 

The result, two years later, 
were radically reactionary alter- 
native proposals for the rede- 
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velopment of 
Paternoster 
Square, featur- 
ing bulky mod- 
em office bufld- 
ings covered in 
neo-classical 
detailing. 

The Prince 
was learning 
that he could 
not only stop 
things, he could 
also get things 
done. Other ini- 
tiatives fol- 
lowed, such as 
the bousing estate, Poundbury. 
on Duchy of Cornwall land 
near Dorchester. But the cre- 
ation of the Institute of Archi- 
tecture in 1992 was the big 
one. Through the Institute the 
Prince would escape the trap of 
being limited to commenting or 
taking-action on individual pro- 
jects one at a time. Instead, a 
permanent organisation would 
be put in place, dedicated to the 
Prince's vision. 

Two years later he oversaw 
the launch of Perspecthvs, a 
magazine of architecture, nom- 
inally independent both of the 
Institute and its governing 
council, but in fact closely mon- 
itored by both, and just as ded- 
icated to Furthering the Caro- 
line vision. 

In the years since they were 
set up , however, both the Insti- 
tute and the magazine have had 
an extremely bumpy ride. In its 
first four years, the Institute has 
had four directors; Penpcct ties' 
first editor. One Foot in the Post 
presenter Dan CruOcshank, was 
sacked soon after the launch. 
Both magazine and institute 
have appeared to be desper- 



ately attempt- 
ing' to tread 
water. 

The Insti- 
tute. heavily 
underwritten by 
the Saudi royal 
family and 
other wealthy 
benefactors, 
offers founda- 
tion and gradu- 
ate courses in 
its cute but 
cramped 
premises, but 
has failed to 
have its courses validated by the 
Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects. Perspecitics. which sold 
35.000 copies of its launch issue, 
has gone bi-monthly; Giles 
Worsley, Cruikshank’s successor 
as editor, claims sales of 10,000 
per issue now, but he has been 
dogged by rumours of imminent 
closure, and dogged also by the 
opinions and attempts aL inter- 
vention by- the Prince’s advisers, 
ah bent on guarding the sacred 
flame. 

Above ail. the Institute has 
found itself thrust into the front 
line of the war over style which 
preoccupies the narrow and 
introverted world of British 
architecture, wiih the Mod- 
ernist establishment on one 
side and the maverick classicists 
on the other, sniping from the 
barricades. 

But with the appointment of 
Richard Hodges as director, 
and the standing down of the 
governing council, Charles has 
signalled that this is not the war 
he wishes to fight. 

But isn’t it a bit rum. having 
an institute of architecture 
beaded by an archeologist? 


“Couldn’t find an architect 
willing to do i L l imagine,” one 
famous Modernist suggested 
cynically. Richard Hodges is 
not just any archeologist, how- 
ever. as he is quick to point 
out. Aged 44, and still talking 
with a hint of a Wiltshire 
accent despite years abroad, he 
was head of the British School 
in Rome between 1988 and. 
1995. This involved not only 
archeology but also running a 
multi-disciplinary institution 
as well. (The high Modernists 
Richard Rogers and David 
Chipperficld were among his 
guest lecturers there.) He is 
also (still) in charge of two 
important excavation sites, in 
the south-west of Albania and 
in Italy. Both these huge pro- 
jects have involved challenges 
- building visitors’ centres and 
so on - that are intrinsically 
architectural. 

But perhaps Hodges's chief 
attraction to Charles is pre- 
cisely that he is somewhat 
above the fray, removed from 
the feverish, feuding world of 
British architecture, and with a 
clear-eyed view of British 
strengths and limitations which 
comes from an extended stay 
abroad. 

Speaking in his large, high 
and almost bare study, in which 
a bust of the Prince is practi- 
cally the only item of decora- 
tion, he explained how under 
his direction the Institute was 
about to turn over a new leaf. 

“I don’t doubt that the archi- 
tectural establishment has been 
deeply suspicious, with some 
reason, of some of the rhetoric 
that’s come out of this place.” 
he said. "But the Prince hasn’t 
actually said ‘Think columns 


and capitals'... Fundamentally 
he's saying. ‘Think afresh, think 
anew.' 

“What the Prince is mainly 
interested in is the role of com- 
munity architecture, sustain- 
ability. how tradition can be 
used efficiently within contem- 
porary architecture. He’s not 
saving that the great contem- 
porary designer-architects are 
rubbish. What he saying is that 
you have to recognise that there 
are other ways of doing things. 

“Norman Foster and 
Richard Rogers are great 
design builders, but they're not 
what the majority of us have to 
deal with. What this institute 
should be concerned with is 
confronting the sort of popular 
housing, urban community 
development, and traffic policy 
that we need. 

£ T want to use this place as 
I a catalyst for a debate: 

A what the Prince is saying 
is a damn sight more radical 
than what the establishment is 
saying. We're actually trying to 
find ways of working through 
the public/private sectors to look 
at issues that confront us rather 
than those that are nice but not 
central. 

“I don't doubt that there is a 
place for, classicism but that 
isn't our primary goal; that 
kind of stylistic issue is not our 
interest. Sustainability is what 
we have to deal with, which will 
become such a critical issue in 
the years to come. How com- 
munities can work satisfactorily 
within their built environment: 
inhabit buildings that are run 
efficiently, agreeable to be in, 
and where both human and 
energy resources function sat- 
isfactorily. This means sustain- 
ability in its widest sense. 

“An example is a debate we 
are bolding in March asking 
what do communities want out 
of the Millennium Commis- 
sion. We've got very senior 
people taking part in it, stretch- 


ing from people involved in 
investment on the one hand to 
community policy on the 
other." 

What sort of architecture 
does Hodges personally 
favour? “The building I most 
like - the most remarkable 
modern architecture I’ve seen 
- is the transformation of the 
National Museum in Copen- 
hagen, done in steel and glass. 
The big courtyard, is covered by 
an atrium, with a series of 
glass and steel corridors and 
with the wonderful light you 
get in Danish buildings, and 
with a strong sense of spirit, of 
place" 

But Hodges also confesses to 
tastes that would have had lit- 
tle place in the Institute before 
bis arrival. Foster's vast, 
hangar-like building at the Uni- 
versity of East Anglia, for 
example. “It’s highly question- 
able in the way it works, but it’s 
wonderful to approach, and it 
gives students a boost the like 
of which no other building in 
contemporary universities 
does.” Then there’s Fosters 
newer building on the same 
campus. “I know it’s heresy to 
say so, but it's a wonderful- 
beautiful building.” 

Britain's architectural cul- 
ture is overdue for some out- 
side stimulation. All the most 
authoritative commentators 
and critics have fled to the 
United Scales, and, as the para- 
noid reaction to Charles's car- 
buncle speech demonstrated, 
neurotic hypersensitivity is 
endemic in the profession, the 
inevitable result of widespread 
unpopularity. 

This morbid condition 
needs to be confronted So far 
the Prince has mostly sue 
ceeded only in aggravating it 
But now he has detached him 
self from the classicist extrem 
ists and signalled that the bar 
ricades are to be dismantled 
perhaps at last a true debate 
can begin. 


When a stand-up comic sits down to write 


T oday we are giving a 
master class on how to 
write novels. Sooner or 
later eveiyone feels they have 
to uy their hand at writing 
novels - even fashion models 
and sportsmen - and this is 
all to the good Sometimes 
these novels even gel 
published - and this is all to 
the bad, especially when they 
are by fashion models or 
sportspersons! What people 
obviously need is a bit of 
tutoring in the an of novel- 
writing so I am glad to say 
that today I have secured" the 
services of legendary novel- 
writer Godfrey CatpiL I call 
him legendary because 
nobody knows his name, and 
this is for the very good 
reason that Godfrey never 
writes under his own name - 
he ghost-writes novels for 
famous models and 
sportspersons. 

Take it away, Godfrey. 
Godfrey Catpit writes: 
Than k you very much. 
Incidentally. I shall soon be 
finished writing Tim 
Henman’s first novel, so if 
anyone out there needs a 
quick yarn spun, do gel in 
touch. Right, the Orel inquiry 
is from...? 

Hello, there. 

Godfrey Catpit writes: 
Hello, there. 

I wonder if you can help me 


/ have noticed that marry 
famous comedians have also 
gone into the novel business. 

Godfrey Catpit writes: It 
cuts both ways, actually. 

Some novelists go into the 
comedy business. There are 
lots of examples. 

Are there? 

Godfrey Catpit writes: Oh. 
yes. For instance, Howard 
Jacobson is a well-thought-of 
novelist, and yet he has 
recently gone right outside his 
orbit and completed a series 
and a book for Channel 4 all 
about the nature of humour 
called Seriously Funny. 

Interesting, lihat other 
examples art there? 

Godfrey Catpit writes: l 
can' t think of any. 

low said there hw lots of 
examples. 

Godfrey Catpit writes: I 
know'. That is what we do in 
master classes. We say there 
are lots of examples of 
something and we name one. 
thus creating the illusion that 
there are lots of others, even 
if there aren’L Nobody ever 
talks back in a master class. 
Except you. 

! see. .4s / was saying, I haw 
noticed that many modem 
comedians haw gone into the 
novel business. In the old days 
they amid just do Christmas 
books, like Frankie Howard's 
“Titter }£ Not" compendium. 



Miles 

Kington 

but firm Spike Milligan s 
“Puckoon " onwards there has 
been no end of these books. / 
don’t think the down wants to 
play Hamlet any more - he 
wants to play Kingsley Amis! 

Godfrey Catpit writes; 
Excellent. Let me make a 
note of that. 

So l was thinking of writing 
o novel tiio. and I way looking 
for your advice. 

Godfrey Catpit writes Are 
you in fact a well-known 
siand-up comedian? 

No. 

Godfrey Catpit writes: 
Then we have a hit of a 
difficulty there. 

Not necessarily. I do have 
exactly the wine name as a 
well-known comedian ... 


Godfrey Catpit writes: Ah 
ha! 

. . . And / thought that iff 
put out a novel under my own 
name, everyone would think, it 
was written by the famous 
comedian and it would be a 
bestseller. 

Godfrey Catpit writes: 
Excellent idea! 

So / thoutfa / would ask 
your advice. 

Godfrey Catpit writes: Go 
ahead. Ask! 

What advice do you have ? 

Godfrey Catpit writes: 

Excellent question. My advice 
is to write well within the 
character of the comedian 
whose name you share. 

Could you explain that? 

Godfrey Catpit writes: You 
see. if you look at the novels 
written by comedians, you 
will find that they always 
reflect the creator's 
personality or his stage 
pereona. Milligan’s Puckoon 
was Irish and scatty. Hany 
Secombe s Welsh Fat go was 
warm. Welsh and expansive. 
Frank Muirs recem novel 
was elegant and fastidious. 
Ben Elton's novels have 
ahvavj> been sharp vet actually 
quite earnest and a' bit long- " 
winded. Ade Edmondson s 
novel is. I believe, riotously 
bawdy, surprise, surprise. 

Bui what if the real Adrian 
Edmondson is shy and retiring? 


Godfrey Catpit writes: 

Then he would be ill-advised 
to write a shy and retiring 
novel. He was wise to write it 
in the style of his stage 
persona. Thousands of 
students have revelled in his 
skinhead approach to life in 
The Young Ones and Bottom. 
They wouldn’t want him to 
write a sensitive Booker Prize 
novel and they wouldn’t buy it 
if be did. 

I see. 

Godfrey Catpit writes: I 
mean, you wouldn't expect 
Hugh Laurie or Stephen By 
to write farting; knockabout 
novels. They have in foci both 
produced stylish, suave stories 
with much attention to prose 
style. 

I get you. 

Godfrey Catpit writes: So, 
after what famous Northern 
stand-up comedian are you 
named, in whose style you 
hope to write this best-seller? 

My name is George Formby 
_ Godfrey Catpit writes; 
George Formby? If I had 
known this was a leg-pull, I 
would never have agreed to 
do this master dass in the 
first place! This has been a 
complete waste of time! 
Goodbye! 

Godfrey Catpit will be back: 
again soon, when he has .. 
simmered down. . 
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to write 


a batoce between 1 Diana the do-gooder 

and unemployment VerSUS the bad gUVS 


Y esterday, news of 1 300 
job losses at Ford of 
Halewood; tbe day 
before, the lowest unemploy- 
ment total for six years. This 
should be a useful reminder for 
those of us who write about eco- 
nomics that generally cheering 
Overall news will often conceal 
particular stories of despair. In 
terms of crude numbers, the 
destruction of jobs at Hale- 
wood may be small by com- 
parison with the creation of __ 

jobs, for example, from that Hal 

other story this week - the ayi- 

building of the new runway at IOTC 

neighbouring Manchester air- 
port. But it is small comfort to 
people who lose their jobs. Oil 

Our unemployment rate of 
6.7 per cent may appear very exrc 

good by the standards of con- k 

tinentaf Europe, but there are pnnm 
still nearly 1.9 million people CI 1 UUI 
unemployed. r»Pn 

Most of the comment about P“U, 

the jobs figures was partisan. 

Supporters of the Government i 1 cLUc 

crowed, arguing that this . 

showed the benefits of British LJiaTl . 
economic management Oppo- 
nents sneered, claiming that the — 63 

figures were fiddled and that , . 

the new jobs being created WxlSt 

were largely part-time or low- _ 

wage. Neither side seemed HGeCiG 

interested in what are surely 
the biggest questions. How low gm 

can unemployment go? And ® 

does a low level of unemploy- S0C16t 
ment inevitably go with a high ^ s *" 

level of job insecurity? fowPI* 

Everyone knows that if 1CWC1 

unemployment falls beyond a 
certain point the shortage of U1 Wt 
labour pushes up wage rates „ 

and hence inflation. This rate, 
called by economists the non- 
accelerating inflation rate of 
unemployment or NAIRU, is reckoned to be 
about b_5 per cent in the UK, which would 
mean that we are approaching that now. The 
trouble is that nobody knows what the num- 
ber is until we reach ft, and in any case the num- 
ber may be different depending on the rate at 
which unemployment is coming down. 

That is common sense: a rip-roaring boom, 
with unemployment whizzing down, cs more 
likely to create inflation than a gradual expan- 
sion with the total only creeping downwards. 
A relatively stable business cycle (something 
that British policy-makers have not been very 
good at achieving) is likely to result in a lower 
NAIRU. 

So far there is no sign of wage pressure in 
the UK, and the fact that the US has got down 
to 5-5 per cent unemployment without ary seri- 
ous inflationary pressure makes one believe 
that we could get back to the 5 per cent level 
that Keynes reckoned was effectively full 
employment 

Thai is the up-side. Tbe down-side is this, 
“lb keep inflation down with that relatively low 
level of unemployment probably needs a high 
level of job insecurity. You can dress that up 
by talking about “flexible labour markets”, but 
using euphemisms does not alter the fact that 
one of the powerful forces holding down 
wages is fear of losing the job. Britons look- 
ing at European labour legislation which sup- 
posedly preserves workers 1 rights should note 
that Germany in December had nearly 43 mil- 
lion unemployed. 

If higher insecurity is the price of lower 
unemployment, what should decent societies 
do to soften its impact? People who reject the 
continental model of labour protection - 1 
think rightly, because double-digit unemploy- 
ment rates are a disgrace - should have some- 
thing to put in its place. 

There is no single answer, but here are some 



Hamish 

McRae 

Our tax 
system 
encourages 
people to 
retire rather 
than retrain 
-exactly 
what is not 
needed by an 
ageing 
society with 
fewer people 
of working 
age 


elements of iL One, mercifully 
now widely recognised, is train- 
ing. It is axiomatic that if jobs 
are going to disappear ana be 
replaced by other ones, people 
need to be trained to do the 
new jobs. The trouble is. we do 
not know what those new jobs 
are. IWo years ago. nobody 
knew that there would be jobs 
for people setting-up Web site 
pages. Fitting people to jobs is 
a much more subtle, complex 
and intuitive operation than 
advocates of government inter- 
vention on training often a dmi t. 
Yes. governments can act, but 
employers and employees can 
do much more. 

Why should employers pay 
to train people who then up 
and leave? A top management 
consultant answered that by 
saying: “If we train our people 
they know we are increasing 
their human value and hence 
their market value. So they 
stay. If we didn’t train them 
they would go to someone else 
who did.” Wise words: would 
that all employers saw things 
that way. 

A second element is saving. 
A world where people change 
jobs more frequently is a world 
where people need a cushion of 
savings, fcople do increase their 
savings if they are worried about 
their future. An article by Pro- 
fessor David Miles in the forth- 


P rince Charles must 
be kicking himself. 
In the week that he 
decides to relaunch 
himself in a last-ditch 
attempt to make himself accept- 
able to the British public, Diana 
roams around Angola in her 
new Bom Free outfit, grabbing 
eveiy front page, undermining 
his every mow. I don’t know 
how much he pays for his PR 
advice, but one of the many sad- 
nesses of this failed marriage is 
that he has had to go and pay for 
what be could once have got at 
home for free. He used to live 
with one of Lhe world’s greatest 
living self-publicists. Surely his 
wife could have had a word in 
his ear, given him a few hints on 
how to appeal to his subjects, 
even helped him with his ward- 
robe. Perhaps she tried. Perhaps 
he didn't take her seriously. 

Perhaps, like those charming 
men whose patronising views 
we have heard over the last few 
days, he dismissed her as naive, 
self-serving and ill-informed. 
Diana has yet again involved 
herself in an argument that 
she is deemed to be too stupid 
to understand. It is not enough, 
apparently, to condemn land- 
mines and have your photo- 
graph taken next to amputees. 
It is not enough to look com- 
passionate or express a desire 
to help. It is not enough to use 
the power of celebrity to make 
people aware of a campaign 
that has been building for some 
years. Certainly it is not enough 
simply to “feel” your way 
through issues when the correct 
political response is always one 
of prevarication. 

So Diana is not up to under- 
standing “an important, sophis- 
ticated argument" (Mr Peter 
Viggers MP). She is a faux 
Brigitte Bardot extending sym- 
pathy for wounded animals . 
The junior defence minister 
Earl Howe describes her as 
uninformed and “a loose can- 
non”. Peter Hitchens paints a 
picture of her supporters as 
“bewitched”, and her espousal 
of the Red Cross campaign 
against mines as comparable to 
.“the Greenham Common 
women's half-wined campaign 
against the forces of demo- 
cracy”. Simon Heffer, mean- 
while, reminds us that land- 
mines are not tbe issue, anyway. 
“The main issue is that die is 
the mother of the future Icing 
and an ex-wife of another.” 

lb summarise, then, D iana is 
stupid, over-emotional , some- 
thing of a witch, woolly-minded 
and dangerously subversive. 
The only thing that separates 
her from tbe Greenham Com- 
mon women is her superior 
dress sense. We need remind- 
ing, and so does she, that what- 
ever goes on in her pretty little 
head, what she is and always will 
be is an adjunct to men far more 
significant than herself. Rarely 
is misogyny so acutely cata- 
logued. Whatever one may 
thmk of Diana, or land-mines, 
come to that, the establishment 
forces that conspire against her, 
□o longer a figment of her para- 
noid imagination, are truly 
repulsive, and more self-serving 


J Journal shows that “insecurity 

DPODIp about future income breeds 

poupc cautious consumers”. But there 

rkinp* ^ surely a powerful case for 

i lying explicitly encouraging people 

to set aside funds for a ramy day 
5*- as a normal and natural part of 

their planning. We give tax relief 
for people to set aside money 
from income to provide their pensions, which 
is fine. But we have no scheme to enable peo- 
ple to save free of tax to provide for a period 
of unemployment, or tbe costs of retraining so 
that they can get a new job. We have a tax sys- 
tem that encourages people to retire rather than 
retrain - exactly what is not needed by an age- 
ing society with fewer and fewer people of work- 
ing age for every dependent 
• A third element is culture. One of the great 
cultural changes in the past quarter of this cen- 
tury has been the growth of women in the work- 
force - the idea that it is normal for a woman 
to have a job. But there has been a corre- 
sponding cultural trend throughout the devel- 
oped world for men. especially men aged over 
50, to leave the workforce. And in some parts 
of the developed world the culture has devel- 
oped where it is normal for young men not to 
be employed. The stigma that a previous gen- 
eration would have attached to the state of 
unemployment has disappeared. In many ways 
the disappearance of that stigma should be wel- 
comed - it was cruel and pointless. But to sus- 
tain a world of low(ish) unemployment, down 
to 5 per cent or less, would require the rebuild- 
ing of the cultural idea that it is abnormal for 
young people not to be in work. 

Besides, if the developed world is to con- 
tinue increasing living standards, it has to find 
ways of using every able-bodied ( maybe one 
should say able-minded) individual. Each 
year, every developed nation will see a larger 
number of tbe people supported by a propor- 
tionately smaller group of working age. W? will 
have to keep as many people as possible work- 
ing just to keep the economy on the road. 

We can see the prize of lower unemploy- 
ment, and that is worth having for itself. But 
behind it lies the prize of maintaining living 
standards. Fkil at the first test and we lose the 
second. 


by Suzanne Moore 
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Her stand against land-mine ‘experts’ proves 
a princess’s place is not just in Harvey Nicks 


than she will ever be. 
■ On this particular issue 
Diana has the moral high 
ground. She asked and received 
the permission of the Queen to 
visit Angola. Such “doves” as 
the American and British Gulf 
commanders Norman Schwarz- 
kopf and Peter de la Billi&re 
support a ban on land-mines. 
Despite this there are those 
who argue that it is strategically 
necessary to retain a number of 
landmines, and that we need to 
maintain a defence industry 
that employs thousands of 
people. The ethical question 
over the manufacture and sales 
of arms is one that we are told 
is “intensely political”, which 
means that only politicians have 
the right to talk about iL 
We can all accept that there 
are certain areas that require 
expertise before one is permit- 
ted to have an opinion on them: 
monetary union, for instance. 
Equally, though, there are 
issues that appear to the vast 
majority of us to have fairly 


black or white implications. 
Land-mines happen to be one 
of them. They are the napalm 
of the Nineties, and they don’t 
in fact win wars. Aid agencies 
have for some time been trying 
to bring all this into the public 
eye, as they have found that one 
of tile mam difficulties in get- 
ting refugees to return home 
rather than staying in camps is 
their justified fear of returning 
to heavily mined territory. 

For all Diana’s supposed 
naivety, her genius lies in pick- 
ing causes in which human 
compassion is paramount, in 
which displays of kindness can 
have a tangible impact While 
Charles's new PR team wants 
to stress his public achieve- 
ments to stop us lingering on 
his private life, Diana effort- 
lessly dissolves the artificial 
boundary between what is pub- 
lic and what is private. This not 
only confuses tbe Establish - , 
ment it infuriates them; and 
because they have so much 
invested in maintaining the 


public/private split they feel 
threatened by it 
Yet while Charles attempts to 
enlist popular opinion in favour 
of organic fanning or against 
modem architecture, his grand 
public gestures have come to 
nothing. Diana is a proponent of 
touchy-feely politics; she hugs, 
she touches, she connects -while 
he grows ever more distant. She 
is. we are repeatedly told, not a 
political animal; yet of the two, 
who has done more for the 
greater good. Diana demon- 
strating that you can touch a per- 
son with Aids, or Charles rant- 


ing on about model villages? 

It is interesting that the insults 
that have been levelled at her 
this week are the same criticisms 
that are levelled at all extra- 
parliamentary politics. Envi- 
ronmentalism, protests about 
veal calves and roads, cam- 
paigns around racism, home- 
lessness, vegetarianism, gay act- 
ivism and feminism are all 
dismissed as not real politics, as 
fundamentally naive. These pol- 
itics also blur the line between 
the personal and the global: 
tbey f are no great respecters of 
national boundaries, of trad- 
ition, of keeping one's emo- 
tions out of iL but they all know 
a good photo-opportunity when 
itarises. 

Diana, because of her pulling 
power, has embarrassed the 
Government, not because she 
supports the Labour Party but 
because she supports those 
such as the Red Cross who deal 
with the horrific after-effects of 
land-mines. “1 only want to 
help” may be the unsophist- 
icated remark of the do-gooder 
evetywhere. But isn’t it also, in 
its infantile form, a primary 
political impulse? Would we 
have preferred it if she had said, 
“Actually 1 only want to hinder, 
to muddy a fairly clear-cut issue 
until no one is prepared to do 
anything about it”? Would we 
then be rushing to congratulate 
her on her new-found political 
sophistication? 

Those who have lined up 
against Diana, those who per- 
suade themselves that smart 
Jand-mines are better than 
dumb ones, those who believe 
that rational argument is all, 
are engaged in even dumber 
macho posturing that has no 
time for what they see as a pol- 
itics driven by emotion and gut 
response. Its all far too femi- 
nine for them. These same 
relics will presumably guide 
Charles on to his next PR dis- 
aster as he tries to save the 
planet in some far more 
mature and manly way. 

They also think a princess's 
place is in Harvey Nicks, cer- 
tainly not in Angola drawing 
attention to their own political 
cowardice. Dismayed at her lack 
of qualifications for a roving 
ambassadorial posh they do not 
consider her ability to connect 
with other human beings to be 
a qualification at all. “It doesn't 
help simply to point at tbe 
amputees and say bow terrible 
it is”, according to Peter Viggers. 
Really? Then perhaps I can 
help by pointing to him and his 
cronies and say how terrible that 
they should have ended up as 
emotional amputees them- 
selves. But who will campaign 
for their rehabilitation? 


Jobless in Leipzig, taxed in Liverpool 




A bolish the pound, and we 
would soon end up with 
common European tax- 
ation. When I and others said 
this a year or two ago we were 
mid that we were alarmist. 

We were told that joining a 
single currency was just like 
receiving some useful trav- . 
fillers' cheques without having 
to pay a co mmis sion. 

Some said that we would still 
be Britain, and Germany would 
still be Germany, and that we 
would just happen to share a 
currency and an interest rate 
for the’ mutual convenience of. 
travellers and businesses. 

That was just a fairy story. If 
you share a currency with 
another country you have to 
share many other things as 
well. Your foreign exchange 
reserves have to be put into a 
few secure vans and sent off to 
the new Central Bank in Frank- 
furt. They will decide how to 
spend the money, not us. 

If you share a currency, the 
Union bank decides how mneb 
British business and people 
can borrow and spend - not the 
Bank of England, or British 
politicians. If you. share a cur- 
rency, the Union authorities 
tell the British government 
how much it can borrow and 
when it can borrow, because 
the British government is using 
the common credit and bor- 
rowing at the Union interest 
rate. 
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John Redwood 

Let’s have an 
end to fairy 
stories. Share 
a currency 
with other 
countries, and 
you share 
their tax 
burden, too 


Honest exponents of the 
single currency would agree so 
far, but they would say that 
Britain in a single currency 
could still decide to spend less 
and tax less than other 
countries, or could deride to 
spend more and tax more. 

It is this which France -and 
Germany have challenged this 
week. Leaving participating 
countries in charge of their lev- 
els of taxation and spending 
would be no more than a short 
testing-place before the Union 
moved on, and demanded 
control over actual levels of 
taxation. 

Indeed, the Union is already 
trying to control our tax levels. 
VAT has to be within a speci- 
fied band, and placed an a 
specified range of products 
across the Union. 

Union supporters say that if 
yon are to have a fair single 
market that works, you must 
charge the same levels of sales 
taxes across the union. Now 
some are saying that it would 
not be fair for one country in 
a currency union to undercut 
another by charging less 
income and profits taxes than 
other members. 

The Union has already 
threatened Britain, when tbe 
Government said it wanted to 
abolish capital gains and 
inheritance taxes, with a 
Union spokesman saying that 
because other countries had 


capital taxes, so should 
Britain. 

The Union itself will want to 
spend more of the tax revenue 
we raise. The European Com- 
munity so Car takes £ 10,000m, 
or four pence in the pound of 
our 23p in the pound income 
tax, for Union purposes. Some 
two-thirds of this comes bade as 
grants and payments to British 
farmers and regional projects in 
Britain; the rest passes to other 
regions of the community. 

There would need to be a 
huge increase in regional trans- 
fer around the union if we 
were to go ahead with a single 
currency. We would need to 
send more subsidies to those 
parts of the union afflicted by 
high unemployment, and 
unable to do anything about it 
given the common interest 
rates and exchange rates. 

In the British currency 
union, southern England 
accepts its responsibilities for 
Liverpool Southern English 
taxpayers pay extra taxes, so 
that common benefit levels 
and other cash payments can 
be made in Liverpool where 
unemployment has been obsti- 
nately high. We do this will- 
ingly. Once, Liverpool was a 
great, enterprising, tax-paying 
port. It is part of our country. 
We thmk it right that there 
should be common levels of 
benefit and public services 
across our union, and that 


those who Can afford to do so 
should pay for them. 

If we were in a currency 
union with Germany we would 
have to accept obligations to 
Leipzig similar to those that we 
accept to Liverpool. If unem- 
ployment remained high in 
Leipzig, they would expect 
more regional grants and sub- 
sidies. Britain, as one of tbe 

richer parts of the union, would 

have to dig deeper into its 
pocket to pay the bills. There 
would be a move to harmonise 
levels of benefit and service. 
The Union would say it would 
be unfair for someone out of 
work in Leipzig to get less- or 
more - than someone out of 
work in Liverpool. After all, 
both these unemployed people 
would be casualties of the com- 
mon economic policy pursued 
in the name of the Union. 

The House of Commons 
Select Committee has high- 
lighted how pensions have 
been promised in France and 
Germany, but no money has 
been saved to pay for them, 
whereas in Britain huge savings 
have been put aside in 
employer and employee funds. 

While, the Continentals 
would not be able to take 
money directly out of our pen- 
sion schemes £f we were to join 
the single currency, we would 
be expected to contribute to 
the public accounts in the 
states that had huge liabilities 


they could not meet Their lia- 
bilities become a matter of 
common interest, as they 
would be borrowing to meet 
their bills in a shared currency 
at a common interest rate. 

* They would soon demand 
some burden-sharing around 
the union. That is why they 
have introduced the concept of 
European citizenship, to make 
us feel the same responsibility 
for the lifestyles of nationals of 
other members’ states as we 
currently feel to citizens in our 
own country. j 

Of course, a single currency ' 
requires a single economic pol , 
icy. It would soon lead to 
demands to harmonise tax lev- 
els, benefit levels and public 
programmes. 

It would also soon create a 
need for a large increase in 
European public spending, in 
a desperate effort to even out 
the rough injustices that the 
common interest rate forced 
on the wildly divergent regional 
and national economics of 
Western Europe. 

France and Germany have 
done us a service by planning 
the future in such good time. If 
you do not want European 
income tax, then do not sur- 
render the pound, for the one 
follows the other as night fol- 
lows day. 

The writer is Conservative MP 
for Wokingham 
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REMINGTON 
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1600 HAIRDRYER r9T 1 

MODEL NUMBER D2120 W f 

It has come to Remington’s attention that under certain / 
circumstances, the switch on some Remington Professional 1600 
Hairdryers may malfunction. This product is the re fixe being 
recalled for safety reasons. 

H you are the owner of a Remington Professional 1600 
Hairdryer you should stop using it immediately and return it 
to Remington. It will be checked and returned or replaced 
with a hairdryer of similar value and specification. 

Remington are fully committed to product safety and confirm that 
no other Remington product Is affected by this recall. 

So that you can identify whether or not you have this hairdryer, 
please check the following: 

Check the rating plate, which can be found on the handle of the 
dryer on the opposite side of the on/of! switch, to see if it lodes 
like either of these illustrations: 


REMINGTON 
MODEL D2120 
230V- 50/60 Hz, 1600w 
MADE IN CHINA 
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REMINGTON 
MODE D212D 
230V-50/60HZ, 1600w 


If your dryers rating plate is the same as either of these 
illustrations, then please, return the dryer as instructed below. 
Please do not return the diffusers and if you received a free 
styling brush with your dryer, then please keep this as well. 

To return the dryer, please complete the coupon below and send it 
together with your dryer to the Freepost address as shown below. 
If you need any clarification then please telephone our 
Freephone number as follows: 

. 0800163193 

Ybur safety checked hairdryer or new repiacment (fryer will be 
sent as soon as possHe (within 7 working days) and we 
apologise for the inconvenience that tire recall may have caused 

J" COMPLETE YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS ON THIS COUPON "J 
j AND ENCLOSE WITH YOUR RETURNED HAIRDRYER. j 
i Return tb: Remington, Freepost MIDI 5010 f 

. No rth ampton NN4 7BR j 
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Professor 0. J. L. Szemereny i 


Oswald Szemerenyi once asked 
all participants in an interna* 
lional conference of Indo- 
EuropeanisLs and historical lin- 
guists what they would have 
wanted to be if they had had a 
free choice: three-quarters of 
them replied “a mathemati- 
cian” He commented wistful- 
ly that to a certain extent he 
shored that feeling. 

The work of a comparative 
Indo-European linguist often 
comes close to that of a math- 
ematician - the rigour may be 
frightening. Historical linguists, 
however, can move away from 
the most closely structured as- 
pect s of language and turn also 
to teas, culture and language in 
context: here the humanistic ap- 
proach takes priority. Most 
scholars focus on one or the oth- 
er aspect; Szemerenyi focused 
on both. 

Szemerenyi worked with eru- 
dition and originality on Greek 
and Italic (the first languages in 
which he was trained ) but also 
on Anatolian, Indie, Iranian, Ar- 
menian. Slavonic, Germanic, 



Szemerfinyc sharp pot en f ei st 


Gaulish and, naturally, on the 
reconstructed Indo-European 
language itself, as well as on the 
history of linguistics. He was 
more than competent in the his- 
tory of the Finno-Ugric lan- 
guages and in the Semitic 
languages. His pupils and col- 
leagues felt that intellectually he 
belonged with Lhe subject's 
founding fathers, whose erudi- 
tion and creativity had had 
no limits, rather than witb 


their weaker present-day de- 
scendants; naturally they were 
intimidated. 

Oswald John Louis Sze- 
merenyi was bom in London to 
Hungarian parents in 1913; 
during the First World War he 
and his mother were expelled 
from Britain and his father 
was interned. Eventually the 
family was reunited and his 
father took a job as bead 
waiter at a renowned hotel in 
Budapest. 

Szemerenyi did all his stud- 
ies in Budapest, concentrated 
on German and the classical 
languages, learned Sanskrit. 
Gothic and Old Church Slavon- 
ic, took his doctorate in Indo- 
European linguistics and then 
spent a year in Germany; in 
spite of many vicissitudes his ca- 
reer progressed during the Sec- 
ond World War (and a year of 
military service) until he was 
appointed to the Chair of Indo- 
European linguistics in Bu- 
dapest in 1947. 

One year later he was a 
refugee in Italy from the Com- 


munist regime being estab- 
lished in Hungary and, togeth- 
er with his young wife and 
five-year-old son. was applying 
for permission to return to 
Britain. There followed a Lon- 
don period characterised by 
various difficulties, lack of mon- 
ey, changing jobs (from business 
to the BBC) and then the slow 
rebuilding of Sze merenyf s aca- 
demic career, until in i960 he 
obtained once again a univer- 
sity chair, this lime in Com- 
parative Philology at University 
College London. 

Szemerenyi was undoubted- 
ly one of Lhe most learned and 
original Indo-Europeanists of 
the time and the chair was well 
deserved but in a few years it is 
not easy to build up a subject 
which has been neglected and 
perhaps he expected too much 
from his students. In 1965 he ac- 
cepted the offer of a chair at 
Freiburg in Germany and there 
he spent the rest of bis life, ex- 
cept for a brief period in Lon- 
don after his retirement. In 
spite of this move he wrote 


most of his articles in English, 
including Studies in the Indo- 
European System of Numerals 
(1960). Syncope in Greek and 
Indo-European (1964) and The 
Kinship Terminology of the 
Indo-European Languages 
(1978). ana W3S a frequent vis- 
itor to Britain where his son, a 
classicist and a headmaster, 
had settled with his three 
children. 

Two forms of recognition 
gave him particular pleasure: his 
election to a Fellowship of the 
British Academy in 1982 and his 
reintegration as a member of 
the Hungarian Academy in 
1989; his first visit to Hungary 
after the end of the Communist 
regime was an emotional occa- 
sion. Also i n 1989, be was made 
an honorary member of the Lin- 
guistic Society of America. The 
recent publication of his Intro- 
duction to Indo-European Lin- 
guistics (1996), a translation of 
his very successful German 
book which had already 
reached four editions, and had 
been translated into Spanish, 


Italian and Russian, made him 
feel that he had achieved what 
Ik set out to do in London more 
than 35 years earlier. 

Both as a person and as a 
scholar Szemerenyi was a man 
who could not be ignored. He 
had firm opinions and did not 
hesitate to express them in 
speech and in writing: be was 
demanding and the members of 
his Freiburg Institute were re- 
puted to tremble at his ap- 
proach: be drove a large car 
through city and countryside at 
a terrifying speed and never 
understood why his friends 
were so reluctant to accept the 
lifts which he generously of- 
fered; above alL he had an 
irresistible enthusiasm for 
what be was doing and inex- 
haustible energy; some 10 
books and innumerable articles 
give evidence of it. 

In his students he could cre- 
ate an unparalleled sense of de- 
votion and even after decades 
some of them continued to 
look op to him as their guru: one 
of them edited two gigantic 


Festschrifts for his 65th and 80th 
birthdays: another edited or 
co-edited four volumes of his 
Scripta Minoru (1987-92), a task 
which was both diffi cult and 
time-consuming. 

Szemerenyi was a sharp 
polemicist but had no malice 
and younger colleagues could be 
treated with great generosity. In 
a sense Szemerenyi's commit- 
ment was larger than life; when 
asked to write in a few pages a 
brief autobiography for a col- 
lective volume he m fact pro- 
duced a short book with a 
blow-by-blow account of his 
writings which later became 
Summing Up a Life (1992): to 
him obviously they mattered as 
much and more than other, less 
scholarly, events. A brief arti- 
cle requested turned into an ac- 
count of the books acquired for 
the seminar library in Freiburg. 

And yet this committed 
scholar was also a man with 
strong political views, the 
courage of his convictions and 
veiy catholic reading tastes 
(from die highest literature to 


the most recent detective sto- 
ries). Happily he kept ins m- 

dependence and worked nil j 
the end. With his death some 
of the excitement has vanished 
from the world of Indo- 
European studies. 

Anna MtorpniS® 

Oswald John Louis Szemerenyi 
linguist: bom London 7 Sep- 
tember 1913 ; schoolmaster. 


ty of Budapest 1942-45, Reader 
1946 ; Professor of Comparative 
Indo-European Philology 1947- 
43; Research Fellow, Bedford 
College, London 1952-53. As- 
sistant Lecturer in Greek 1953- 
54, Lecturer 1954-58, Reader 
1953-60; Professor of Compar- 
ative Philology, University Co&ge 
London 1960-65; Professor 
of Indo-European and Gen- 
eral Linguistics. University of 
Freiburg-im-Breisgau 1965-81 
f Emeritus); F&4 1982; married 
1940 Elizabeth Kfivfr (one son); 

died Freiburg-im-Breisgau 29 
December 1996. 


Sheldon Leonard 


One of lhe most fascinating 
characters in Jack Benny's ra- 
dio show during the 1940s and 
early 1950s was a sleazy type 
who would buttonhole Benny in 
various locations. Out of the 
corner of his mouth, and in a 
thick Brooklyn accent, he would 
offer advice in the lunive man- 
ner and argot of a racetrack tip- 
ster. Oneof these surrealistic 
encounters began: 

“Pssssi! Hev. bud!" 

“Yes?" 

“Come here a minute.” 

"Who. me?” 

“Sure. Where ya goin’7" 

"Just to buy some chewing 
sum." 

"Yeah? What kind?" 

“Why. spearmint." 

“Nix on that! Take my advice 
- get bubble-gum." 

"Bubble-gum? Why?" 

"It’s great in the stretch." 

This unlikely tout was played 
by Sheldon Leonard, a tail, 
dark character actor with a vast 
number of film roles to his 
credit, most of them as crimi- 
nals. Later, Leonard would be- 
come enormously successful as 
a television producer and di- 
rector, selling an unprecedent- 
ed 17 shows to the American 
networks. 

Born of lower middle-class 
Jewish parents, Leonard at- 
tended Stuyvesant High School 
in lower Manhattan, where he 
began acting in plays. He went 
on to study at Syracuse Uni- 
versity, which boasted a 
superb Performing Arts de- 


partment, and he soon resolved 
to become a professional actor, 
making his Broadway d£but in 
a play called Hotel Alimony 
(1934). The critic Burns Man- 
tie wrote: “Out of an inherent 
sense of decency, I was tempt- 
ed to ignore Hotel Alimony' as 
though it had never happened. 
Reviewing it is a dirty job, but 
someone has to do iL" Mantle 
and his fellow critics were, how- 
ever, kind to Leonard, and he 
went on to play a lecherous 
millinery salesman in Arthur 
Kober’s play Having Wonderful 
Time (1937) and an erven more 
lecherous movie producer in 
Dare Boothe's comedy Kiss 
the Boys Goodbye (1938). 

Hollywood soon beckoned, 
and Leonard sneered his way 
through more than 140 films, in- 
cluding 7b Have and Have Not 
(1944), in which he played a 
Vichy French policeman who 
tried to shoot Humphrey Bog- 
art, and IPs a Wonderful Life 
( 1947). in which he played Nick, 
the surly bartender, who threw 
James Stewart into the snow 
one Christmas Eve. 

Bored with typecasting, he 
turned to directing and pro- 
ducing for television, launching 
the long-running sitcom The 
Danny Thomas Show (1953- 
57). That Leonard wrote and/or 
directed various episodes of 
the television series The Daman 
Runyon Theatre is highly ap- 
propriate; as an actor he later 
played in four films based on 
Runyon stories: Money From 


Home (1954), Stop, You're 
hailing Me (1955), Guvs and 
Dolls (1961) and Pocketful of 
Miracles (1978). 

He may even have invented 
the television spin-off. Having 
developed a sitcom for Andy 
Griffith, in which the rural co- 
median would play a sheriff in 
a small southern town, Leonard 
saved the expense of making a 

Sri^ffi^d the other charac- 
ters of his town in The Danny 
Thomas Show. The trial episode 
1 involved Thomas's being 
stopped for speeding in the 
North Carolina hamlet of May- 
berry and arrested by Sheriff 
Griffith. Before the half-hour 
was finished, the sheriff’s 
friends and relatives were also 
introduced, and, as a result. The 
Andy Griffith Show got tbe 
green light and ran for eight 
years. In 1964 there was a spin- 
off from the spinoff; Jim 
Nabors, who played a gormless 
filling-station attendant in the 
Griffith show, was given his awn 
series, Gomer Pyle, U.S.M.C. 
Corners adventures in the Ma- 
rine Corps continued for six 
years. 

Leonard watched an unsuc- 
cessful television pilot about the 
professional and home life of a 
comedy writer, and thought it 
had promise. Carl Reiner had 
written it as a vehicle for him- 
self, but Leonard persuaded 
Reiner to let him cast Dick Van 
Dyke in the lead. Next, came the 
search for an actress to play \fen 



Leonard, left, as Harry the Horse with Stubby Kaye as Nteeiy Hedy Johnson in the 1961 tarn otQuyx and Dob 
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Dyke’s wife. Luckily, Danny 
Thomas remembered an actress 
who had auditioned for his 
own scries, and asked, "How 
about that kid with three 
names?" Leonard auditioned 
Mary Tyler Moore, who passed 
with flying colours, and the 
world was suddenly a better 
place. The Dick Von Dyke Show 
(1961^66) received il Emmy 
Awards and was nominated for 
64. What with Pyle, Griffith, \hn 


Dyke and Danny Thomas, 
Leonard now had a record four 
Top Ten shows on the same 
network. 

In 1965 he helped to devel- 
op / Spy, whose protagonists 
were a tennis champion (Robert 
Culp) and his trainer (Bill Cos- 
by). Travelling around the world 
for various tournaments gave 
them tbe opportunity to engage 
in espionage for an unnamed 
agency of the American gov- 


ernment Leonard stubbornly 
resisted CBS’s timorous objec- 
tions, making Cosby the first 
African/American to star on US 
television in a dramatic-series. 
Unfortunately, Leonard's My 
World and Welcome to It wasn't 
as successful. Despite winning 
the Emmy Award as Best New 
Show of die 1969-70 season, this 
stylish series, based on the work 
of Janies Thurber. was cancelled 
after only 26 episodes. 


Tbe hugely successful film 
and television producer Gairv 
Marshall (Pretty Woman. Hap- 
py Days. Mork and Mindy) 
worked for Leonard as a writer 
on the Danny Thomas and 
Dick Van Dyke shows. In his 
autobiography, Marshall re- 
calls asking Leonard, “Shel- 
don, exactly how does a person 
become a television produc- 
er?" The reply was: “Always 
say something. Make a dec- 


right or wrong, because 
of th< 


Randy California 


Many guitarists have existed in 
the shadow of the great Jimi 
Hendrix. But Randy California 
bad more right than most to 
take on the mantle of the 
guitar geaius. 

In 1966, when only 15, the 
precocious Californian Randy 
Wolfe met Hendrix in a New 
York music store. They got 
talking, played some slide and 
soon Hendrix was adding the 
nickname "California" to 
Randy's name and asking him 
to sit in with bis band, Jimmy 
James and the Blue Flames, at 
the Cafe Wha? in Greenwich 
Village. 

The following three months 
(and five sets a night) had a last- 
ing influence on both players; 
Hendrix was spotted by the 
Animals’ bass-player Chas 
Chandler (who became his 
manager and brought him to 
London) while the under-age 
Randy eventually headed back 
to the West Coast and formed 
the psychedelic outfit Spirit, suc- 


cessfully merging jazz, blues 
and rock to create a truly 
progressive sound. 

Born in 1951 into a musical 
Los Angeles family (one of his 
uncles had a blues radio show, 
the other one owned’ the Ash 
Grove night-club and often 
brought players like Lighlnin’ 
Hopkins round to his nephew’s 
house), Randy was taught the 
rudiments of guitar by his moth- 
er, Bernice Pearl Wolfe. When 
she got divorced and subse- 
quently married Ed Cassidy, a 
drummer who bad already 
played with Tbelonious Monk, 
Ry Cooder and Taj Mahal, 
Randy joined forces with his 
stepfather. 

By the age of 13, Randy was 
already messing around with his 
friend John (Jay) Ferguson do- 
ing the singing and Mark An- 
des on bass. They formed a 
group called the Red Roosters 
but, following tbeir time in 
New York with Hendrix, added 
the keyboard player John Locke 



Caafomia: progressive sound 
Michael Ochs Ak blues / Rectferns 

(an old associate of Cassidy's) 
and became Spirits Rebellious 
(after the Kahlil Gibran book) 
and then Spirit. 

After releasing an epony- 
mous album on the Ode label, 
the five-piece went on tour in 
1968 with Led Zeppelin as sup- 
port (“Stairway To Heaven", the 
Led Zeppelin classic, bears 


more than a passing resem- 
blance to “Taurus", a California 
song released on Spirit's debut 
offering). The appropriately- 
titled Family That Plays Togeth- 
er Stays Together followed and 
the infectious “1 Got A Line On 
You", written by California, 
became albp 30 US hit in 1969. 
The group should have played 
Woodstock before Hendrix but 
were instead sent on a promo 
tour of radio stations. Tbe seeds 
of dissension were sown. 

After the relative failure of 
Clear Spirit (which contained the 
visionary single "1984"), the 
quintet tried one more time and 
recorded Twelve Dreams of Dr 
SanJonicus, a concept album 
worthy of lhe Beaties, In roiie 
of the distinctive psychedelic 
sleeve, material like “Nature's 
Why" took a while to work its 
magic and this masterpiece only 
reached gold and then platinum 
status in 1976, five years after 
its original release. 

By then, California had suf- 


fered a riding accident, travelled 
to Britain and released Kaptain 
Kapler and the Fabulous Ttvirfy- 
birds, while Andes and Fergu- 
son launched Jo Jo Gunne 
(instantly finding the magic 
formula with “Run Run Run", 
though Andes later joined 
Heart). Meanwhile Cassidy and 
Locke recruited replacement 
players called Chris and AJ 
Staehcly, but subsequently left 
Spirit, leaving a line-up which 
carried on without any original 
members. American promoters 
were not amused and the band's 
reputation suffered. 

In 1974 Cassidy and Califor- 
nia reformed Spirit and signed 
to Mercury Records, releasing 
a succession of fine albums like 
Spirit of 76, Son of Spirit and Fu- 
ture Games, and reunited with 
the other original members for 
a concert which featured a 
guest appearance by Neil 
Young. Another reunion took 
place 10 years later with 77ic 
Thirteenth Dream. 


In the late Seventies and 
early Eighties California visit- 
ed Britain regularly and worked 
both witb Spirit (still with Cas- 
sidy) and as a solo artist- In 1981 
the album Joiancv to Potatoland 
was a rare UK Top 40 entry. 
Restless (1985) proved a nadir 
of sorts, and the same year Cal- 
ifornia fell into the Thames 
while under The influence of 
drugs. Signing to Miles 
Copeland's IRS label in I9S9, 
Spirit released Rapture in 
Chambers and California took 
part in “Night of the Guitars" 
at the Hammersmith Odeon 
alongside Robbie Kricgerofihe 
Doors. Steve Howe of Yes and 
a dozen other axemen (he also 
appears on the live album;. 

Recently, California had 
overseen the release of the ex- 
cellent compilation of Spirit 
material. Time Circle 1 1992), as 
well as the remastering of the 
group's first four albums on 
Sony’s Legacy label. At the tail 
end of last year, a new Spirit 


line-up (featuring California, a 
73-ycar-old Ed Cassidy. Mark 
.Andes' brother Mall on slide 
guitar and his daughter Rachel, 
lb, on vocals; three generations 
playing together) recorded Cal- 
ifornia Blues, a collection of orig- 
inals and cover versions which 
came out as the band were 
due to embark on a lengthy 
European tour this month. 

To celebrate the New Year, 
Randy California and his 12- 
year-old son Quinn went swim- 
ming off the coast of Molokai, 
in Hawaii. A tidal wave caught 
them both but California man- 
aged to push his son away from 
the riptide before he was him- 
self pulled out to sea. The gui- 
tarist's body has not been 
recovered. 

Pierre Femme 


Randy Wolfe t Randy California ), 
guitarist, singer, songwriter: bom 
Los Angeles 20 February 1951; 
died Molokai, Hawaii 2 Januarv 
1997. 




ision, 

most of the people in show 
business are afraid to make a 
decision." 

Dick Vosbnrgh 

Sheldon Leonard Bershad (Shel- 
don Leonard), actor, writer, di- 
rector, producer bom New }brk 
City 22 February 1907; married 
1931 Hankie Bober (one son, one 
daughter); died Beverly Hills, 
California 10 January 1997. 


lain Mills, politician, died Lon- 
don 16 January, aged 56. Con- 
servative MP for Meriden 
1979-96 (obituary follows]. 

Celia Jennings, local historian, 
died Ipswich 9 January, aged 69. 
Editor of Suffolk for Ever (1989) 
and widow of the humorist 
Paul Jennings. 

Jose Ignacio Domecq Gonzalez, £ 
sherry merchant, died Jerez, 
Spain, aged S2. Former board 
director of the Pedro Domecq 
sherry company. Know as El 
Nariz (“the Nose"). 

King Hu, film director, died 
Taipei, Taiwan 14 January, aged 
65. Director of Chinese martial 
arts films. First Chinese to win 
the grand prize at the Cannes 
Film Festival for A Touch of 
Zen, a kung fu film. 

Frank Go vers, fashion design- 
er, died Amsterdam 14 Januarv, 
aged 64. Dutch couturier known 
for'his extravagant ballgowns. 
FVank Angelo, cosmetics man- 
ufacturer, died Tbromo, Cana- 
da 12 January, aged 50. 
Co-founder, with Frank Tbskan, 
of MAC Cosmetics, one of the 
most successful make-up com- 
panies in the world. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 


nuary : 

Elizabeth 17 Hospital. John Anthony 
EUkhl Memorial Service at Holy 
Family Church, Welwyn Garden City , 
□n Friday 24 January at 2pm. Fami- 
ly Demers only please, donations for 
■ the British Lung Foundation, may be 
sent do Geo W. Bhw & Sons, Church 
Street Welwyn, telephone 01438 
714686. 

FRANCIS: On 28 December 1996, at 
i Guys Hospital, London, Ttevnr. fi- 
anc£ of Anita and father of Yasmeo. 
HERMES: May Hermes. MBE (Mis 
Marie Clara Rnmefl). Dial peacefully 
on 12 January, aged 97. Dearly loved 
by her family and friends, young and 
old. here and abroad Active member 
of the NUS from its inception, es- 
teemed member of the British Fed- 
eration of Women Graduates and 
founder Librarian of lhe Sybil Camp- 
bell Library. Served as Executive 
Secretary of the International Ffed- 
eratitmorUniveiaty Wsnen. Award- 
ed the MBE to 1941. Funeral at 
Mortlake Crematorium on 23 Jaou- 
aiv at 1.30pm. FKwtrs to Chelsea Fu- 
neral Directors. 260b Fulham Road. 
SW109EL. 

Announcements for Gazette BERTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS may be 
letephooed 10 0171-293 2011 or Sued 
to 0171-293 2010. and are charged at 
£64>0 a line (VAT extra). 


Birthdays 

Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, Con- 
sultant and Charge? de Mission to the 
Secretary-General of the UN, 64; Mr 
Muhammad Ali, former boxing 
champion, 55; Mr Keith Chegwin, 
television and radio presenter. 40, Sir 
Michael Gap ham. former chairman, 
IMl and BPM Holdings, 85; Mr 
Christopher Crabbie, ambassador 
to Romania, 51; Sir Mervyn Davies, 
former High Court Judge. 79; Sir Ed- 
ward Ferni essy, pioneer of radar, 85; 
Mrs Monica Furlong, writer, 67; Mr 
Neil Gamble, Headmaster. Exeter 
School, 54; MUe Frangrise Hardy, 
singer and song-writer, 53; The Right 
Rev Nigel McCulloch, Bishop of 
Wakefield, 55; Sir Geoffrey Rmie NO*. 
61; Professor William Robertson, 
pathologist, 74; Mr Vidal Sassoon, 
hair stylist, 69; Miss Moira Shearer, 
former ballerina, 71; Mr Richard 
Smethurst, Provost of Worcester 
College, Oxford, 56; Sir Clyde Wal- 
cott, chairman. International Crick- 
et Council 71; Mr Paul Young, 
singer. 41. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Leonhard Fbchs. physician 
and botanist, 1501; Anne Bronte 


(“Acton Bell"), novelist, 1820; David 
Lloyd George, first Earl Lloyd 
George, statesman, 1863; AJ 
(Alphonse) Capone, gangster, 1899. 
Deaths: George Petrie, antiquary, 
1866: Terence Hanbuxy White, au- 
thor, 1964; Neil MQJer Gunn, nov- 
elist, 1973. On this day: Captain 
Cook’s strip. Resolution, was the first 
to cross the Antarctic Cirde. 1773; 
Hawaii was proclaimed a republic. 
1893; Robert Falcon Scott reached 
the South Pole, 1912. Today is the 
Feast Day of St Antony the Abbot, 
St GemU/ or Genoa, St Julian Sabas, 
St Richimir, St Sabinus or Piacen- 
za, Saints Speusippus, Eleusippus and 
Meleusippus and St Sulpidus II or 
Sulpice of Bourses. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the fallowing. Sabbath 
begins in London at 4.09pm. 

United Synagogues: 0171-387 4390. Fed- 
eration of Syoa&qpies: QI81-202 2263. 
Union or Liberal and Progressive Syria- 
gngnes: B171-S80 1663- Reform Syna- 
gogues of Great Britain: 0181-349 473 L 

Spanish and Portuguese Jews Congrega- 
tion: 0171-289 2873. New London Syna- 
gogue (Masordl: 0171-328 1026. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Tbe Princca RayaL Petrca. the N»I ratal Auo- 
aapoaofQiiKiij.VfvKvBurisinx.i.'pH&lluCbet- 
tenlum Citrasts Ad™* Bureau. Ohdieolum. 
GlMKcumhbe: visits the Storehouse Gmurro- 
niiy Centre. Siandwuw.OlieiccMwitiHe; as fth 
true, [be Ilium: Farm Trim, iron ■aiKincs w Ol J 
Ouanich. ArabE. Tabu?, and Frocv-Jcr Mara, 
Statohunc. uitdaUVflifc !m nctthlg to celetualc 


lb« 21st Birthday of the Theatre. Tc-wfas- 
tnjiy, Chucaervhire. 

Changing of the Guard 

The MrxBuhoid Cavalti Mourned Rcamcnt 
mounts the OuxnMftc Gtunlot Hone Gta<d% 
Ham. I>1 Balubou Scuts Guard*. mounts lire 
Oucun s Guard, a Bortriaghani Patocr, 1 1 jnam. 
hand pireidcil ti? the Gfcumficr CiiunK 


Student who lost placement could not claim benefit 


Driver v Chief Adjudication 
Officer; Court of Appeal (Lord 
Justice McCowan, Lord Justice 
Peter Gibson, Lord Justice 
Waller) 6 December 1996 

A student attending a sandwich 
course did not become eligible 
for income support if, during 
the semester of tbe course 
when she was on industrial 
placement, the firm employing 
her ceased to do so and she was 
then in receipt of neither pay 
nor a student grant. 

The Court of Appeal by a 
majority (Lord Justice Vfellcr 
dissenting) dismissed an appeal 
by Hilary Mary Diana Driver 
against the decision of the So- 
cial Security Commissioner, 
on 8 December 1994, that the 
appellant did not qualftyfor in- 
come support on 5 November 
1991 because she was then a 
student within the meaning of 
the relevant regulations. 
Nathalie Lievcn i Richard Paynlcr. 
Crouch End l for the appellant; Re- 
binder Singh (Treasury Solicitor t for 
the respondent. 

Lord Justice McCowan said 
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that in September 1989 the ap- 
pellant began a full time sand- 
wich course in interior design 
at the Polytechnic of North 
London. The course was for 
seven semesters, finishing in 
February 1993. Semester 5, 
between September 1991 and 
February 199 2 had to be spent 
on industrial placement. 

In September 1991 the ap- 
pellant began an industrial 
placement with a firm of ar- 
chitects but in October 1991 the 
firm ended her placement be- 
cause of financial difficulties 
caused by the recession. The 
appellant then had no source 
of income because she was in 
receipt of neither pay nor her 
student granL 

She applied for income sup- 
port but was refused on the 
ground that she was a student 
attending a full-time course of 
study, 'Hie Social Security Ap- 
peal Tribunal agreed and on 8 
December 1994 the Commis- 
sioner upheld that decision. 


On 14 February 1995 the 
Court of Appeal decided, in 
Chief Adjudication Officer v 
Clarke and Faul ( Law Report, 
15 February 1995), that a stu- 
dent who withdrew from his 
course during an intercalated 
period was eligible for income 
support Following that deci- 
sion, the present appellant was 
granted leave to appeal. 

At the material time, reg 
10(1 )(h) of the Income Support 
(General) Regulations 1987 
provided that a claimant 
was not to be treated as avail- 
able for employment (and 
therefore eligible for income 
support) if he was a student 
during a period of study. By 
reg 2(1), "student" had the 
meaning prescribed by reg 61, 
namely: 

a person aged 19 or oyer hut under 
pensionable age who is attending a 
full time course of study at an edu- 
cational establishment: and for the 
purposes of this definition; 
fa) a person who has started on such 
a course shall be treated as attend- 


ing it throughout any period of 
term or vacation within it until the 
last day of the course or such earli- 
er da(e as he abandons it or is 
dismissed from it: 
tb) a person on a sandwich course 
slum be treated as attending .i lull 
time course of advanced education 
or, as me caw may be, of study. 

The appellant accepted that 
she had not abandoned or 
been dismissed from the 

course, hui argued that she 
should be treated in the same 

Lleute and Faul case, who were 
held noi to be “students" wiih- 
m the meaning of the regula- 
tions during lhe intercalated 
periods when their attendance 

™^H r £ UISC * had ^sus- 
pended. Then? were certain u n - 

HE d pcnnds in * course 
which were neither term nor 
“"i™ JHU ih.se. it™”"-*/ 
were the equivalent ,,f lh ' . ■ 

lereablcj _ v „r reli.d „n '■ '' 

thrice and Find' n ,n 

His L-rdship did n ,»iae rec 
The difference in the facts was 


cruciaL The intercalated year 
could not be equated with the 

unnamed periods relied on 
nere. 

Tbe regulation clearly stal- 
ed that a person who had start- 
ed on such a course should 

Tk Ire ®^ e< ^ 35 attending it 
throughout any lens or vaca- 
tion within it until the end of 
the course. 

c , HjkwMiip quite under- 
Stood Hoffmann U in Clarke 
one could not 

sensibly have periods of term 
Jr vacation within the course 
when the students are not at- 
jendmg the course at alT or 

OlidewellUtbai theinterca- 

wred year "cannot fairly be de- 

SU ed M a period of either 
or vacation within the 
course". 

Butin this case his Lordship 
aa no problem in concluding 
‘na in semester 5. when the ap- 
Pellani was on a sandwich 
s J? e Was to ^ treated 
■aitendtiig a course of study 
?nu accordingly ineligible for 
income support, 

Pan! Magrath, Barrister 
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Siemens chief laments ‘UK Europhobia’ 


Jurgen Getirels: Regrets UK 
doubts on single currency 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

The head of UK operations for 
Siemens, the German electrical 
engineering giant, yesterday 
made one of the strongest 
attacks yet from the business 
community on the Gov- 
ernments increasing hostility 
towards joining the single 
European currency. 

Jurgen Gehrels, chief execu- 
tive of Siemens in the UK. said 
the company would never have 


committed itself to Investing 
up to £l.lbn in a state of the art 
microchip plant on North Ty- 
neside had he realised the pos- 
sibility that the UK would 
decide to stay out of the single 
currency. 

Speaking before Siemens’ an- 
nual OK results presentation in 
London. Mr Gehrels said: “If it 
had been dear that Britain would 
be out ofasingle currency at the 
time we invested in North 
Tyneside then that decision 
would have gone another way.” 


Describing the “crazy” prob- 
lems for Siemens associated 
with doing business in 14 or 15 
European currencies, he con- 
tinued: “If Britain realty decides 
to stay out for ever that would 
be very serious. " 

The attack also suggested 
that the continuing uncertainty 
over the issue of Economic and 
Monetary Union could influence 
Siemens' plans to invest up to 
£lbn in the LtK by 2001 on in- 
ternal expansion and buying 
other businesses. The growth 


plan outlined yesterday envis- 
ages the company s British sales 
surging from £l-5bn to £4.4bn 
over the same period, with the 
worforce growing from 11,000 
to 18,000. 

Siemens UK division is one 
of the longest established parts 
of the empire, which this year 
celebrates its 150th anniver- 
sary. The company’s British 
subsidiary was created in 1858. 
manufacturing and laying sub- 
marine cablesfor the expanding 
telegraph network. 


However, Mr Gehrels did 
have some good news for work- 
ers on North Tyneside, pledging 
that second phase of the plant 
would now go ahead despite the 
crash in worldwide semicon- 
ductor prices. 

Siemens had previously said 
it was reviewing the investment 
following the 75 per cent drop 
in micro-chip prices last year. Mr 
Gehrels said that the timing of 
the second phase of the invest- 
ment depended on the recovery 
in chip prices, which he believed 


could take two years. “There is 
absohiteh' no question whatso- 
ever that Siemens wfll go hide on 

its commitment to that rite,” Mr 
Gehrels said. 

Siemens yesterday revealed a 
16.4 percent rise in UK sales last 
year to £1 Jbn. with a 13.5 per 
cent jump in new orders to 
£1.75bn. The group forecast 
(bat turnover during 1997 could 
grow by 50 per cent as new joint 
ventures in the telecommuni- 
cations market came on stream. 
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ScotAm chiefs 
set to share 
£14m windfall 


Hie Cicutti 

Scottish Amicable, one of the 
Britain's oldest life companies, 
yesterday announced plans to 
shed its 170-year-old mutual sta- 
tus in favour of a two-stage 
process leading to a £lbn stock 
market flotation, which could 
yield a multi-million pound 
windfall for its directors. 

The move, planned to take 
place in three to five years, could 
lead to the company’s seven- 
strong executive team receiving 
shares worth up to £ 14.4m in to- 
tal if new business reaches a re- 
quired target. 

In addition, Scottish Amica- 
bles 2200 staff could receive a 
m axim um of up to £23m in free 
shares at flotation, and . the 
company’s 1.1 million eligible 
policyholders receiving at least 
£200m in bonuses. 

Policyholders will also re- 
ceive an initial special bonus of 
£75m on their later with-profits 
policies in May if demutualisa- 
tion is approved by them in 
March. 

P&youts will be based on a 
combination of the length of 
time policies have been held by 
members and their valne. . 

The plan requires £350m in 
financial backing from Swiss Re. 
the reinsurance firm, aimed at 
bolstering Scottish Amicable’s 
with-profits fund. In addition. 


Securitas Capital, the venture 
capital firm jointly owned by 
Swiss Re and Credit Suisse 
Group, wfll contribute £45ra to 
finance new business growth by 
ScotAm. 

Swiss Re and Securitas, 
whose presence was described 
as helping instil “a more sharply 
profit-focused culture”, will 
have three seats on a new 
board 

Sandy Stewart chairman of 
Scottish Amicable, said: “These 
proposals are designed to create 
substantial added value over the 
medium and long term for with- 
profit policyholders and enable 
Scottish Amicable to build oaits 
strong market position. 

“We are delighted to wel- 
come Swiss Re and Securitas as 
our partners and I am pleased 
that (hey will be joining oiir new 
board.” 

Today’s decision makes Scot- 
tish Amicable the second UK 
life assurance group to seek a 
flotation, following plans an- 
nounced last year by Norwich 
Union. 

Scottish Amicable is the UK’s 
sixth largest mutual life assur- 
ance company, selling a whole 
range of life, pensions, savings 
and investment products. 

At the end of 1995, it had 
total funds under management 
of £11.6bn and total premium 
income for the year of £15 il 


BZW capitulates 
on rights auctions 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Ed tor 

BZW yesterday joined the City's 
move towards cutting the cost of 
rights issues through an auction 
of the sub-underwriting, with a 
£35m fund raising for FineEst, 
the car parts distributor. 

So far Schroders and Klein- 
wort Benson have been the only 
merchant banks to employ auc- 
tions of the sub-underwriting to 
cut the costs for clients. 

The failure of other corporate 
advisers to employ similar tech- 
niques has led to suspicions that 
some of the bigger investment 
banks including BZW have been 
deliberately boycotting the idea. 

The BZW auction is the sixth 
to be launched by a City invest- 
ment bank since last October, as 
part of a campaign to persuade 
the Office of Fair Trading not to 
refer the fixed commission sys- 
tem to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission for an in- 
vestigation. 

However, Chris Lloyd of 
BZW said the rights issue for 
Finelist, BZW’s first auction, 
proved the mechanism worked 
and he added: “We’d like to 
move forward.” 


The auction of half the sub- 
underwriting saved the 
company 37.7 per cent of the 
normal fixed commission scale 
charged by City firms for 
capital for companies. This 
was a reduction of £315,000 in 
fees. 

An innovation by BZW was 
a decision to open the auction 
to all institutions that wanted 
to join the bidding, even if 
they were not already sub-un- 
derwriters. Mr Lloyd said this 
had attracted a “healthy num- 
ber" of additional bidders. 

He said BZW also bad an al- 
ternative system to auctions in 
mind but it was “not suffi- 
ciently developed to be used”. 

Finelist’s rights issue was to 

offtrraris Piston Seivicesfcm 
Tbmkins, which paid f?-2m for 
it in 1984 - its first acquisition. 

The OFT has conducted two 
inquiries into the fixed com- 
mission scale for rights issues. 
The second, in December, gave 
the City a reprieve for a few 
months to see how far the auc- 
tions would develop before a 
decision is made on whether to 
refer to the MMC. 
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The announcement brings 
to an end more than a year of 
intense speculation about its 
long-term future, with several 
firms, including Prudential and 
both Dutch and German in- 
surers being named as potential 
predators. 

Scottish Amicable said sig- 
nificant opportunities existed for 
profitable growth in its busi- 
nesses. But to take full advan- 
tage “requires access to external 
capital in both the short and 
long term.” 

Mr Stewart argued the group 
intended to hold on to its in- 
dependence: “Our plans do 
not include being gobbled up by 
anybody.” 

Asbok Gupta, finance direc- 
tor at Scottish Amicable, said 
the de-mutulisation and flota- 
tion process would be in two 
stages. In the first stage, the 
business, staff and operations of 
the group will be transferred to 
a new company, Scottish Ami- 
cable Life. 

This will be a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Scottish Amicable 
Holdings, a newly formed com- 
pany, with 79 per cent voting 
rights held by a voting trust rep- 
resenting policyholders. 

Swiss Re’s backing will give 
a £350ra boost to Scottish Am- 
icable’s with-profit fund, to be 
managed by Scottish Amicable 
Life. 
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Welcoming partners: Sandy Stewart, chairman of Scottish Amicable (left), and Roy Nicolson, managing director, 
yesterday enthused about the link-up with Securitas and Swiss Re 

Carpet baggers left out in the cold 


The flotation of Scottish Ami- 
cable Is not for carpetbaggers 
because of the way payonts are 
structured to benefit long-term 
investors. Miles Nic Cicutti. Up 
to 1.1 million members invest- 
ing in the company’s with-prof- 
its hind will benefit from the 
company’s de- mutualisation 
and eventual flotation. About 
300,000 investors in unit-linked 
schemes will be excluded from 
the payonts. 

P&yoats win take place in two 


stages. Assuming members vote 
in favour of de-mutualisation by 
a 75 percent majority of voting 
members, the first payout of 
£75m will take place in May. 
This will involve bonuses being 
attached to endowments. 

Paul Bradshaw, deputy chief 
executive at Scottish Amicable, 
admitted that it was not possi- 
ble to stop potential carpet- 
baggers taking out a policy 
until March. 

But any bonus payable is 


linked to the length of time the 
premiums are paid in. They are 
worth about 2JS per cent of the 
bonuses so far attached to 
policies. 

Policyholders with a 25-yeac 
£30,000 sum assured policy ma- 
turing on 1 April would receive 
£1589. This rails as the matu- 
rity date lengthens, so that a 
person with a policy maturing 
in 2012 would receive jnst £287. 

The second stage of payonts, 
estimated at a further £200m. 


will be payable on flotation in 
three to five years’s time. Mr 
Bradshaw said it was proposed 
to continue with bonuses rather 
than firee shares but no firm de- 
cision bad been taken. 

The seven-strong ScotAm 
executive's shares windfall 
worth np to£14.4m depends on 
25 per cent growth in the New 
Business Fund over each of the 
next four years. This was de- 
scribed by the company as a 
“tough but realistic target”. 


Lord Harris makes a Toad of Monetf 


Nigd Cope 

Lord Harris of Pteckham, chair- 
man of the Carpetright retail 
group, yesterday made a pre-tax 
gain of £23m when he sold 4 
million shares in the company 
at 569p. 

The 54-year-old entrepre- 
neur said he was selling the 
shares for “estate” reasons so he 
could avoid the payment of in- 
heritance tax. He said he 
planned to use the proceeds - 
which will amount toil 45m af- 


ter the payment of tax and 
dealing costs - to buy paintings 
and other works of art which he 
could pass on to his four chil- 
dren. “He has made himself a 
lot of Monet,” one dealer said. 

Lord Harris, who has un- 
dertaken not to sell any more 
shares in the group for two years 
said: “I’ve got a big art collec- 
tion and I’d like to get some 
more paintings." He has around 
400 paintings and is particular- 
ly keen on impressionist masters 
such as Pisano and Sisley. He 


does not keep the paintings at 
home but loans them to art gal- 
leries around the world. “I’m 
not telling you what I'm hoping 
to buy - tbe price will go up,” 
he said. 

Under inheritance tax rules, 
no death duties are paid on 
works of art until they are sold. 
That way. Lord Harris said, 
money could be passed down 
“through generations”. Lord 
Harris has four children, three 
sons and a daughter. 

Lord Harris also revealed 


that, as a result of the share sale, 
he would be making a donation 
to the Conservative Party. How- 
ever, he declined to say how 
much. “It won’t be £23m. It 
won't be £15ra. It won’t be 
£lm." Asked if that meant he 
would be giving less than £lm 
he replied: “I’m not saying 
what I will give the Conserva- 
tives. He also revealed that he 
was considering relinquishing 
his position as deputy chairman 
of Lhe board of treasurers for the 
Conservative Party foDowing 


the election to devote more time 
to Carpetright. 

The share sale was taken 
well by the City where it was 25 
limes oversubscribed. Car- 
peiright shares closed 7p high- 
er at 598p. The sale was 
announced alongside Car- 
petright's bumper interim re- 
sults which showed a 3S per cent 
increase in pre-tax profits, to 
£14m in the six months to 26 
October. Group sales were 27 
per cent higher at £i06m. 
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Inflation 
dip helps 
Clarke 
maintain 
rates 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

The Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer left interest rates un- 
changed yesterday, following his 
Wednesday afiemon meeting 
with Lhe Governor of the Bank 
of England. His decision was re- 
inforced by figures showing 
that the inflation rate edged 
lower last month. 

The financial markets react- 
ed with exuberance. The FTSE 
100 index jumped nearly 39 
points to close at 4,1975, a new 
record. The pound fell briefly 
when it became dear base rates 
were not going to rise, but end- 
ed the day almost unchanged at 
DM2.6673. 

Mr Clarke emphasised the 
rise in sterling during recent 
months as a factor in his deci- 
sion. “The big thing ai the mo- 
ment is the pound is very strong, 
and that is veiv anti-inflationary," 
he said. 

The Chancellor also referred 
to the evidence on industrial 
output and Christinas shop- 
ping. both a bit weaker than 
eqpected. 

Yesterday's figures showed 
that the Government's target 
measure of inflation, the retail 
price index excluding mortgage 
interest payments, fell in De- 
cember for the first time since 
May. It declined from 3-3 per 
cent to 3.1 percent, compared 
to the 2.5 per cent target. 

The headline rate fell to 25 
per cent from 2.7 per cent in 
November. 

“These figures show that 
subdued cost pressures and a 
stronger pound are feeding 
through to lower inflation,” the 
Chancellor said. 

Analysts were divided in their 
reactions. Optimists concluded 
that Mr Clarke would be able to 
hold off any increase in the cost 
ofbGnowing before lhe election. 

“These figures will lay to 
rest the fears that stronger re- 
tail demand is leading to high- 
er prices,” said Simon Briscoe, 
an economist at Nikko. Michael 
Sauadeis at investment bank 
Salomon Brothers agreed. “If 
sterling remains strong it is 
possible that rates will be left un- 
changed," he said. 

Others said the strength of 
the economy meant the longer 
term inflation outlook was less 
favourable. David Vfalton at 
Goldman Sachs predicted that 
it would rise to 4 per cent in 
1998 after hitting the target 
measure briefly later this year. 

Part of the explanation for 
last month's fall in inflation was 
the comparison with a strong 
rise in prices, especially for 
food, 12 months earlier. 

In addition, petrol prices fell 
before tax, while retailers ap- 
peared to have passed on only 
about half of the duty increase 
announced in tbe Budget. 
There were also falls in the 
prices of some high-street goods 
such as clothing and footwear 
and household appliances. 
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Patrick Tooher . 

Newcastle United yesterday 
pushed ahead plans to raise up 
to £50m in a stock market flota- 
tion by Easter despite increasing 
concerns about the choice of 
Kemty Dalglish as tbe new man- 
ager of tbe Premier League side. 

Potential investors want Mr 
Dalglish, who succeeded Kevin 
Keegan earlier this week, to give 
a fuller explanation about tbe 
precise reasons why he walked 
out on his two previous em- 
poyers, Blackburn Rovers and 
Liverpool. 


“If it were roe I would want 
some plausible reasons,” said a 
source. “I’m not sure that 
Dalglish has gone fa c enough in 
explaining himself. He had to 
say something.” 

Newcastle yesterday declined 
to elaborate and a press con- 
ference to give more details 
about the estimated £150m 
flotation was unexpectedly 
railed off. Mr Dalglish will not 
be attending a future press 
conference for the publication 
of Newcastle's pathfinder 

prospectus, a spokesman added. 

Despite the continued confu- 


sion surrounding Mr Dalglish’s 
reasons for leaving Liverpool and 
Blackburn, analysts said his ap- 
pointment had restored the stock 
market's confidence and put the 
flotation back on track. 

Newcastle said at least 10 per 
cent of the shares on offer 
would be available to the pub- 
lic, who wfll have to apply for 
at least £500 worth of stock. 

Newcastle’s owner. Sir John 
Hall, wiD re mam chairman of the 
football dub while a new non-ex- 
ecutive chairman for the holding 
company wfll be named later. 

The club said its operating 


profit, before transfer fees, in 
the year to July 1996 was £5.9m 
on revenues of £2 9m. 

At the end of last year, New- 
castle revealed ambitious plans 
to a new 55,000-seater stadium 
to replace its current home at 
St James' Park, which bolds just 
over 36,000. 

Sheffield United became the 
latest football club to float on 
the stock exchange yesterday 
when its shares raced to a big 
premium over their placing 
price of 60p. They dosed at 
101J>p, after touching 145p, 
valuing the chib at £16.7m. 
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David Usborne 

New York 

American Airlines, which is 
pushing regulators in the US for 
approval of its proposed link-up 
with British Airways for services 
across the Atlantic, is threat- 
ened by the worst crisis in its his- 
lory, say company officials, 
following a breakdown in pay 
negotiations with its pilots. 

American's 9,300 piTots, 
whose union is the Allied Pilots 
Association, this week ignored 
a company-imposed deadline to 
accept outside arbitration in a 
wage dispute that has been 
dra ggin g on for more than two 
years. The two sides have now 
entered a government-required, 
one-month cooling-off period. 

The pilots, who are rejecting 
a four-year, 5 per cent pay rise 
offer bv American, will be free 
to wait out on 15 February if 
no deal is reached before then. 
Such action would undoubted- 
ly ground the airline. 

American contends that giv- 
ing in to union demands for 
more generous pay increases 
would put it at a disadvantage 
against rival carriers such as 
United Airlines and Delta Air- 
lines, where wages have been 
scaled down. 

“This is as grave a situation 
as I've seen the company face 


in my career here," said Ger- 
ard Arpey, the airline’s chief fi- 
nancial officer. “We are at a loss 
what to do next; accept a con- 
tract that would be ax best un- 
competitive, or a possible 
cessation of operations.” 

The crisis hit the airline just 
as its parent company, AMR, 
announced record fourth-quar- 
ter earnings. Net income for the 
company in the fourth quarter 
of last year reached $284m 
(£170m) while 1996 came out 
as its best year on record, with 
earnings topping Slbn. 

A strike and grounding at the 
airline would cast a pall over the 
proposed matrimony with 
British Airways. Last week BA 
and American entered the final 
stages of preparation for the 
pact by submitting formal re- 
quests with US regulators for 
anti-trust exemptions. 

The turmoil also threatens to 
scuttle American’s contract 
with Boeing for the purchase of 
no less than 103 new jets in an 
order worth $65bn. 

With no sign that they are 
willing to back down, the lead- 
ers of the pilots’ union seem to 
have been stiffened by AMR’s 
record profits. 

Union spokesman Wally 
Pitts said: “Our wage requests 
are reasonable. All we want is 
a cost-of-living increase.” 
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Necessity not choice prompts ScotAm flotation 


nd 


S cottish Amicable looks like one of those 
life assurers which is demutualising more 
out of necessity than choice. Furthermore, 
though the route being followed is no doubt 
in the best interests of polity holders, it is 
also very much in the interests of senior ex- 
ecutives, arguably more so. Provided they 
| meet certain not particularly challenging 
growth targets they stand to be richly re- 
warded with free snares. 

That, lamentably, is unlikely to be true of 
policy holders. The final value of their poli- 
cies will be higher as a result of what's pro- 
posed, but there won’t be a free shares 
bonanza of the type associated with the 
demutualisation of building societies or the 
Norwich Union. The main purpose of Scot- 
tish Amicable's demutualisation and its sub- 
sequent flotation on the stock market seems 
to be to raise capital to strengthen the life 
fund, which is in a state of some disrepair. 

You do not have to look far to And out 
why. Scottish Amicable set about a very 
rapid and aggressive expansion programme 
in the 1980s. red from the front by the for- 
midable Bill Proudfoot. It is now suffering 
the consequences - a highly restricted invest- 
ment strategy. This is because the rules 
require investment in equities to be backed 
by large amounts of capital. If that capital 
is depleted by taking on new business, 
investment performance is eventually going 
to suffer, since the life fund will be forced 
out of high performance equities and into 
safe, but low performing bonds. 


__ This appears to be what's happened at 
l Scottish Amicable. Just look at the figures. 
Standard Life, probably the most financially 
healthy of the big mutuals, has just 17 per 
cent of its funds in rash and fixed interest. 
At Scottish Amicable the proportion has 
risen to a massive 41 per cent, which means 
it has dramatically missed out on the bull 
market of the last four years. 

And if Scot Am needs more capital now, 
this is doubly likely to be the rase in future. 
Scottish Amicable is faced by a progressively 
more competitive market place, and, 
because so many life companies are choos- 
ing to demutualise by being taken over, some 
much better capitalised rivals than it has had 
to deal with in the pasL 
The bottom line is that there is undoubt- 
edly money for policy holders in these life 
assurance demutualisations, if only because 
extra capital ought to mean better invest- 
ment performance, but they hardly mirror 
the building societies bonanza. For certain 
big, well run mutuals with adequate capital 
resources, like Standard Life, the interests 
of polity holders are much better served by 
remaining mutual. 

Clarke should have 
raised base rates 

I t was no surprise that the Chancellor took 
advantage of the excuse the strong pound 
and some slightly weaker than expected fig- 


ures to avoid raising base rates this month. 
He has made a mistake, nevertheless. 

This is an increasingly lonely position to 
lake, for many experts in the City join Mr 
Clarke in not taking the 25 per cent infla- 
tion target that seriously. This school of 
thought is happy enough to point to short- 
term trends that will take inflation lower this 
year, but they do so only by ignoring longer 
term pressures that wfl] take it higher again 
next year. And by the time next year rolls 
around it is a safe bet that the same com- 
mentators will not be very troubled by infla- 
tion of 3 or 4 per cent if squeezing it lower 
requires slower growth. 

There is still a large segment of opinion 
in the UK that believes low inflation is actu- 
ally not the right policy target It is an unspo- 
ken assumption that there should be a tar- 
get for growth instead, subject to a maximum 
permissible degree of inflation. This is the 
only explanation for the quite widespread 
City support Mr Clarke's receives for his all 
too relaxed stance. His supporters argue that 
the inflation environment is benign, and the 
UK economy is only growing a bit above its 1 
trend rate at the moment. 

If it seems unduly hawkish to disagree with 
this, in the light of figures showing" that the 1 
target measure of inflation did actually 1 
edge a little lower last mouth, consider that 
UK inflation is twice the rate of that in the | 
core Continental countries, well above the j 
European average and about the same as in 1 
the very buoyant, fully-employed US econ- 


omy. Britain has actually not had to do very 
much to transform itself from a high-infla- 
tion to a low-inflation country. We have sim- 
ply taken advantage of favourable worldwide 
trends in prices. 

It is this stubborn psychology that is more 
likely than anything else to keep Britain out 
of the European single currency regardless 
of what Parliament wants to do. Not only is 
there a good chance that the UK will not sat- 
isfy the Maastricht criterion for inflation, but 
most of us do not seem to rare much about 
it either. 

Mr Clarke is ultimately a politician, not 
a saint. He is also one who still harbours 
hopes of winning the election. Let us not for- 
get, however, that it was be who invented the 
expression that good economics is good pol- 
itics. A quarter point rise in base rates yes- 
terday would have signalled his determina- 
tion to hit his own inflation target, not just 
.for a few months this year, but in the long 
term too. 

British company may 
have kept plant open 

TTe who pays the piper calls the tune and, 
■LJLin the rase of Ford at least, Detroit has 
decided that the bands will play out in Spain 
and Germany but not on Merseyside. Would 
Ford's decision to concentrate production of 
the new Escort in Saarlouis and Valencia in- 
stead of Halewood have been any different 


had the company been British and not 
American-owned? 

Would, for that matter, the decision have 
been different had Britain not developed such 
a Europhobic reputation? 

It is impossible to answer either question 
conclusively. British Leyiand's ownership did 
not prevent it from closing down another 
Merseyside car factory two decades ago. 

, What can be said with certainty, however, 
is that strong, British-owned companies are 
a better guarantee of British prosperity and 
British jobs than handing large tracts of the 
commercial landscape over to foreign multi- 
nationals, Britain's dwindling band of world- 
class companies are not angels, nor are they 
I driven by patriotic fervour. British Aero- 
space, GKN and ICJ to name but three have 
all been guilty of exporting jobs at one time 
or another. 

But the fact that they are British-owned 
and British-run always means that invest- 
ment decisions will be taken here, that intel- 
lectual copyright will remain within these 
shores and that their facilities do not become 
little more than screwdriver assembly plants. 

The economic arguments for ending 
Escort production in Britain, as opposed to 
Spain or Germany are hardly compelling. 
Indeed, when competing wage rates, mar- 
ket conditions, government support and 
freight costs are taken into account it 
becomes a finely balanced choice. But a 
choice, significantly, that was taken a long 
way from Merseyside. 


been British and not 


Grid fights 
order to 
repay £44m 
to scheme 




I Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

| . National Grid Group, the 

J . . privaiised company which op- 

"4 1 erates the electricity trans- 

A mission network, was last night 

poised for confrontation with 
J the pensions industry om- 

^ budsman over a provisional or- 

4 der to repay £44m removed 

» from its pension scheme. 

f David Jefferies, chairman of 
£ the Grid, said the company 

n would reject the ruling in its 

iL formal response, due lobe sub- 

A mitted today; 




m 



David Jefferies: Said only 
option was to fight ruling 

If the ombudsman. Dr Julian 
Farrand, upholds his original 
conclusion that the cash was 
wrongly removed from_ the 
fund, a move which is widely 
expected, then the Grid is cer- 
tain -to take the case to the 


High Court. 

■ The Grid is thought to have 
^ examined whether it needs to 
’ write off the £44m in its_ ac- 
counts for the year to April as 
an exceptional charge. Even if 
Dr Farrand rules against the 
company in his final judge- 
ment, the Grid believes it 
would not automatically have 
to make provisions for the 



cash until the outcome of a 
court case. 

Dr Farrand is thought un- 
likely to make bis fmaTjudge- 
ment for several months, but 


watched by other privatised 
electricity companies which 
together could be forced to re- 

K ay a total of almost £lbn. 

lore than 200,000 fund mem- 
bers across thejpower industry 
stand to benefit from the rul- 
ing, because each of the com- 
panies’ funds is also part of the 
main Electricity Supply Pen- 
sion Scheme. 

Yesterday Mr Jefferies made 
dear the Grid’s only option 
was to fight the ombudsman in 
the interests of shareholders. 
He said: “Obviously there’s 
some way to run on this issue, 
but we believe there’s been a 
very fair distribution of bene- 
fits to staff and to the com- 
pany." 

Meanwhile the head of an- 
other electricity company, who 
did not want to be named, ex- 
pressed concern that the City 
had still not realised the seri- 
ous implications of the dis- 
pute: “An awful lot of big 
investors haven't thought 
through what this really 
means. It could be important 
for them. Also some of the 
companies involved don't 
seem to appreciate it." 

In his judgement, made be- 
fore Christmas, Dr Farrand 
said the Grid had misused a 
£6 23m surplus in its pension 
fund, identified after an actu- 
arial valuation in 1992. The 
company had allocated 70 per 
cent of the surplus to itself in 
order to tend early retirement 
and redundancy payments, 
while pension scheme mem- 
bers were paid the rest in en- 
hanced benefits. Dr Farrand 
argued the rules of the Elec- 
tricity Supply scheme specifi- 
cally blocked such payments to 
employers. 

The total surplus cash re- 
moved by privatised power 
companies after the 1992 val- 
uation was some £500m, but it 
has subsequently emerged that 
another actuarial valuation 
was carried out in 1995, where 
similar surpluses were also 
identified. 



Mercedes chairman 
quits over merger plans 


Power straggle: Helmut Werner (left) felt the new organisational structure of Daimler- 
Benz did not offer him enough responsibility, the company said 


Patrick Tooher 

The protracted power struggle 
at Daimler-Benz came to a 
head yesterday when Helmut 
Werner, chairman of Mercedes- 
Benz, its luxury car and trucks 
unit, resigned in protest over the 
reshaping of Germany's biggest 
industrial group. 

Mr Wfemer had unsuccessfully 
resisted attempts by Juergen 
Schrempp, Daimler's chief ex- 
ecutive, lo merge Mercedes with- 
in the overall structure of the 
parent company. Mercedes, 
which accounts for three-quarters 
of Daimler s sales and is regard- 
ed as the group's cash-cow. will 
lose its seven-year independence 
as a result of the restructuring. 

In a statement the company 
said it was Mr Werner’s “feeling 
that the new organisational 
structure of Daimler-Benz did 
not offer a scope of responsi- 
bility commensurate with his in- 
dustrial experience". 


Other positions for Mr Wern- 
er within the Daimler-Benz 
board had been discussed but 
none satisfied his expectations, 
the statement said. Last night 
h remained unclear when Mr 
Werners resignation would 
take effect. In accordance with 
German corporate practice no 
mention of Mr Wfemer’s pay-off 
was made either. 

Mr Werner was reported to 
be the only board member to 
vote against the restructuring 
plan, though Daimler insisted 
he had offered his “full support 
and agreement to the new struc- 
ture" proposed by the parent 
company’s board. 

Analysts broadly welcomed 
the move. “There wasn't room 
for Wferaer and Schrempp in the 
one company. Schrempp had to 
get clear and undisputed con- 
trol," said Peter Schmidt of 
Automotive Industry Data. 
“Werner is a very capable guy 
but be ran Mercedes as though 


it was his own company and an 
autonomous group and this 
just is not the case." 

Mr Werner’s departure, the 
latest in a series of top-level ■ 
management changes at Daim- 
ler, draws a line under the Ger- 
man industrial conglomerate's 
ill-fated late- 1980s attempt to 
diversify away from its core car ' 
business and build a national de- '• 
fence and aerospace champion 
on the back of Mercedes' com- . 
merrial success. 

Daimler has been on the 
road lo recovery since reporting 
a massive DM5.7bn (£2.13bn) 
loss in 1995 after massive pro- 
visions were taken at its DASA 
defence and aerospace divi- 
sion, which is part of the Euro- 
pean Airbus consortium. 

Mr Schrempp, who took over 
from Edzard Reuter two years 
ago, has cut back unprofitable 
businesses and exited from 
Fokker to help Daimler return 
to profit. 


Offer defends 
tight timetable 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

The senior official from the 
electricity watchdog. Offer, 
charged with implementing the 
move to full domestic compe- 
tition in 1998, yesterday hit 
back at legal moves by the in- 
dustry to block the planned 
timetable. 

Tony Boorman, Offer’s di- 
rector of supply competition, 
told a conference of industry ex- 
ecutives that the six-month 
timetable, which would see all 
23 million customers able to 
shop around for electricity by 
September 1998, was tight but 
fully achievable. 

Commenting on the private 
protests by some of the re- 
gional power suppliers at the 
speed of the' move to competi- 
tion, he said: “Certainly it is a 
very challenging programme... 
but I don’t think on the other 
hand we should over-egg this 
pudding. 

“It is a change which should 
come as no surprise to anyone 
as it was there tor all to see in 
1989 when the industry was pri- 
vatised." 

He also vented his frustration 
at the legal challenge, which was 
made public in a leaked letter 
from the law firm Herbert 
Smith, which is acting for the 12 


regional electricity companies 
(RECs) and two Scottish pow- 
er producers. 

He told the gathering: “It’s a 
rather tedious aspect of the in- 
dustry that members tend to 
leak things. 

“There’s a natural reaction to 
overstate rather than understate 
the problem." 

The letter, dared 19 Novem- 
ber, said it would be unlawful 
for the regulator. Professor 
Steve Litdechild, to proceed 
with competition if the system 
had not been fully tested by 
April 1998. 

Professor Littlechild has 
turned down industry requests 
that the process be phased in 
over IS months, instead setting 
the six-month timetable to- 
wards tell competition, a tran- 
sition which companies have 
estimated will cost between 
£50Gm and£lbn. 

Mr Boorman said he would 
be meeting with Herbert Smith 
in a few days’ time to try to re- 
solve the objections, but there 
was nothing in the letter which 
was of such concern that it 
could not be sorted out. 

In particular, he insisted 
there was no serious difficulty 
over concents that suppliers 
operating outside their own 
franchise area would be unable 
to recover unpaid bills. 




Raytheon set to win Hughes bid 


David (Jsborne er of the B-2 bomber, which had 

NewYork^ also joined the bidding contest. 

— — In the long term, the. company 

in what could be the last of the may be forced into 

roegfKleab in the post-Cold us own to survive, amdys^ ray. 

Consolidation of America’s 

Doirthmnan- fence businesses would also act 




taiy jets to rivfl aircraft. Some 

progress has been made with the 

merger of BAe’s missiles busi- 
ness with Matra of France and 
the ongoing merger of Dassault 
with Aerospatiale. 

Raytheon is believed to have 


that may be raised by US reg- 
ulators would almost certainly 
focus on the missiles sector; 
Raytheon and Hughes Elec- 
tronics have large missile busi- 
nesses. As well as producing 
small aircraft and other de- 
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as the winning bidder for ihe de- 
fence businesses of Hughes 
Electronics. 

General Motors, the parent 
of Hughes Electronics, was ex- 
pectedto accept Raytheon's bid, 
believed to be worth $9Jbn 
(£5.7bn), at a board meeting in 
New York: Victory by Raytheon 
would propel it into the num- 
ber three position among US 
defence contractors after Boe- 
ing and Lockheed Martin. 

It would mean defeat for 
Northrop Grumman, the mak- 


the European defence industry 
which is well behind the pat* set 
by leading contractors in the 
US. Last autumn Dick Evans, 
chief executive of British Aero- 
space, predicted the European 
industry would ultimately con- 
solidate into a small cote of ma- 
jor players, but said the process 
had become bogged down in na- 
tional politics. . 

BAe’s vision is of a smgle Eu- 
ropean holding company en- 
compassing everything from 
missile technology and mill- 


i/iWU.'+n lUdiMi 11 \*23 »'ll 


race for Hughes by its purchase 
earlier this month of the defence 
electronics component of Texas 
Instruments for about $3bn. 
The move created a better 
match between Raytheon and 
the Hughes businesses. 

Raytheon will have to assume 
new debt of about S4bn and is- 
sue new shares worth $5bn to 
fund the deal. The transaction 
will be submitted to approval 
votes among GM and Raytheon 
shareholders. 

Any unfair competition issues 


has an important engineering 
consultancy division. 

The effective conclusion of 
the consolidation spree that 
has transformed the US defence 
industry in just four years could 
herald an era of equally stun- 
ning changes in the intenia- 
tional defence industry. British 
Aerospace would be among 
companies implicated in any 
such revolution. 

The Hughes sale will allow 
GM to concentrate on its core 
business of car-making. 
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business 


Lonrho will 
press ahead 
with break-up 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Lonrho's new chief executive 
Nick Morrell pul a break-up of 
the mining to African trading 
conglomerate firmly back on the 
front burner yesterday. The 
proposed split had appeared to 
founder late last year after an 
EU investigation into the com- 
pany was launched following the 
unexpected sole of former chief 
Dieter Bock's 19 per cent stake 
to Anglo American. 

Announcing a 13 per cent rise 
in profits for the year to Sep- 
tember. Mr Morrell, former 
head of the African trading 
arm. said yesterday: “Your 
board remains committed to the 
view that the best way of deliv- 
ering maximum valuefor share- 
holders is to separate the mining 
and non- mining interests.” 

He said the exact form of the 
split was uncertain but would 
probably involve some dispos- 
als of businesses before a de- 
merger of the remaining trading 
operations from the mining 
rump. The Lonrho name is ex- 
pected to go with the trading 
arm and Mr Morrell would 
probably move to those mainly 
African businesses, as Mr Bock 
had indicated he would before 
unexpectedly stepping down as 
chief executive last October. 

Lonrho first announced its in- 
tention to perform a three-way 
split last January, but since then 
has only achieved the sale of its 
Meiropole hotels to Siakis. A 
planned flotation of the hotels 
arm. which also includes the 
Princess resort hotels in North 
America, was abandoned after 
advisers warned the market was 
losing interest after a flood of 
flotations in the sector. 

The sale of the Princess 
chain, for which Lonrho is be- 
lieved to be in final negotiation 
with Saudi businessman Prince 
Alwaleed bin Talal bin Abdu- 
laziz. is crucial to any 



Preparing for demerger: Chief executive Nick Morrell still 
wants to separate mining and non-mining interests 


demerger. The expected pro- 
ceeds of more than £500m 
would be used to knock a big 
hole in debts. 

Mr Morrell would not be 
drawn on which other busi- 
nesses might be sold before a 
demerger. Lonrho's 'interests in- 
clude sugar plantations. African 
car dealerships, hotels and a 
range of agricultural opera- 
tions including cotton, timber, 
meat processing and brewing. In 
the UK it owns the Dutton Fbr- 
sfaaw car dealerships and Cram- 
Imgton Textiles. 

Lonrho said continuing con- 
fusion over the status of its 
largest shareholder, Anglo 
American, would not divert it 
from its planned demerger. 


Hie EU is currently probing 
Anglo's acquisition of a 28 per 
cent stake in Lonrho, mainly 
from Dieter Bock, and has 
barred it from voting its shares 
pending its investigation into 
possible competition compli- 
cations due to the two compa- 
nies' interests in platinum. 

Pre-tax profits rose 13 per cent 
during the year to September 
from JEiSlm to £ 170m before ex- 
ceptional items. Earnings per 
‘ shar e were 34 per cent higher at 
11.9p (S.9pl and a final main- 
tained dividend of 3p was rec- 
ommended, making a total for 
the year of 5.25p. Lonrho's 
shares, which have fallen from 
a high of 217p over the past year, 
closed 2p higher at 127p. 


One for the share jockeys to avoid 


boring, defensive stock in its sector and, The Investment Column 

after raising profits through boom and 


bust, the ownerof many of Blackpool's 
biggest attractions deserves to stand out 
in an otherwise volatile industry. Yes- 
terday's full-year results were more of 
the same with the only two underper- 
forming divisions, the Riva bingo halls 
and two West End theatres, relatively 
insignificant in group terms. The key op- 
erations in nightclubs, sports and resorts 
are firing on all cylinders. 

Pre-tax profits of £43.7m were 9 per 
cent higher than last year and slightly 
above expectations. Earnings per share 
of 19Jp were up by a similar margin 
and the dividend rose in line to 8.44p. 
The shares, which initially edged high- 
er on the news, closed S_5p lower at 
336p as the market focused on mar- 
ginally cautious comments on post- 
Christmas trading which was hit by the 
cold snap. 

The chief executive, John Conlan, is 
happy for First Leisure to be seen as 
the sector's safe but dull play, describing 
the stock as one for real asset managers, 
not for what he calls “share jockeys”. 
He plays a long game and would 
rather invest for die future than chase 
short-term and possibly unsustainable 
gains. 

That philosophy was borne out by 
First Leisure’s p lans , announced yes- 
terday, to spend £100ra over the next 
18 months or so expanding the key ar- 
eas of nightclubs, where six are 
planned, health and fitness dubs, 
where eight are in the pipeline, and 
Brannigans music bars. It is also run- 
ning out the successful Snowdome in- 
door skiing concept from one site at 
Tamworth to two more this year and 
possibly eight more eventually. 

First Leisure likes to draw a dis- 
tinction between itself and other leisure 
giants, such as Whitbread, which are 
unafraid tojpay over the odds to secure 
a position in a growing market. First 
Leisure walked away from David Lloyd 
Leisure last year, leaving the sports 
dubs to Whitbread and taking the or- 
ganic route of building its own chain 
from scratch. Only time wih tell which 
avenue is most fruitful, but the Con- 
lan approach is certainly lower risk. 

The key to his success will be the re- 
turn generated on that capital and, 
while previous targets of 20 per cent 
are proving challenging in a low-in- 
flation environment, in real terms the 
company is still using its cash well With 
gearing of only 19 percent and the in- 
terest bill covered 12 times by earnings, 
First Leisure is in a strong position to 
capitalise on the steady recovery in con- 
sumer confidence. 

Assuming profits before tax in the 
year to October of around £47m, the 
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shares currently trade on a price/eam- 
ings ratio of 16. That is a small premium 
to the market but rightly so given the 
prospects and solid record. After un- 
derperforming for a year or so the 
shares look good value again. 

Finelist motors 
ahead nicely 

At first glance, Finelist, the motor parts 
distributor, looks worryingly like one 
of the 19S0s stock market stars which 
fell to earth in the 1990s. Floated at 
130p nearly three years ago, the shares 
have nearly tripled to 3S15p, the lat- 
est storming 32 Jp rise coming despite 
news of a four-for-17 rights call at 320p. 

This parabolic trajectory has been 
fuelled by a £137m three-year acqui- 
sition spree, including yesterdays £6hn 
purchase of Tomkins' Ferraris Piston 
Service parts distribution business. 
But Finelist, which estimates that prof- 
its soared from £4. 05m to £7m in the 
six months to December, looks more 
soundly based than many of its 1980s 
iookalikes. 

For a start, the management has long 


land. East .Anglia and the South-east 

° Thenace of Growth has been heady. 
Assuming this years expectations are 
met, profits will have multiplied over 
33 Sics to £17 -3m in sk years. How- 
ever, the new equity could prove a drag 


experience in this business: the exec- 
utive chairman, Chris Swan, has been a f or ; 

selling car .spares for more than 20 ^wmmgand ^ ^ ^ 

years, starting m Halfords. ward mulQp . \vhrth oiddne 

” *1^ combination of ihat experience ■”^ unie j"L w if^nM P 
and the potential for the business upon any weakness, even so. 
looks compelling. Adding Ferraris to 

the Autela and Edmund Walker brand . , . i • n -fm 

names should squeeze an extra £1.9m llllUi 1UI 

from the combined operation. ° 

More importantly, it will take C&rpCT SclltJo 


Finelist’5 chain of depots serving in- 
dependent garages, fleets and the like 
to 235. Yet this represents a tiny frac- 
tion of a highly fragmented industry 
where the group's boast of supplying 
three-quarters of the country within the 
hour and the rest once or twice a day 
gives them a good chance to clean up. 
The target is for 400 branches in five 
years and the only real competitor is 
the separately quoted Partco. 

It's a simil ar story at Motor World 
and Charlie Brown, acquired last year 
in the group's first foray into high street 
car parts re tailing. Claiming not to com- 
pete directly with Boats' Halfords 
arm, this business has less than 10 per 
cent of the retail market. 

Raising the current 330 shops to the 
planned 500 by 2001 looks realistic, 
based on planned expansion into Scot- 


First Leisure : at a glance 


Market value: £549.4m, share price 336p __ 

Five year record 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 

Pre-lax profits (£m) 31.1 307 37.5 

Dhridends per share (penes) 


40.1 


183, 

437 


17 Jo ' -19.3 


6.1 


6.5 


7.0 


77 


8.4 


Operating profit by activity 
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220 
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It is always inevitable that founder en- 
trepreneurs will eventually seek to re- 
duce their holding in their creauon 
some time after it goes public. It hap- 
pened with Sir Graham Kirkham at 
DFS Furniture and it is happening now 
with Lord Harris at CarpeirighL 

Such decisions can upset share- 
holder sentiment and be taken as a sign 
of reduced confidence in future 
prospects. But there were no signs of 
that yesterday following Lord Harris's 
decision to sell a chunk of his holding. 
The shares even rose 7p to 59Sp. 

That the market was so unruffled is 
a sign of how highlv regarded this com- 
pany is. Since flotation in June 1993 
the shares have risen four-fold and Car- 
peuight’s share of the UK carpet 
market has mushroomed from 6 per 
cent to 17 per cent. 

Yesterday’s figures were as sparkling 
as usual with pre-tax profits in the first 
half up 38 percent to £I4m on last year. 
Like-for-tike sales were 16 per cent 
ahead and still are in current irading. 
The margin also rose by 35 percent- 
age points to 4S.6 per cent It was here 
that the City had its only gripe. Car- 
petright has changed the way it ac- 
counts for carpet fitting and this 
change accounted for 2 percentage 
points of the margin increase. 

That aside, it was all very upbeat 
stuff. The group has 290 stores and is 
rolling out its larger Carpet Depot for- 
mat aggressively. It will open another 
24 this year, taking the total to more 
than 70.*Lord Harris's longer-term plan 
is still to have a market share of 30 per 
cent by 2000. Beyond that Lord Har- 
ris may need to look abroad to keep 
up the breakneck expansion. But for 
now the outlook is promising. Car- 
petrighi is even saying that The knock- 
on effect from the upturn in the 
housing market is not expected to feed 
through to carpets until the spring. 

On NatWest's profit forecast of 
£35m for the full year, the shares trade 
on a forward rating of 20. Not cheap 
but still worth holding. 


Insurance firms 
in £97m merger 


Magnus Grimond 

Lowndes Lambert and Fen- 
church, two of London’s small- 
er insurance brokers, yesterday 
announced their long-awaited 
£97ro merger in what analysts 
said was a move to combat in- 
creasing competition in the 
market. 

The deal involves share- 
holders in Fenchurch swapping 
1,000 of their own shares for 628 
in Lowndes Lambert, which is 
to be renamed Lambert 
Fenchurch. The news sent 
shares in Lowndes 75p higher 
to 116p, while Fenchurch added 
9p to 705p. 

The link-up, foreshadowed in 
a statement last week that the 
two groups were in merger 
talks, is part of a growing con- 
solidation trend in the sector in 
the wake of last year's marriage 
of the two US giants Aon and 
Alexander & Alexander. Aon 
has also recently picked up 
Bain Hogg from loch cape and 
last month Lloyd Thompson 
and JIB, two second-line bro- 
kers, unveiled their own £300m 
merger. 

Lambert Fenchurch expects 
to be able to generate £5m of 
cost savings from the merger in 


a full 12 months, at an excep- 
tional cost of £1 lm in this year’s 
figures. But David Margrett, the 
Lowndes chief executive who 
will take on the same role in the 
new group, denied the move was 
defensive, saying it offered 
“very significant income growth 
opportunities which we believe 
will lead to earnings enhance- 
ment.” 

Lowndes shareholders will 
end up with 72 per cent of the 
enlarged company, while the 
company will fill the two top 
management slots, with Sir 
Robert Clark, the group's chair- 
man, as well as Mr Margrett re- 
taining their existing roles. But 
Mr Margrett dismissed any sug- 
gestion that Lowndes would 
be in the driving seat. “This is 
truly bringing together Lbe two 
senior executive teams. Obvi- 
ously we arc the bigger firm, but 
there are some existing jobs go- 
ing to the other side.” 

Analysts said the merger was 
a reaction to both declining in- 
surance rates and increasing 
consolidation in the UK markeL 
Roman Cizdyn at Merrill Lynch 
said this was a defensive move 
“and very much a reaction to 
what the industry leadens are 
doing, particularly Aon”. 


Clyde ups stakes in oil bid battle 


Tom Stevenson 


Clyde Petroleum upped the 
stakes in its increasingly heated 
£432ra bid battle with Gulf 
Canada yesterday by effective- 
ly flagging what it considered to 
be a fair value price for itself. 
On the basis of a study by an in- 
dependent industry consultant, 
Gyde said a fair trading range 
for its shares, before any pre- 
mium for control would be be- 
tween 146p and 177p a share. 

Assuming investors would 
expect Gulf to pay extra to gain 
control of Clyde, the company’s 
calculations suggested it would 


not be prepared to recommend 
a take-out price of less than 
190p or 200p, well ahead of the 
105p that Gulf has so far tabled, 
and implying a value of at least 
£782m. Clyde’s shares added 
2.5p to 121-5p as the market 
continued to bank on a higher 
offer from Gulf or a rival bid 
from a third party. 

As expected, Clyde’s defence 
focused on valuation methodol- 
ogy, with Clyde insisting that a 
multiple of cash flow, the method 
usually used in North America, 
best measured its potential val- 
ue. For the first time it indicat- 
ed what would be an appropriate 


cash-flow multiple and published 
a much higher than expected es- 
timate of operating cash flow for 
the year to the end of last month. 

Gulf dismissed Clydes sec- 
ond defence document as “not 
credible” and said it “contained 
no positive surprises, contained 
desperate claims on value, ig- 
nored the medium and longer 
term production profile of the 
company and ignored the com- 
pany’s net asset value”. 

Clyde said a range of 5 J to 6.4 
times cash flow best valued the 
company, citing figures calcu- 
lated by oil industry consultants 
JS Herald, which had put the 


company in the third quartile of 
comparable companies on the 
basis of a number of measures, 
including return on capital. 

Operating cash flow in the 
year to December 1996. Clyde 
said, was £1 27m. representing a 
29 percent increase on the 1995 
figure which appeared in the 
company's first defence docu- 
ment. Discretionary cash flow, 
after tax and interest, increased 
by 37 per cent to £1 13m. 

Clyde’s latest defensive salvo 
also included an estimate of net 
debt at the the end of 1996, 
showing much lower than ex- 
pected borrowings of £10S.4ra. 


Crest upgrade to handle floats 


The new Crest share settlement 
system is having to be upgrad- 
ed to cope with the raft of flota- 
tions of building societies later 
this year, writes Jill TVeanor. 
The upgrade comes before the 
current system is fully rolled out 
lo deal with the additional 
workload from the flotations 
and to cope with the o ngoin g 
programme of putting FTSE 
100 companies on to the system, 
the number of Tandem proces- 
sors used to run Crest will be in- 
creased by six to 16. 

Some Footsie stocks that 


have been delayed from joining 
the system will start to be in- 
cluded from next week. They in- 
clude BSkyB and Tomkins from 
Monday. CreslCo, the com- 
pany that runs Crest, is also 
considering upgrading to a 
more powerful version of the 
■technology, which may have to 
be funded by higher tariffs 
from users of the system. 

“It’s entirely prudent that we 
think of upgrading the hardware 
and leasing six new proces- 
sors,” said Paul Symons, man- 
ager at Crest Co. 


CrestCo is working with the 
securities industry to establish 
ways to deal with the increased 
flow of business from the flota- 
tions of Halifax, Alliance & 
Leicester, Woolwich and North- 
ern Rock, and hopes to build on 
ideas used by the Stock Ex- 
change for some of the large pri- 
vatisations in the 1980s. 

A working party had been set 
up, said Mr Symons, who added 
that the transition of shares to 
Crest from Talisman, the current 
system, is expected to be com- 
pleted on schedule on 7 April. 
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Toy shops suffer in 
tough Christmas 


Nigel Cope 


There was fresh evidence yes- 
terday that the British toy mar- 
ket has experienced a tough 
Christmas when two retailers 
blamed tougb competition and 
weaker demand for disap- 
pointing performances. 

John Menzies’ half-year pre- 
tax profits fell by a third as a re- 
sult of poor sales at its Early 
Learning Centre stores which 
cater for children aged up to five, 

Hamleys also said Christ- 
mas trading was disappointing. 
It said trade started well at the 
beginning of December, then 
tailed off in the middle of the . 
month before a late recovery. 
“Overall we were a little dis- 
appointed with Christmas,” 
Hamleys director Michael 
Riddy said. 

He added that even Hamleys' 
flagship Regent Street store in 
London had been quieter this 
year. Group sales in the five 
months to December increased 


by 3.6 per cent on the same pe- 
riod last year. 

Analysis said that in addition 
to competition from computer 
games and sportswear brands, 
some toy retailers had been hit 
by aggressive pricing -from 
Woohvorths. 

The poor figures from John 
Menzies forced the shares 675p 
lower to477_5p. Pre-tax profits 
fell by £1.2m to £2.6m in the six 
months to 2 November due to 
difficulties in the retail division. 
Like-for-like sales were I per 
cent lower in the core chain with 
music and video sales disap- 
pointing. But in the eight weeks 
to 28 December sales were 
lower than expected with a 7 per 
cent slump at Early Learning 
Centre. 

John Menzies' new managing 
director David Mackay said 
the problems were due to in- 
creased competition, internal 
mistakes and demographic 
changes which were resulting in 
fewer young children. 


Triplex 
challenged 
on orders 


Patrick Tooher 


William Cook, the steel castings 
group that is vigorously de- 
fending a £58m bid from Triplex 
Lloyd, has challenged the Birm- 
ingham-based engineer to issue 
a profit forecast following neg- 
ative reports about the state of 
the UK and European auto- 
motive components markets. 

In a highly unusual move de- 
signed to turn the tables on the 
bidder, William Cook high- 
ligbted yesterday's announce- 
ment from Ford, a customer of 
Triplex Lloyd, about big job cuts 
at its Halewood factory on 
Merseyside 

“Triplex Lloyd . . . should come 
clean about its own prospects," 
said Andrew’ Cook, executive 
chairman. He said “unsubstan- 
tiated talk about new orders” 
should not divert shareholders 
from asking how many of Triplex 
Lloyd's big automotive cus- 
tomers were experiencing a 
dotvnium. Margins in its auto- 
motive division had been in de- 
cline. he said. 

His comments drew an angry 
response from Triplex Lloyd, 
which said passenger cars rep- 
resented only a sixth of its busi- 
ness. “Clearly William Cook 
does not understand Triplex 
Lloyd's business." a spokes- 
woman said. 

“Our automotive business is 
very much commercial vehicle 
related, with Perkins being 
the main customer. To talk 
about Ford is entirely 
irrelevant." 

The company had no inten- 
tion of making any trading 
statement, she- said. " 


In Brief 


• Morgan Stanley will separate its investment banking and as- 
set management units. The fifth-iargest US securities firm 
named Peter Karches. the head of its bond business, as chief of 
its securities uniL James Allwin will become president of the Mor- 
gan Stanley .Asset Management unit. The firm will also move 
Robert Scott, its investment banking chief, into the role of chief 
financial officer, replacing him with Joseph Perella. 

• The worldwide head of oil giant Shell. Cor Herkstroter. hit 
back at criticism that the Anglo- Dutch group had been too slow 
to utilise its vast £Sbn cash pile. He said a substantial pari of the 
money was needed to pay for unfunded pensions liabilities in oth- 
er European countries. In Germany alone this could account for 
flbn. Mr Herkstroter said that though a rare fond of around £5bn 
would be left, this was in line with shareholders' expectations. 

• Barclays Bank is targeting older staff for redundancy, according 

to Unifi. the union which represents Barclays staff. Iain MacLean, r 
assistant general secretary at Unifi. said the bank was shedding - 
older staff to cut down on pension costs and cited statistics which 
showed Barclays had reduced its pensions contributions from 7 5 
per cent to 2.5 per cent of its salary bill. Barclays said all the jobs 
shed had been the result of voluntary redundancies or early re- 
tirement programmes. 

• Ian Plenderleith, an executive director of the Bank of Eng- 
land, said the City s pre-eminence as a financial centre would not 
come under threat if Britain decided against joining the single 
European currency. In u speech, he said London was an in- 
ternational centre, attracting much business from outside Europe. 

• Union Bank of Switzerland was stripped of its top-notch cred- 

li^Sby b&P. a ratings agency. S&P had put the tripie-A rat- 
"8 ^editWatch for a possible downgrade on concerns about 
l ,™ ba S s announcement that it would make a SFr05bn loss in 
i ui * tri P ,e_A rating was lowered bv one notch to 

double-A while ns short-term ratings were left unchanged at A1 + . 

• Rover is to end its car finance venture with Lombard and cre- 
ate an in- ho usecompany to handle hire-purchase arrangements 
tor customers. The new division, to be called Rover Financial Ser- 
vices, will take over from Lombard from May 1998. 
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market report / shares 


FTSE 100 
4197.5 +38.6 

FTSE 250 
4565.9 +5.9 

FTSE 350 
2082.0 +15.7 

SEAQ VOLUME 

960.5m shares, 
52,572 basins 
Gilts Index 
95.12- +0.80 


Share spotlight 
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Exuberant blue chips come within a whisker of 4,200 
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Fool si e moved 10 within a 
whisker of the magical 4,200 
points. In a busy day's trading 
blue chips were again in exu- 
berant form, buoyed by un- 
changed interest rales and 
more strength in New York. 
Bui supporting shares missed 
the party. 

The index closed at a peak 
of 4,]p7.5p. a gain of 38.6. Al 
one time it seemed to be 
about to break through the 
4.200 barrier. In late afternoon 
it touched 4.198.9 but shares 
were unable to work up suf- 
ficient energy, with the Dow 
Jones Average retreating from 
its high point, for the final 
push. 

Even Hanson, with its 
break-up nearing completion, 
enjoyed the fun. The once 
reared conglomerate pul on 
3ip to 89p on what appeared 
to be heavy US buying. It has 
already demerged its Imper- 
ial Tobacco and Millennium 
Chemicals operations and the 


Energy Croup, consisting of 
Eastern Electricity and 
Peabody, the largest US coal 
miner, is due to go its own way 
in the next month or so. 

ABN Amro Hoare Govctt 
has this week made positive 
noises, suggesting once the 
final pan of the demerger is 
in place the Hanson rump wall 
be worth 44p. 

Blue Circle Industries led 
the blue chip charge, putting 
on I5.5p to 391p with Merrill 
Lynch offering support. Royal 
& Sun Alliance added 16p to 
468.5 as Salomon Brothers de- 
cided it was the best bet in a 
strong sector. 

GI£N, one of the major ca- 
sualties of the strong pound, 
recovered 3I.5p to 971. 5p 
after SBC Warburg said the 
shares were oversold. 

But it was not all one-way 
traffic. Credit Lyonnais 
Luing, a long time bull of 
Abbey National, switched its 
recommendation from buv to 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


hoi A lowering the shares I2p 
to 7S4p. 

Insurance brokers were ac- 
tive as Lowndes Lambert, up 
7.5p to 1 16p, and Fenchurch, 
lOp higher at 70.5p. signed a 
merger agreement. Sedgwick, 
not for the first time, was put 
forward as the next candidate 
for corporate action, gaining 
7.5p to 136.5p. A US strike, 
probably from Aon, is seen as 
the mosL logical development. 

Others higher as speculators 
looked for the next victim in- 
cluded Willis Corroon, up Sp 
at 14&.5p. Oriel held at 
133-5p. It has been involved in 
takeover talks for nearly a 
year. In February it said had 
received tentative approaches. 


The last communique was in 
September when tne compa- 
ny reported it was continuing 
to receive overtures. 

Secnricor, the security 
group with a 40 per cent in- 
terest in the Cellnet mobile 
telephone service, gave 
ground although Henderson 
Crosihwaite has signalled a 
target valuation of up to 435p. 
The price eased Sp to 276 Jp. 

Cadbury Scbweppes, the 
soft drinks and sweets group, 
was another lo miss the fun, 
off 52>p to 476p. The shares 
ore near their 12 -month low. 
The market is worried about 
the fierce competition the 
group is faring in the US 
from Coca-Cola; there is also 


a concern that SmithKline 
Beech am plans to sell its 
health drinks division, 
Lucozade and Ribena. and 
Cadbury is a possible buyer. 

John Menzies, the 
newsagent- was the day's ma- 
jor casualty, falling 67Jp to 
477 Jp following figures. Car- 
petrighfs results were well re- 
ceived. with the shares 7p 
higher at 59Sp. despite a four 
million share sale through 
Warburg by chairman Lord 
Harris. Goldsmiths, the jew- 
eller, placed 1.1 million shares 
at 370p, raising £4.05m for 
branch openings- The shares 
rose ISp to 395p. 

Takeover hopes linger 
around the two remaining 
electricity distributors. Klein- 
wort Benson believes York- 
shire Electricity is worth 870p 
to a bidder and Southern 
Electricity 835p. Yorkshire 
rose 14.5p to 833 .5p and 
Southern fell 2.5 p to 791p. 

Cruden Bay, the old in- 


vestment trust, being re- 
vamped as an engineer, held 
at 79.5p. An analysts’ visit is 
due next month to see its 
first acquisition, a gas and wa- 
ter engineer. 

Lanica Bust ended I62.5p 
down at I.387.5p. It was, fol- 
lowing its statement that It 
knew of no reason for its 
surging share price, at one 
time down 6122>p. 

Sheffield United, the old 
Conrad group, returned to 
market. At one time up to 
145p the shares closed at 
101-5p against a consolidation 
price of 60p. Tottenham Hot- 
spur, indulging in a five-for- 
one share split, gained 46p to 
685p. 

Fortune Oil added 1.75p to 
14215p as rumours swirled of 
more deals m China. It is 
said to be on the verge of in- 
creasing its chain of petrol 
stations and is about to fix up 
an aviation deal with the 
Chinese Government. 


Taking Stock 


[3 United Energy has edged 
ahead 4.5p to 23p this yean 
intriguing rumours are 
swirling around. One is a 
tender offer for 29.9 per cent 
of the capital is about to be 
rolled out; another is a US 
strike. The tender terms are 

said to be either 25p or 30p 
with those supporting the 
bid rumour shooting for a 
3Sp hit price. UE, with an 
asset value of around 25p, 
was down to tip in the 
summer. 

G There is talk of action at 
Geo Interactive Media, an 
internet software company. 
The shares need a boost. 
Placed at lOOp the price 
touched 112p, then fell to 
5S3p. They rose 8p to 75-5p. 

O Pearson gained Zip to 
780£p: helped by new chief 
executive Marjorie Scardino 
buying 10,000 shares at 
776p. 
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Labour set for battle over company tax 


The Labour Party is about to be be 
assaulted by a new barrage of 
lobbying by industry and the City 
against proposals to reform corpo- 
ration lax. 

Next week the Commission on 
Public Policy and British Business, 
set up by the Labour-leaning Insti- 
tute for Public Policy Research, is 
to recommend extensive changes in 
corporation tax. 

But although the changes arc 
backed by some top tax experts, in- 
cluding the Institute for Fiscal Stud- 
ies. they’ arc strongly opposed by City 
institutions and by many companies. 

The commission, which includes 
well known businessmen such as 
David Sainsbury. George Simpson 
of GEC and Lend Hollick of United 
News and Media, is however ex- 
pected to have a strong influence on 
Labour policy. 

This was acknowledged yester- 
day by Tony Blair, the Labour leader, 
in ’ari interview with the Financial 
Tunes, in which he hinted that some 
of its policies would he adopted by 
Labour. Although he did not refer 
specifically to tax. he said the com- 
mission's basic analysis of Britain's ed- 
ucation problems and the reasons for 
its economic underperformance were 
" interesting and essentially correct’’. 

There arc two main tax issues at 
stake. The first is a reform of cap- 
ital gains tax. which is not strictly a 
corporation lax question but docs 
affect most companies. 

Labour has endorsed proposals by 
the CB1 to introduce a new tapered 
capital gains tax whose impact would 
diminish the longer an asset is held. 
The theory is that this would en- 
courage a long-term view among in- 
vestors and make it easier~for 
industty to find the money to invest- 

The proposal already appears to 
have hit the buffers. Ken Hlhering- 
ton. chairman of the CBI lax com- 
mittee and head of (ax at BAT said: 
“We suggested tapering at one 
stage but there are problems.' 1 The 
CBI is instead proposing no more 
than a broad review of COT. The 
Commission is believed to see a 
tapered CGT as problematical as 
welL and Labour is now thought to 
have gone lukewarm. 

As one tax expert said. “The Duke 
of Westminster would benefit from 
a lower rate of tax on long-term in- 
vestments, but quite of lot of peo- 
ple on the street would not. They 
often sell investments early be- 
cause they need the cash. 11 

A far more controversial change 
to be proposed by the commission 


The system is biased against investment, says one side. 
Governments should not meddle with it, says the other. 
Peter Rodgers and Roger Trapp examine the arguments 


is the reform of corporation lax it- 
self. The basic logic is similar - the 
belief that the present tax system en- 
courages companies to distribute 
profit to shareholders as dividends, 
rather than retain it for investment. 

This bias is a long standing theme 
of the IFS, perhaps the best known 
independent tax experts in the UK, 
and influential advocates of re- 
form. 

Labour has been guarded about 
its corporate tax plans, beyond 
pledging a windfall tax on privatised 
companies. Mr Blair has denied sug- 

Money kept in a 
company is in 
effect taxed at a 
higher rate 


gestions that Labour plans other tax- 
raising moves ag ains t industry. But 
he could reform corporation tax in 
a self-financing way. without adding 
to the overall burden on industry. 
This is what the Commission wants. 

Furthermore, Gordon Brown, 
the shadow chancellor, has cited 
with approval a study of the claim ed 
tax bias towards dividends which was 
started two years ago by Stephen 
DorreU, then Financial Secretary to 
the Treasury’, but blocked by City 
and industry opposition. 

In its classical form, the argument 
is about whether capital markets 
should be seen as an unfettered 
mechanism for recycling cash 
through the Gty - in the form of div- 
idends - from companies with sur- 
pluses to those in need of money for 


investment, or whether government 
should interfere with the process. 

Benedict McHugo, head of tax 
at the Association of British Insur- 
ers, spoke for many specialists when 
he said: “The tax system should be 
neutral, neither encouraging nor dis- 
couraging distribution of profits, 
which is a matter of commercial 
policy." 

However, die IFS, the cotmnis- 
sron and many academics and tax ex- 
perts think the system is not neutral, 
and discriminates against invest- 
ment- To solve this problem, the 
Commission has backed the IFS pro- 
posal for a new allowance for cor- 
porate equity (ACE). 

At present, money kept in a 
company is in effect taxed ata high- 
er rate than if it is distributed as a 
dividend. This is because if it is paid 
out as a dividend, the company pays 
advance corporation tax before dis- 
tributing iL But tax exempt in- 
vestors - especially the pension 
funds - claim a rebate of the ACT 
which is fundamentally an advance 
payment of income tax, collected by 
the company. 

The net result is to reduce the ef- 
fective rate of tax on dividends to 
below the 33 per cent corporation 
tax paid on profits that arc retained. 
One ride effect is that it is actually 
cheaper to finance investment out 
.of debt, where the interest is tax- 
deductible, rather t han equity. 

Under the ACE proposal, the tax 
bias in favour of dividends would be 
ended, by giving retained profits an 
allowance against corporation tax. 
The allowance would be based on the 
notional interest the retained mon- 
ey would earn for the company. 

The commission suggests the 
change should be phased in slowly. 


Inland Revenue taxes 


over at least 10 years, to reduce the 
cost, so eventually the profits from 
increased business investment 
would make it revenue-neutral for 
the Treasury. 

However, this change would 
have enormous repercussions. As 
Malcolm Gammie, tax partner at 
the solicitors Linklateis & Paines 
said, the ACE proposals envisage 
the end of the so called imputation 
system of taxation, which includes 
ACT 

This would cause an enormous 
row. A foretaste was given in 1993 


The strongest 
opposition to any 
tinkering comes 
from the City 


when Norman Lamont lopped the 
rate of ACT from 25 to 20 per cent, 
saving the Treasury £lbn in rebates 
to insdtutioQal investors. (This is the 
one tax rate cut that actually pro- 
duces an increase in revenue.) 

A drop in net dividends leads in- 
evitably to a drop in the valuation 
of the whole stock market. Be- 
cause pension fund income would 
be reduced by as much as£4bn -£5bn 

a year if the rebate went, many funds 
would fall into deficit on their ac- 
tuarial valuations, and companies 
would have top them up. 

John Whiting, tax partner with ac- 
countants Price Waterhouse and 
oounril member of the Chartered In- 
stitute of Taxation, argues that if an 
incoming government cuts ACT to 
10 per cent, it could fund a 10 per 
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cent basic rate of income tax with- 
out doing anything else. But he ques- 
tioned whether people were 
“attacking the symptoms rather 
than the cause". 

Nevertheless, the perception that 
dividends are bad is still wide- 
spread. Directors of many private 
companies such as Abstair Stoddart, 
chairman of Cearas & Brown, a food 
distribution business, say they do not 
wish to float because of the pressure 
that will put on them to keep share- 
holders happy rather than invest. 

However, Mark Goyder, director 
of the Centre for Tomorrow's Com- 
pany, which is seeking to promote 
sustainable growth in business, said 
“In the 1970s, business managers 
used to say they'd love to do it but 
the unions would not let them; 
now, they say they'd love to do it. 
but the City won’t let them.” 

Mr Etheringtoo. of the CBI tax 
committee, said “The CBI view is 
that companies warn a stable system. 
Unless tbere is a major reason for 
departing from the imputation sys- 
tem -whx± we don’ l see -we would 

like it to be kept" 

He would favour the ACE system 
as the best option if Britain' were 
starring from a clean sheet of paper 
and if other countries were going 
down the same route. But the only 
possible reason he could see for such: 
a fundamental change was a possi- 
ble adverse derision from the Eu- 
ropean Court of Justice, where 
Hoechst and Pirelli are alleging un- 
lawful discrimination under Euro- 
pean law. A European subsidiary of 
a LlK company does not pay ACT 
but a UK subsidiary of a European 
company does. 

The strongest opposition to any 
Labour tinkering with ACT comes 
from City institutions. Mr McHugo 
of the ABL referring to the the im- 
pact on the valuation of pension 
funds, said: “This could be a vicious 
circle for industry. Any idea of 
phasing it out over 10 years seems 
to concede that it is damaging.” 

Anne Robinson, director of the 
National Association of Pension 
Funds, disputed the claim that there 
is a link between retained-proGts and 
investment, saying: “Evidence for 
the advantages of retained profits 
is not robust. In countries like Ger- 
many it is looking rather unattrac- 
tive at the moment." She added 
“What is the compelling reason for 
changing it? When Labour actual- 
ly get into office they are going to 
find out how things work, and not 
rely on papers by the IFS." 


BZW’s American 
accent gets louder 

People & Business 


Bob Diamond continues to re- 
shape BZW’s Global Markets Di- 
vision in his image with the 
appointment of a fellow Ameri- 
can, Nell Cummins, who has 
worked for Moigan Stanley in 
London for the last 12 years. 

Mr Cummins, 42, wffl become 
the division's managing director 
and global head of sales and re- 
search. reporting directly to Mr 
Diamond. The appointment is 
“critically important in the devel- 
opment of our global markets ca- 
pability.” Mr Diamond says. 
Indeed. With Tony Smith, chief ex- 
ecutive of BZW’s sterling bond di- 
vision, due to retire at the end of 
the month, expect more senior ap- 
pointments to follow. 

Who says the Germans don’t have 
a sense of humour? Full marks to 
Siemens, the Teutonic industrial 
giant, which draped the chairs in 
its annual (JK press conference 
yesterday with beach towels. 

Jurgen Gehrels, bead of 
Siemens in the UK, says: “Our 
towels obviously did the trick. Jts 
good to see people moving to the 
front seats for once.” This was a 
reference to journalists patheti- 
cally huddling at the back of last 
year’s bash. 

Herr Gehrels added: “For my- 
self. I have never seen the Ger- 
mans on holiday putting their 
beach towels on deckchairs.” He 
obviously doesn’t spend much 
time on the Costa del Sol. 

Michael Grade, cigar-chomping 
bead of Channel Four, is a keen 
sailor and proud owner of a 64 
foot ketch. He is also chairman of 
First Leisure, which owns four 
marinas, one on Guernsey and 
the other three on the mainland. 

As luck would have it, Mr 
Grade recently sailed into one of 
these marinas. Port Solent. As he 
marched into the local office to 
pay his mooring fees, the First 
Leisure operative asked him 
which company he was with. 

“First Leisure." Mr Grade 
replied. 

At which the employee bright- 
ened and said: “You might be eli- 
gible for a discount, then.” and 
started tapping enthusiastically 
into his computer. 


Seconds later he looked ug and 
admitted: “Er, no you don t. 

Now that’s what I call commend- 
able attention to costs. 
Jean-Marie Dru, a French adver- 
tising guru, has had a little lin- 
guistic trouble with his latest 
book. Disruption, about how to 
get ahead bv upsetting conven- 
tions. Among thecompanies doing 
this is Tesco, Mr Dru enthuses. 

“Tesco has even opened wnat it 
refers to as ‘metro convenience 
stores’, which as their name 
implies, are located in commuter 
rail stations.” . . 

The name might imply it, my 
dear Jean-Marie, but Tesco met- 
ros have rien to do with the 
French “metros” or railways and 

tubes. . . 

Write out a hundred times: 
“Tesco Metros are simply smaller 
city centre stores.” 

Lord Harris has three sons and a 
daughter - so who shall inherit 
his carpet empire? Despite being 
only 54. the Carpetright boss is 
already preparing to avoid inheri- 
tance tax. Hence his sale of 
shares yesterday. But in spite of 
having three of his children in the 
business he denies that be is 
grooming a dynasty. 

Martin Harris, 27, the com- 
pany's marketing manager, was 
again wheeled out yesterday to 
make a presentation, and Lord 
Harris admits the callow youth 
“may be on the board before 
long". 

However, be added: “I think 
they've got a lot to learn and I'm 
going to be here another 10 years 
or so yet.” 

Damien McCrystaL former Daily 
Telegraph City diarist, has jacked 
in his job as press spokesman at 
UBS after just 11 months - but 
where is he going? 

“There are irons in fires,” says 
Damien mysteriously, after leav- 
ing his job on Tuesday night. T’m 
going to stay in PR. and I hope to 
say what soon. There are one or 
two unresolved issues with the 
bank which have to be resolved 
before I can say anything.” We 
wait with baited breath. 

John Willcock 
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Other Spot Rates 
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Forward rates quoted h^i to tow are « a ctecount: subtract from sp« rate 
rate quoted low to high are at a pren*m: add to spot rata 

*Do6ar rates quoted as reciprocals. 

For the latest foreign exchange rates cal 0681 123 3033. 

Cals cost 50p per minute (day rate) 45p other anas. 
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Money Market Rates 
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Our in-depth information helps you 
look closer at the financial world 


For details of FT Information's 
market leading range of services, 
call Alan Parmenter on 
+44 171 825 8704 
or email: info@ft.com 


FT 


FfP/ANCfAL TIMES 
InformaiMn 


22060 ZZATO 154 

ABC »*j 7875 145 

3881 3850 

Nom finwiGBi Aec S4X iM 

irflivu smjQ mss 253 

UtSSfCwta 17BM U8 


7FB 


rs;ii 

paoficBtenkcl 

gSSSiSf 


assssr 




034 

034 

66+9 QM 
7689 605 

7737 

zta 131 




JIJCPM1 SI 

Mean, UVH) 
Eirjflai Ori&rC 


Fno a) m Ira 


CM4 

3*7 

+M7 

£M2 

8383 

BMP 

tBJ 

Wl 

16736 

*081 

6480 

7373 

UE39 

722D 

!S9 

8357 


1E7 23“ 

art 

♦a® *+ 

2210 <0 

E? 

03B 

^ si 

0830 3d 

77*4 m 

BU +73 
17330 <73 


rfji ncanp 

fcS B iSSfl. 

■itvHUij ir 

tficcjninm 

iS«nfflnrCos 

ter" 


. fimrd 

If c o uw rena 
Sum . 

'AccumUmi 


BOSS 

6660 

<020 


109 

S26 

3150 

J1W 

noe 

IM* 

2770 

JUD 

eato 

27*2 

TO*, 

«» 

asOT 

77BC 

W 

.U50 

MU 

SM 

*6S0 


B 885 TP 
7U60 m-Ki 
8*70 50* 
3U0 0*57 

■6D* 4*57 

S5J0 0£C 
>.l/ aa 
aoi *j? 
TO* *J9 

3550 

oai 

cos 

S20 0159 

32iO a*tw 
B730 30 

era an 
teu +1 
SUO d233 
8990 tex 
8230 ajar 
2277 <nsr 

TMO 3+3 
15*5 3*3 

S20 dU* 
4820 6] 

SUB SI 



B»t 

nas 

BOSS 

»4a 


HE 

VB 


tan 

ran 

70 



522? zas* 

'4bbal mm 

Grentl 14805 

CfOtel fioc BIBO 

m™ I* 3445 

nroma Acc *195 

■ 2eoc 

yn»n tf*««4 Bend 12BD7 

M887 
3T05 


QUO 

5884 01 

m*s OX: 

8837 5» 

60*5 525 

1KS7 tBBO 

S49 000 

006* 26J 

J*a2B uin 

4B7I 000 

B7JO zn 

BIS 2T1 

««< +33 

*465 *33 



c(0f91> 


•3+omfWH Bh*K «S7 

ariibh. 
m 

PCBflto CTLIH 

»r***rl*3cr* *r, nc 

SEssffssrii?* 

iiuBUi Inin nc S2T7 

&.B 



,<lMti Inc 


B7S 


&4 BP—I iGn gificc B7B7 

*5 tm+wio Co, 91C 2BOJ7 

r» E+h 6JV1 he joaai 

Fx Era to rn tec 3T7T25 

w he t*uo 

ftama vakt 

he S7Q5 

Pff SkwTi qqu 

Sn* w,t,lnc mob 

fiaajSW>Mtete moos 

Am Bi* Cos Be mn 

Am 5*W CaiAcc mm 

55+1 

5SS5 
est r 
sm 
teas 

3731 


Lam Am Gw* acc 


+9620 

34+re 

3*372 


yaw 

Maaa 

out 

«797 

B7S7 

WJ+ 

58+5 

M997 

GO+4 

37700 

77700 

eaB7 

OOC7 

BM 

3053 

*91 


073 
ora 
29 r 

054 

05+ 

an 

001 

du& 

029 

OS 

as 

1*180 

088 

353 

25.1 

Bus 

dir 

a+r 

06S 

196 

are 

an 

aoi 

am 

re 


FT 


FINANCIAL TIMES 
Information 


FINSTAT - instant PC. access to Financial Times Statistical data. 
For further information, call Leeanne Gilliar at FT Information 
on +44 171-825-8430 or email: leeanne.gilliar@ft.com 


unq Mace (Na31** Sftonra «to 

Jar/Fab Copra (H Sftome 76000 

Mar Cotton (NY) UScart/fo W15 

Feb Wool Acera/kg 69000 

Fab Rubber* Mcani/kg 30500 

O '*** tDuo *' a: • r F W M f rinu M Mt. Aomum -wawm SouraK FT HonrahniaMm 


Eonpttoidc 

1*. E+vna - r^ir. 

liasSWwa^K.,1 

«7S 

CoCimanlic vitSB 

Cash liman Aoc COTS 

Ddta wnan 

CtKAcc ZXB3 

OkbuKimith qas* 

TTuM+BlEqMninc M95 


m* 9m CO 


Nh*m» 
PaOfcjou 
Prarnsrkc 
9m Cob 


mate 

saw 

BBOl 

29*57 

0833 

*855 

25127 

0051 

*860 

hub 

0507 

eew 


MU* 

C07B 

71357 

OOKJ 

IS57 

<7101 

9B57T 

9422 

0+27 

ZM8S 

TOC 

TRC 

saca 

200* 

ctaa 

5058 

C168 

MOBS 


0*70 

470 

<JSM 

546 

U5 

0*37 

227 

oan 


047 

000 

7S7 

0125 

050 

0858 

dim 

220 


AmMCn 

Cash 

QnaEkaajn 


036 
057 

A47 

S8? 

Ua Sri OA 
Eintiun, 

FranaHSoa 


SM 
7596 

MM 

*3® 

WHJtiptoteWi 9im 

4882 

*47 
080 
1 * 2 * 
+tUB 
*298 

-m 6681 

|®2Tlne 3BJ5 



3LB 
.—’770 
KM 

087 dS+a 

7022 121 

eai 

DOS 

•020 029 

26B6 as 
8081 023 

8201 870 

£2 069 

*1*3 

97B7 

*706 a 162 

*5 or 

mo tun 
XQ 3 QB3 




te 0 "* 

" aa. 

1UM» 

(AccmiiHa) 


tAaamu^" 1 " 


kWMdng Read. Nenridi 


5SS5SSS* 


Kean* 

LM. KidB» TVadaig 



_.Tiu3 

-,C*» 

7—— i>w 2l F^p 
■nvoMuri* Ihnl » 
Piohmadkiunia 

ISgee 

isi' 

[WIK* hcOTP 

re n? fW 

* «I *■*! he (ft 


IM 

™ - 93? 0094 

Tti50 

l[g* WaBD W»Sa 

SS w» 

g 3S a* 

SS m 

a » S 


itoy 

a 


KtSwdend 

® »t chaige Mm utt aold 

fomwty drier ’ 

«* fonna1yT*f 

x Men SB raaa^be d funfe 

8ch077i8 fartoian, naUlie I 

nxro managers trac on raquaai i 

bi oi UKTiwts and'uan- ; 

2«ftn*, f »*Bdbypertamanc0Wl» 


n Sataday oattora of fl* frKfc- 















\ypji Ljy lJ&£) 


p * TH£ IXTjPp^x. 



Secoads isfe: i- .. 
Klmhlttl: "Er. nr, v '. u T° b Pi« 
Sow Tirol's «ha: I iJ r,i 
sWe Cenl^n i,> 
taro- Marie Dru. - A c r ' 
jising gun:. has fc a j r f *. 

tutsuv trouble whh v, ls L ''■>■ 


A 



iwis O',!' 

; “T«ohj>Lvn 
dew .-. .: 1. *V 

tOK»'.'ff'r.i;r. as i:v. l "'‘' n '- r,v ; 
unpUrs, a a U.eoiri'i’n 
rail ~ ’ 

•-■■* The came rz:zr.: - lIPin i. ,. 
dear Jcaa-M:-.rL-. h-,i t; 1 
.res have .*:*■.■: j . v V a‘ M . ,,rr ^ 
■Trench “Rtetros" .. r 
TOth?V 
■ Write r.:;i 

''Texei' Nlt'.r, s - .i' 11- ' 

tiiv am-e '■■. .- .' ' ■'«* 


Lord Karri* • - r . 

•-.* LH’.b !■-. :.;j l ur. 

:= r' : : V. ;p ^A 

f antra lav nr.. -.> s ..| , i . v ‘ 
sluire- .n. r „... 

•bu-str.cvr- re e.:.-. h. . 

; .jpWTri-a •_ J.-.j*:. 

;• " Mjr;.:’ iLi: - r . r , , 

— p.tn- * j 

. Tiy air- A " 

■nai. : 

V IR'-irr.- J-r.:..- : 

Iv • : ••. 

• t.,« . " 

}-• 

<1. 

. *: * - • - . 


-c-U 


;.?$• . • ■ ■- ’• 


ftiiFiUr. Mrt.r- 


P. “ 


: • "t-.. < 




John Viillc; 


al* 


: i 

->T> '!■ 




■ f * 




SpV(“ 


m ■ v*i 





til.’*. 51 


«-• V7-. 


|£*r 

w 1 . 


THE JNDEPEN DENT ■ FRIDAY 17 JANUARY 1997 


25 


sport 


Alderbrook story a ngers Pick 

rffODDtd nnln hie dmrmal “f tmlnm Fniirt^n m.snlhc Tat. Tnr>aeiirpc ciruv* rhp nnm, 


GREG WOOD 

Ernie Pick, owner of the former 
champion hurdler Alderbrook, 
was a surprised and annoyed 
man yesterday as he digested a 
report that the stable lad who 
looked after his horse at Kim 
Bailey's yard in Lam bourn had 
twice been offered a £3.000 
bribe to stop him winning. 

The first approach was made 
to Chris Robinson before 
AMerbrook’s victory in the 1995 
Champion Hurdle, and the sec- 
ond before he was due to run 
in the MarteU Hurdle ax Ain tree 
last April. Both offers were re- 
fused. 

What was perplexing Pick, 
however, was that while Robin- 
son had told Bailey of the at- 
tempted bribery, and the trainer 
had immediately passed the in- 
formation on to both the Jock- 
ey Club’s security department 
and the local police. Pick him- 
self knew nothing of the mat- 
ter until yesterday's Racing Post 


dropped onto his doormat, “f 
couldn't believe it," he said 
yesterday, “1 thought the news- 
paper people had delivered the 
Sun by mistake.” 

Since his training bills 
amounted to more than £200 
per week. Pick believes - and 
few would disagree - that he 
should have been made aware 
of die threats to his horse's well- 
being. “Kim Bailey has made a 
serious mistake with regard to 
his communication skills,” the 
owner said. “It certainly leaves 
a ted taste. I'd like to know why, 
and Td also like to know why he 
hasn't rung me today. If l*m pay- 
ing somebody to do a job, 1 ex- 
pect them to do iL 

“You’ve got a problem with 
trainers anyway, they’re in a 
world of their own, ’and they 
don't like people asking too 
maty questions. But I'm the sort 
of person who docs ask ques- 
tions.” 

Bailey himself was unavail- 
able for comment yesterday. 
One query which the owner 
would like answered is why 



Quest for Superbet 


It is not so long since the aver- 
age racing administrator be- 
lieved that marketing was what 
the domestics did in order to re- 
stock the pantry. The arrival of 
the British Horseracing Board, 
however, was followed shortly 
afterwards by the birth of its 
Marketing department, and 
three years on, the small team 
headed by Lee Richardson is ea- 
ger to celebrate its achieve- 
ments, not least because there 
are those in racing who stub- 
bornly refuse to appreciate 
their efforts, writes Gre° Wood. 

Richardson yesterday un- 
veiled. the BHB's marketing 
strategy for the next three years, 
placing particular emphasis on 
arresting the decline in racing's 
share of the off-course be tting 
market Other projects include 
a promotional push for evening 


racing; a study involving both 
the Ibie and Ladbrokes into the 
long-awaited Lottery-style Su- 
perbet; and a report compiled 
by an anthropologist into eti- 
quette and behaviour ul the 
races. This last idea is not quite 
as frivolous as it seems - pre- 
vious studies from the same 
source have generated wide- 
spread media "exposure. 

Indeed, all output from (fie 
department is carefully costed, 
and Richardson calculates the 
£lm invested over the last three 
years has brought income of al- 
most £16m into the sport 
through new owners, racegoers 
and sponsors. He is keen to in- 
crease his budget, and con- 
vinced that the 16-1 ratio of 
return to investment can be 
maintained. The BHB should 
give him a chance to prove it. 


BaBey. Trained Alderbrook 


Robinson should suddenly de- 
cide to tell bis story now, almost 
two years after (he first at- 
tempt was made to bribe him. 

That attempt occurred short- 
ly after Alderbrook ’s victory in 
the Kingwell Hurdle at Win- 
canton, before which he had 
been supported at odds as long 
as 50-1 to win the Champion 
Hurdle and some bookies, it 
seems, were very keen that he 
should not appear at Chel- 

Jockey Club gives 
Lower a lift 

Jonothan Lower, banned from 
race riding since he was found to 
have diabetes last June, will be back 
on the track if he can prove his fit- 
ness in medical monitoring during 
the next six months. 

The Jockey Club said yesterday 
it will consider an application 
from Lower for a jockey's licence 
if doctors give the go ahead. 

Lower has continued to work for 
Martin Pipe, riding out and school- 
ing. and has taken part in race- 
course gallops at Newbury and 
Exeter. “Ir's good news and en- 
couraging,'’ he said. “1 had been 
told I would never ride again.” 

■ Woodlands Gen hire, a 100-1 
shot, caused a major upset at 
Taunton yesterday. Tbe 12-year-old 
was carrying 441b more than his 
true handicap weight and was 
winning his first race for nearly four 
years. 


teuham. Fourteen months lat- 
er, after Aldertnook's defeat by 
Collier Bay in the Champion. 
Robinson says he was again of- 
fered money, this time to ensure 
that the horse would not win at 
Aintree. It transpired, though, 
that Alderbrook could not run 
at Liverpool because of fast 
ground. 

The police were informed of 
the second approach, and an at- 
tempt made to ensnare those in- 
volved - described yesterday in 
a splendidly Victorian turn-of- 
phrase as “local ne'er-do- weDs". 
by Roger Buffham. the Jockey 
Club’s head of security. 

David Pipe, the Club’s di- 
rector of public affairs, said: “As 
far as I know, the matter is now 
dosed, which is a pity because 
we would have been very hap- 
py to get three guys m the 
dock at Reading Crown Court 
Chris Robinson acred very re- 
sponsibly. It is just a pity we did 
not get a result.’’ 

As Pipe also pointed out the 
plot did not succeed, and it is 
true that improved security 


measures since the notorious 
Doncaster dopings in 1990 
mean that it would now be 
very difficult lo nobble a horse 
at a race track, particularly on 
Grand National day. 

Skulduggery after midnight in 
the stableyard, however, is an- 
other matter, and it may well be 
that Pick has Robinson's hon- 
esty to thank for the Champi- 
on Hurdle trophy sitting on his 
manilepiece. 

It is a shame that the people 
who tried to get at Alderbrook 
were not arrested and prose- 
cuted. but one further question 
must be why it is that the Jock- 
ey Club itself seems reluctant to 
take any further action against 
the people involved. 

The Club appears well aware 
of their identities, not to men- 
tion the fact that -there are 
three of them, and if nothing 
else, could surely warn them off: 
that is, ban them from all race- 
courses. This is something 
which should give pause for 
thought not just to Ernie Pick, 
but to anyone who enjoys a bet. 


Post finds Life tough 


The s Lakes have been raised in 
tbe war for supremacy between 
the Sporting Life and the loss- 
making. Maktoum -subsidised 
RacingPosL And betting shops 
became the battle's new front 
line with yesterday's first pub- 
lication of an edition taiilor- 
made for shops, writes Ian 
Davies. 

The Life - st filing a head 
start on the Post, which intro- 
duces its own broadsheet display 
edition on Monday -yesterday 
included a new section designed 
for betting shop walls. 

David Annan, general man- 
ager of the Life, said: “We have 
gone live to get reaction so that 
any changes can be incorporat- 
ed in the next edition on Mon- 
day. The betting shop market is 
never going to be as profitable 
again, but it’s a market we can’t 


afford to lose. For years the Life 
has been constrained, in pro- 
ducing a consumer edition, by 
the need to satisfy bookmaker 
customers. 

“When we went to a second 
section last year we tried to cater 
for racegoers and bookmakers 
and fell between two stools. Now 
we have a bespoke product.” 

Michael Harris, chief execu- 
tive of the Post, said: “The Life 
has not been able to service the 
needs of bookmakers. We have 
produced something tailor- 
made for betting shops. 

“The reader needs a reader- 
friendly tabloid Post but (he 
punter and bookmaker need 
something differenL This Life 
‘spoiler’ has not faxed us- They 
have been panicked into pro- 
ducing a minor-image, which I 
would say is not nearly as good.” 


HYPERION 

1-00 Ardent Love l^OSoktat ZOO Into The Red Z30 
Home Counties 300 Lord Dorset 300 Atzulu 


GOING: Good. 

■ Undulating comp. Run-in of two hukxigs. 

■ Course is north or un*n off B6461. ADMISSION: Gobi 10 ; Paddock 
ST (OAPs S4. accompanied under- IBs frceV CAK PARK: Free. 
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6 UAPLETON (82) MrcSSmtii HO.— 





10 

6 MOUTOM DREAH pi) R Alan 110 





12 

00 SDUSSE(32)taMRMteyia9.- ...... 


-ttdcdmd- 



9 04132-5 COMMON SOWP (65) (D) J Batifr 6 10 0 MrRTbanttxi (5) 

JO -15333P Wa£TO*WC3W?(D}BMx*i@r6ia0 BSWey 

-lOdKfcrad- 

MWmun nOffiC 10s. In* ftsndap Jazftsfi 99 138, Common Sound 9S 9fr 

MMnhn&f 7®. 

BETTMG: 3-1 Katia Breeze, 4-1 Dfced Rents, 9-2 Marctnat Ifing, 5-1 Itada Doug, 
7-1 Anesa Apr, Hen Cowitin. 10-1 Thornton Gats, 12-1 Cc—mn Sound, IS 
10088 ( 1 , 25-1 tatfrtoatan 


BETTMG: 11-10 Sotot, 7-2 Jadoan Part, 4-1 Road, 7-1 DanbieJfc«.ai lAeftnrt- 
son, 12-1 J J Baboo. IB-1 Sousse, OoMe Dash, 20-1 Ottm 


3j00 


ZOO 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Nazaaro 1 11 00 1 baa been *en 4 :J77 miles by 
WTnmer fnjra C-onon Denham, Swwsei; TefiktaeiTy ( J ,00j & Fofl Of Oats 
(2.00 > hm been sent :CJ2 trifles by Ifias H Kwflhi from Locklnge, Oxford- 
shire; April Seventh (3.30) has best sou 330 trifles by J Neville from New- 
port. Gwent. 


pJOO 


EBFTKTTERSALLS NOVICE CHASE (QUAUFER) 
(CLASS E) £5000 added mares 2m 6f 110yds 

501412 SEBONG GOLD C37) (CJ J Baclty 8 11 8 — B Storey 

05640-6 ARDENT UJVE (32) D NciioWr 8 10 If) 

5050- CALL IE BACK (3SQ) MHammoil 810 1Q_. 

5 CUUAIELAKE(32)MssMIHl£n71D10.__. 

0P6FUB ESTABLISH (21jJ Doricfc 8 10 10 

0000 SAKE P0MT 001) Dianb 8 10 10 

40OPD4- 0IIIBEJ5Y(258)UsS9T<tti71D10 

343*44 IBinSBffpOtUBHIVieiBlOlD 

REEJUMPABWD Mb JSSwy 71010 

-Gdadmd- 


SCOTTISH BORDERS NATIONAL HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS B) £30000 added 4m 

yi2U3 !0SJHSG0NEf4a?7 7a»llllU OFSiao 

1/11F13 ST MEUJ 0 N FAIRWAY (41) D Ptencfcnr 6 10 9 AMa 0 *e 

P0F0-11 MID TIERED (55) Ms M RMtey 13 108 PNhc* 

25/PU-P WHAXT FEITLE (561 (Cl G Ridndsl2 105 A Dobbin 

1F114-F NAZZAR0 (tl) W Tiro 8 10 0 JtThonXgsB 

03111-3 RJLLOFOAIS(43j UsHtingllllOO BRrtua 

UU3-P26 CBJDH BUT (48) (C) MrsJ Cooddow 11 100 ASSodtb 

32U-U2 AS!MGS(HQ(32) JRaGsald9100 PCwteny 

Ollf-51 SEVBi TOWERS (46) (Q Mb M Raeley 8 10 0 BStaey 

-BMMM 

01 


-RGnritty 

-ASSatti 


-MC Storey 


BETIMB: M Sattdnc Gold, Aideut La*. 7-2 TaBefaeny, 0-1 CaBaao laha. 
12-1 0M Betsy, CaB Me Black, 20-1 otban 


130 


GLASSEDM SCOTTISH HURDLE (CLASS Q 
£5^000 added 4YD 2m 110yds 


141321 RQSSa(U5A)(2U<D)PMDrK«hU9 —A Dobbin 

211 S0UMJ (USA) ( 68 Q DNcfxfccrll? Dl 

136 DOUBLE DASH (44) D Molten 11 5 DJI 

5213 JACKSON PARK (32) WTEasOty 115 

0 CRT BABY (SZ) A Wrian.110 


-STWorW 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 1-11312 M 0 *fT-SWP (46) Ms S SnsT 8100. 

11 831502-1 POE GDI (Z7) (C) (Di M Hantnond 10 10 0. 

12 O06ER) GR3NHB1 RAPHES (39) Mbs Luanda V Russes 11 1 P 0 .JA Foster V 

13 2/12-360 SHJE OF HLL (51) (C) B 12 10 0 6Im(3) 

-UAnM- 

MWwan netfc lOn. ma ftarttev n>#as:fiR Of Oas 9a SB. CaStfi Boy 90.901. 
Assri^s Gla Da Se%en Taam 9a fffl. Morf SUo 9sj ftrwi On 9s 2C. GrmYiffl Rat- 
ties Ba L3lt SMeOtHB 7a Sfa 

BETTMG: 4-1 into Tbe Stod, 8-2 U> Streeone, S-l St Meffior FMntay, B-l Sever 
Towers, 7-1 Wbnat TefUe, 8-1 Aedogs, Firi Of Oats, 10-1 Nazzare. 12-1 Mony- 
Skte. PM 6 ta, 20-1 Cdkte Boy, 33-1 GreariB RriBas. Sbk Of W 


> on | ™ DOOOY MOREBATTLE UMOED HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS B) £7JOOO added 2m 110yds 

&51-3F4 H0MEC0U«nE5(49(Q(D)DAMri8117 DJ Mortal V 

32-4U5 DIRECT ROUTE (41) (O (D) J H lomsai 6 10 12 PCatbony 

151-364 MARCHANT IMG (27) (D) M Hammond 5 10 B RGanrtty 

13002 HM1A BRSE (84) (D)D Nicholson 5 108 AMb 0 *b 

3111IT-5 WDE DOUG (45) (O^ Ifr? M ItohKy 6106 FMwn 

0-F4RJ5 THORNTON GAJE (34) (QTEasaty 8 104 M 

015012- ARAGON AYR (339) (CD) P Ub«® 9 10 0 Al 

04/-0604 JAZttAHffS9(32J(P)RA#an910a Dl 


ANDREW HAMUON &ca RUT1CRFDRD HAND- 
ICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £8^00 added 2m If 

02/204-4 SYBtlM g7) J finfiaaM 11 12 0— — PCarbeny 

U123-3? LORD D0RCET (41) i Oason 7 U 12 ADobbta 

34125-4 UfEEMVER(41)(CU)GUocn>BU4 J 


Mtesnn l&t. Tne tondfcao ae^C: (he For Ih« ftx 99 13b. LYcfe Bert %> 6 Sl 

BETTWS: U4 Lort Doreri. 3-1 Yfaa Brer, 7-2 SyWBn, 6-1 Rcffl Rcrapcr. 12-1 
One For Tho Pot, J0-I Itodo Bwt 


2-31133 REGAL ROMPER (45) (D) Me SSmfll 9 10 S RfctadGua* 

552-644 ONE FOR THE POT (38) (BP) Ms A Naupton 12 100 MRtoter 

534-512 UNCLE BB?T (44) Ms. Lonoa V Ruari / ID 0 __ATbotntai 

-B 


EBF ‘NIT NOVICE HURDLE (QUALIFIER) (CLASS 
E) £3^00 added 2m 2f 
3/112-21 AL2DU1 (27) J ficGeraB 6 11 10 PCartnry 


330 


0000 

BOMS BROOK (17) RAtai 6 110- . 

— SMataem 

CO50 SEAT GAtt£ (273) D Motet 6 UO.. — 

J) J Martstl 

- T Read 

000 

OOMF 

002 

025 

11 

560000 

65 



MAKE A BUCK B9) L liing? 7 11 0 

Sb 

MY7MC4L APPROACH (34) Dffefotal 7 110 

NORDIC TOMCE (422) TT* 6 110- 

—AteWta 

RGwAty 

HEVYBJ (34) T EaETEftJV 5 11 0 

_ -CFStat 

OP- SOtSQumt (335 JBSCtoy 6 110 

AThoroton 

50 

025-4 

SWMY 1 BIH (46) P MorMT. 6 11 0... 

A Drita 



0000 

OUCML GRL (207) 0 Alder 5 10 9- 
MYMAvou«miiAssaHa)m»5i09 

KJofamn 

N Foster 


-19 


BEITIN 8 : 011 Atoda, 100-30 MyttM Approach, 7-1 Nonfie Knee, 6-1 RenR. 
12-1 Ifcrialfan, 16-1 The Shwnre Legend, 20-1 Aprt Saveotb, JwMms Horen. 
Smy Laflh, S-l Otbera 


RACING RESULTS 


LJNGFfELD 

130: JL ZACAJWON © 12-1; 2- 

9 - 1 ; 3. ooZtoin 9-2- 13 ran- 
100-30 twCsrols AAare. stt-hd. 1V». (J FBttft- 
Heyesl. Tote: £1530; £4D0. £4.90. £2.70. 
OF. £87.40. CSft £1133a TnCtiSC <525.79. 
Tno: £201.50. 

2 . 00 : 1 . SOAKING (DR McCabe) 2 - 1 ; Z 
Afitos 5-1; 3. Our Standee 20-1. U- ran. 6>4 
lar Second Coloure. 4, IV*. (P ftagsynd). TWae 
£2.70: £U0. £150, £3.5a DR £830. CSft 
£30.76. Tno: £23.00. 

230: X. HATTAAFEH (S Santtes) 5-2; 2 . 

Wottaabambto* 9-4 fav: 3. Supreme Star 

10-3. IOiwl y«, r*. (M* 8 B Sanders). Tote: 
£330; £150, £2.00, £220. DF: £3J0. CSft 
£739. Tncast £42.44. Trio: £730. 

3 JD 0 : 1. MBUDRS (S Drtana) 9-2; 2 . The 
bmtltuto Boy 6 - 1 ; 3 . Rode TO The Tap 10-1. 

10 ih. 100-30 far Son Imp. 1, V.. (M 
Heaton-EBE). Tote: £4.50; £130, £2.60, 
£2.70. DF: £l&ia CSF: £2930. TnCBSC 
£24331. Tno: £11030. 

n are- 1 . DANCES WITH HOOVES (1 

Vitae) 133 tow 2. NeMial 9-tJLRaw^ 

TTimirian • “ — •* * m ffwwn nrwh)- 
MkQJO; 030. £2-90. DF: 

£14.00. CSF: £15.07. Tno: £ 8.40. 

430: 1. SEA DAN 2 M (P Hanteon) 5-1, 
2 . BtaMent 3-1 fw 3. lantataire 
20 - 1. 11 ten. hd, 'A. U Tote £ 6 ^ 

£3-20. £1-50. £4.80. Oft C7 ^ S ^ F - 
£1839. Tricasc £300.02. 

Jackpot: Not won. Pod of £3.778-1 ear- 
ned forward to templon lomWTW. 
Ptncepot: £133.50. Qw»dpot £lX20. 
Race ft £57.03. PWM S £17.59. 

LUDLOW 

lift 3. PHBW BRAnHWAITE 
8-1; 2. RtEwBhn 5-4 tow 

11 ten. 3. WHS P WM?- ]*%**£. 
£150, £3.10, £3.70. DF: £5.00. CSF. 
£1630. Tna£8-40. NR: NogeCn l o u B. 

140: J- FASTINI GOLD (M A RMM 
4-Iiftotr: 2. AS tot 

tMeStor 6 -L 10 ran. 4-1 n UMejW; 
»n (5th). IV,. nh. (M 
£1.40, -£4.30, £330. DF: fiSJO.®; 
£54.40. Tncsst £31134. Tno: £99.80. NR: 

2 Jft LBWBWLWNmfiE 

7-2: 2 . ftertme* Coume S- J; a Oerfc Ojk 

16-1. 8 tato 13-8 tov Ood Spw* Tw L‘“"’ 
lxU«L iWsGVWtama.Totefi&OO;^'™. 
£130, 0,20, DF: £7.70. CSF;C 0 .».Tn- 
c&st £22652. Tno: £4050. Mt Pant Un -_ 


Y1HE !NIffiPENI®NT 

RACING SERVJCts 

0E91 261 + 

lRESBLTy 







24a3-NORIHHWSMOeT(TD35C0mbe) 
16-1; 2. Bold Acre 14 1 ; 3. Lobeter Cot- 
tage 13-2. 10 ten. 7-2 tow Holy Wanderer 
(aw. 3V>. 5. (R HodpBl. Tote £20.80; 
£2.70, £130. £2^40. DF: £48.00. CSF: 
£183.08. Tncastr £1371.05. Tno: £91.70. 

300: 1. GUNMAKBR (N WMamaon) 5-1; 
2 . Bktodtoy Houea 25-1; 3. Fkst Cnacfc 10-1 
linn. 9-2 jiftwGEveaoRufo. RareSoread. 
IV*. ly*. (B Uowe«yn). Tote £430; £230. 
£3.90, £130. OF: £19140. CSF: £10538. 
Trtcasc £1096.16. Tno: £138.70 (£33.46 
jo Kemptcn 2.40 today). NR: Queen's Aewad. 

3^Mh 1- INCH EMPEROR CT J 
11-2; 2. Jo«y Boat 11-8 tew S. Aeotai 66-1 
7 ran. 3. 20. (A Carom. Tote £8.50: £2.10. 
£130. DF: £9.80. CSF: £11.18. 

4^ft 1 MOUNTAIN STORM (T HSEgarf 
4-1; 2 . SMbang 7-4 toic 3. Jim’s dues* 6-1 
12 ran. 6 . 2. (N Herderson, Lamboun). Tote 
C7M-, £230. £140. £2-70 DF: E 6 JD. CSF: 
£12.13. NR Wetei Asset. Trkr £44.60. 
Ptncepot: £43530. Quwfoot £257.10. 
Place ft £303.44. Place 6 : £239.45. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Chacfielgh Lane 
(Southwell 1-50) 

NB: Nazzaro 
(Kelso 200) 

TAUNTON 

120 : 1 . 2 MGIBAR (Mchaei Brercen) 8-1 
2 . Bmflngton Sam 9-i 3. Beor Be TM 9-2. 
6 ran. 7 -A fev Nortbc Breeze (unseated nd 
V), 2-t>, 16. U Bradley). Tote £7.40; 
£3.10, £190. DF. £16.00. CSft £37.45. 

1.50: 1 SAM ROCKETT 15 Ryan) 16-1; 
2 . ONMn 4-6 far; 3. PeuRon 10-1 12 ran. 
9.8. (P Mooney, lento). Tote £1860: £230. 
£140. £160. Oft £1180. CSF: £2739. Tno: 
E7CX20. NR: Benterosam. II Tragtawre. 

230: 1 WOODLANDS BEN HIRE 1C 
Uamflyn) 10 O 1 2 . Evanerfca 11-4 JL taw : 
anwenDrepS-llOrae-H-AJiteBates- 
lan (5th). 2th 1 V»- IPWo^afo. PMtoLTrie: 
£97.00: £10.70, £110. £2-40. OF: £93.70. 
CSF: £34451 Tncasc CL562.02. Tno: 
£124.20 (£12-25 to Kempton i40 tOflarf. 

230 : 1 SPRING GALE U Ostwme/ 6-5 
tor. 2. Edgcmeor Prince 2-1 3. Waatter 
Wta 121 13 1*1. 2, 3- (0 Sherwood, Up^ 
per Lairttwum). Tote: £2. (W ;£1 30 , £150. 
rp.M . DF: £2.20. CSft £4.10. Tn« £2L9a 

OJ/^ WCKETT t GTPTOEy) 
M l; 2 . The Mine Captain 2-U 3- Wbrow 
13-2 6 ran. 6-4 lav Bridepark Rise i5th). 

17 fc Wan)- Tote £15^0; 
a.W.CfiB» CSF: £4137. NR Jfnl 

FfB 3 'Bre 1 UTTLE SHEFPORD <1 Lawrence! 

20 -t 1 5o«" 

13 ran- 13-8 tot Ultmata Smoothie 
?MML£*«»).Tote£42iO: 
SK £13430. CSF: 
£4.149.44 Tno: £JS3.00; 
SSSSSipm 2.40 today). Nit Ho- 

^I 5 fl I£ KHOCWF U OstxxmUOO^; 

^jss-sssssp 


SOUTHWELL 




2L20 


HYPERION 

12-45 RoU Again UjS Pet Express 1^0 
Chadtei^i Lane 2^0 Soaked 250 Pleasure Wok 
3 2D Mad MBitant 3-55 CHINA CASTLE (nap) 


GOING: Stdndairi. 

STALLS: lnsnto. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ FTbresand nurfacc; left-hand sharp, oval coarse. 

■ C«un*is3oiSE of town and -1m Wrf Newark. Roflemon Junc- 
tion afetira course. ADMISSION: Hub 112; TanenaUs S 6 lOAP 
members of course** Diamond Chib S4, accompanied under-) 6 s 
free). CAB PARK: Fh*. 


OYSTER MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS F) £3,300 added 7f 

000340 OUR ROBERT (340) J FdaleraH 5 9 0 NKAmsdyB 

060406 SCMXH) (7) D ClDoman 4'9 0 ACrin3 

030040 TRULY BAY (45) T Baron 4 90 DKanta.4 

fro KU£P0PSa(B)AMMbnl489 DhIMmI 

5(00*6 UNSPOKEN PRAYER (120 J AmoW 4 3 9 S Sorter* 2 B 

-5 


BETTING: 8-4 Soafead, 2 Om Robot, 7-2 Unapoicu Prajw, 9-2 TnAy Bay, 

201 XriapapMe 


535 


WHALE HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4>500 
added If 




BUNK&BSD PIRSrr TIME: Dnapoken Praywr i220), Maxmbar 
(2.60) A S Jim 13.20). 

WINNERS IN TECE LAST SEVEN DAIS: Anita's Cootena lHAOl 
non mSouibwcfl on Friday; Chadlrlgb Lane (1.50) won at Somb- 
vfd) on Monday: China Castle (8.65) won ai SoutintcU cm Mon- 
itij: *)nlifm nnrtrrr (*? r iFi) Tim in lt, - J — 1 — i — r — nj ~*— ifri' 
LONG O STANCE RUNNERS: BoD Again (12.45) rent 2) 1 miles 
by M Prpe from Nicholaahayiie, Ewrron. 


4 0 4C| LEVY STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) £1,500 added 2m 


6-15 SIDE ON (7) ©) ®F)P bars 7 11 U 
5 ABYSS (7B) N LflDrwJer 5 11 4 


TO 


0 HOtXHMt BKY (B4) t Ytiwlrg&n 5 114 CR* >(7) 

000 HU») (27) G Cnaris- Jcnes 6 11 4 llr A Chetea-Jooes 

RED0ASSSHCtar6U4 ltrH0tow(7) 

R0U.A&AM M Ppe 7 11 4 GSbppto(7) 

sraOPWE Bob Jobs 6114 NUaan 

•21- STOEDE CROWS (629) J RcCenM 7 11 4 Wtean 

Off- lHEKH0MQA{S57)Mrs ASMr±anfc7 11 4 JSbpflto 

OUt CAROL iRsrtes 5 1013 V&nMi 

GET STAR (USA) C Mjrr^r 4 106 OPaars 


1 02020? AMESOME VOfTWE (tX? M Oiaorran 7 10 OS Ooene 12 

2 352020 KMGGHF BOY (14) (C) (D) (BF) M Ryan 89 12 -AQaih S V 

3 1434-14 LBGH CROFTER (7) TO9 P Dirtel 8 9 10—R Pflfham 11 B 

4 3203-53 BOU) AfBSTOCR«r (4) EQ R itrinmeafl 6 9 4 J lynch TO * 

5 026364 MANABARTO MM9ase5 32 T G McLao^te 3 B 

6 620000 DAWAUB (7) TO (0) 0 Hat ® 1 toes 791 — LChanOCklA 

7 5255-51 JHUSCONIES5A(7)TOTOBPttoE590t6e)-rS|ptoc9 

8 000000 KAP01HW STAR (220) S Bame 5 8 12S D WBaea 13 B 

9 200401- KUBMTS MAZDA C20) TO JHjre 6 B& RLtaUO 

10 04030-1 naSUEBaaCLOCT Dan Ehs 686 |E64 JRnariarflB 

13 510006 CHSRRJL S100M (7) TO 0 Stew 6 7 13 Nitaaedy 2 

12 0602-30 CRMGEB0V(7)NB)O<«7 712 lBnu<M(7)8B 

13 00000-5 GRSN GOUBfliY (11) R Borer 6 T 10 FMntanlBE 

14 000060 KAIOSTlUt (7) S Canoan 7 7 10 PFeaseytS) 7 

-lAdedared- 

Mntrrun ne^ar IOsl True ftaaaap bs^icl- Greorr Gdfftty 7a J». to 
josarGaBto. 

BETTMG: 7-2 Plaaan'Mck, 9*2 Mrine 1 ! Mazda, 6-1 ldghCranar, 7-1 
AnMaFs Caotaaaa, 8-1 Awaecane Veatara, 10-1 Nngete Bay, Bohl Axis- 
foori, EU Ctolde Bay, Hambw, 201 Orata, Cheoftfl Gmaa. IteMlaon 
Star. 25-1 Green ScflgWy.Bfri Kajotor 


SM BOSTON RUIoatOEe 5 106. 
-12 declared - 


3-20 


LOBSTER SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
£3000 added lm 3f 


BEnwa 7-4 Stete On, M Stone Tba Crow, 5-1 W Agon, 101 SB Star, 
RuMiMk, 14-llbe Kbateoa, 201 » Boatnn, Rad OatMa, 2 S -1 etes 


1 1g j SHARK HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4400 


added 3 Y 0 Bf 


1 152150 CONTRAYHE (80) TO J Berry 9 7 

2 200005 JACK SMS tU)D Shaw 9 7 CTtoe»(3) 4B 

3 446060 {EI0HYARD5Pe«LTORH(*riie9d93 Fljndi(a)2 

4 4306-3 TREASUE TUJCH (U) G MCOB 93 Aftfcta7 

5 312345 SHAH>RSUH(14)|n$Mf*n90_ MBMnl(3)5 

6 560006 mR08 FOUR SPORT (15) M Johnszxi83 — TWMamaB 

7 0001 JET EXPRESS (14) (Q P Hasferi 8 1._— ..-L Chamoch 3 

-7 declared - 

BEITWft 7-4 PM BqirtM, 7-3 sump Balure, 41 Ttoam TouA ftl 
Centra**, 81HeoTO*da Paeri. 13-lltoorFteSport, 1M Jack Say* 

HALHJT APPRENTICE CLADWG STAKES 
■^i (CLASS G) £3(000 added lih 

000000 IESPOBrMTODMti»ts495_- — ISUMQU 
000005 RAIBQiainERfl6){Cq0Mtfrfc595JfraaM(3)ll 
4041-61 CHADiaOl UIE (4) (CO) R Mrrinstaad 5 8 100 &Ote 5 
01 OC 0 O OBBANGBANG{ie(QJBrey488 PRotartal 


1 0 A S W (B) 0 ONefl 69 2 VStettoryBB 

2 20004-5 CAU)SlKMG(lGTOfBF)JE)re692 RUrotallB 

3 0CS34-2 PORZAH (14) (C) J OTJefl 592 JQteoB 

4 446233 fctADirefrWT(2D)((TO ASffeaer392 T^a*a2 

5 0002-26 SOUX£RCOVF(B) kterbnM^de7S2 — D8weser(5]5 

6 1564-20 SPBCBtSRBeSETOnmNTrMBr892JGBanlael7B 

7 OOOQOff- DOB£VMMGE(459)MOaprTai4813JtaMtandiC04 

8 435600 S0NMmVUA(U^TOKV««mB&8U.AMcCtoftyTO3 

9 6 HWLESTOCIEAIH (113) M D«fe 488 ACM9 


(7]MsP9yd88- 


10 405000 

11 556004 SHANOOfU(4)TOtaNttaeaUey4 88_CTta0KTOl0 

-Udactond- 

BBTWG: 7-4 Mad HfltaBt, 3-i Cdder Kk«. 01 fcrealr, M SpMfiehl 
iteuro. U-L 8 oMcr One, 101 ShsaoBR, 201 Soanr VBa, Hart 0 
MOM HeatA 33-1 ottiore 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 000046- APPEAL AGAIN (2G3)0&RM 4 8 4— XStxdftJB 

6 000060 BUDOYSffiBfl)C190)(CD)RYIfeTO984^GMM»TO3 

7 000330 SAMWOORDEMM(4^(CD)SQtaBVlgl084— AHyl3 

8 200000 ECCfflraCDMHa(«»*M¥482. Ptosajfl 

8 440003 SUffTMAKOT WMMrede581— DDreinayTOBB 

10 000000 BRramAHK13(14MOecnaiE713»Jta«tedt(3)7 

11 000000 L4DYHlAr(l«KWieweJ713 AteCarto'TO^B 

12 0 NAKIGARW [ 8 ^ D EDthal 4 7 13 CCod»R4 

13 040CM S0N»MARCWJfiBGa3«4 7i3 RBdtariTO9 

-33decMred- 

BETTHKc 04 CteUgb lane, WRaaiho Wattar, 11-2 CantomDra 
lm, 7-1 towt Mria, 101 La Sport. 101 ChBaoRBanG, 1S-1 Emote 
Dancer. Baddy's ftted, 201 Appeal fi&ku 25-1 ottera 


355 


OCTOPUS HANDICAP (CLASS $ £4400 
added lm 4f 

004011 CHRACASTl£(4) n PHaaam4105(5e().-5Drc»«»l 
013-tll GOLDEN HADBR (2) (Q TOM Rjal 6910(5«) 9 

055000 CALBOULA (14) D Martey 4 9 2 Carter 6 

J( Aeaoedy 5 8 

GBMM4 


5240&4 PHUG5T (13) (CO) J Heftrtan 591 
634052 SEA GOD (H TO M Chapman 6 8 12. 

0002-05 CAfiOLAGAMHHOT NBWOC587 JBraaW(7)3 

00600 0UAUTA»PHDE(512) JBaDEtrtey582 JlCrtkS 

10230? »OTH0eDOMGm9(CTO(BftWtes>n8712_l(|^8 

040054 MUSTANS (^CTticrnasn 4 710 LChamod? 

-Bdedared- 

BEITMG; 110 CftoB Catte, M Goldan Hadeer, 13-2 KotNagDotni 
frl Sea God, mPttWaL 101 Catenate, 16-1 AtoMar* 201 Carol 
ABHo, 33-1 QuMtato Pride 


KEMPTON 


140 Captmn Jade 
2J0 Super Tactics 
240 Mr Wild (nM 


HYPERION 

3JO Philip's Woody 
340 Sharpfcal 
340 Tim 


GOING: Good to bn. 

■ Right -hard CDurec. PracteaDy Dai- Run-in of UOOjnL 

■ Cuurw fi on .5308 to Stoibuty. (BoHDfi Day oriy: Bur link from Rlchmmd IJnder- 
ffound ruiion.) Kempton Park railway Nation cuboin* enurae. ADMISSION: CTnl. A Tto- 

10 (10 io iVjrarHjJrfcJS),' Star RmgS5. Accompanied children under, lo fm-. 
CAK PARK: Mctnbcts SJ: remainder, free. 


SIS 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: M Pipe - 12 winner, from i!i ninnifti al 
a radn of 20.3** ulwntj a return to a 5 1 level suite of +S 12. ID; N Bender-eon - 12 



■ LEADING JOCEEISt 4 (teborne-27winiun>. 11 1 -t-SJI.l-.J: R Dun- 

woody - 21 winners, 10 !) hdua, lfl.3%. -S3S.27: A Maffniie - 18 wuuuis, 8 -| rule. 
ai-Wk -48.08; MFilx*erald-l» winners, IM rides, 19.1%,-lllgi; N W OUainao n- 
13 wiJUK-p^ CJ ndi», +i LJ7 A P McCoy — 8 <nnnns. -Hindis. 1 7.-l'h j; 
BLINKERED FTBST TIME: None 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None 
LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS: Blatonjl Miracle i J.4D) new. I*i mlltw by Mm R ||i-n- 
der*on from Fully Gale. bcMnr. Qnality (1.4(1) scni 155 mile* I* P llontei frum BU- 
bnx*. SomoM; Captain Jade ( I.IOl, Darapdan (3.41)1 41 Dtwnli Dancer t-l.iOi 
sent 153 miles by M Pipe from NtehtoashayrK*, Ifown; UUleGonneri4.ini sew |:.IC 
mile* lb' R Pnci-from Lcmnimtor, Herefordshire and Woreescfshlrv: Olympian i ) i o> 
sent 101 miles by J NevtIU- Irani Newpon, Gwent: Nordanee Prince <3.101 vni I'.'n 
nu)e> by Mis Gay Kdiewny from Whiu-ombc, Dorset: Destn Dove |3.]0) mtoi 11 J 
mite!, by Sunan Earle from Mappowritr, Dorset. 


1.40 


CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS' NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £%500 added 3m 110yds Penalty Value £ 2^80 

02P CAPTUh JACK (31) ^F) (CJse PSn«n) M ftpe 7 11 il . 

202323 WMSIEAD (BtD (41) H H Ountievl J ienMrs 5 10 E NTEmnE) B 

3GL31-P LDOEStONH LAD (BtE) (97] fMr; P L Wea«l R Ddan 7 100 XAfasumEl 

03fFFQ- CARDINAL G«n£PREMG29)iRAtecnRAta 7 100 Puri fy 


P604O5 BLAZWGMBACLE (30) (MriRGHeroeratU MsR Herrtevn 5 10 0 D Saber 

-Sdectarad- 

Meihwn ix&t: 103. True barricap *a^ts: LMesune Lad 9a 70. Carded Gayle 99 4 to. BUaang 
Atoacfe 9 sr 3 L 

BETTW 6 : 11-8 Capttoa Jack, 2*1 Mnatead, 5-1 Lodestoae lad, 01 CanRui Gayle, 12-1 Bai- 

1®6: Py Gian) 9 9 13 Mann Smith 25-1 |N M Battoagei 10 ran 

FORM GUIDE. 

CAPTAIN JACK was a decent st a y in g hanckapper on toe Flat as a four-year ^ old and wui 
rex gel a better opportunity than ires, over hureflas. Ttwce bunkered m three aoempts ever 
umber. Captain Jarir’s best effort vas without the head 0 aar, as be » today. wt#n tun- 
nertto to Kihwtgjon a VUincarxon r2m60- He has to put a msappomong run at Folke- 
stone last time behind him and hardy appeals as a sound bet, but it he is to show some 
return on a so-figure purcnase pnoe it hes to be hare. Wanstead ran very wel owr Sattw'; 
soft two miles last ume out when thud behind Aenon and Hay Dance, as he tu when 
narmriy held by A/iaalni ouer two mfles hare m October. If he gets the trip he'd have to 
be a big danger at the weights, but ne cMtfo'i do as well when a weli-beaien item mer two 
and a had miles to Plumpton and he. neck second to Rosahak at Waiwtck i2m3fl hasn't 
nwfced oul Lodestone Lad was (nushed alter wirinng over forces to Fjkemam ejrty 
on last season and was pulled up and dismounted at Worcester on tes return a year lar 
er. It’s d>Hic-Ji to have any confidence m him. Selection: CAPTAIN JACK 


240 


EASTER HBK) HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS O £6^00 added 
2m Penalty Value £4463 

2P16-SP safOHELBETRUITl (RE) (55) (Geianl bod) Ms Sisn 6 12 C CBrarioy 

121141 SUPER TACnCS (BE) (28) (CD) <H V P&yi R Aher 9 11 L2 PHedey(3) 

U/U-1F1 FBC HARVEST (35) [Dl A Stolpy-f^eso J Speemg 11 113 TlMwpby 

4U4424 BAUXMRSM (32) fGKi^bylRDldoill 105 N 

UU-32F ARMAU (51) (D) (Ms C Huusun) J ffttord 12 10 3 

31212P SCOTTISH BAMBI ( 1 ) TO TO) (WlAam 1X4)^ P Webber 9 100 . 

411F-22 DEAR DO (43) (M (ClEdvadsi N Henferson 10 100 , 


..J-Aspe* (3) 


.JfARbgeraU 


PIA'-OU COUNT BARACHOtS (USA) (2S) (D) (Ms £ H rteah) Mrs £ Heebl 9 10 1 ) B 

-8 derived - 

ACntown *&&*: IOsl True nanocap uti&fs: Dear Do 9S 120 . Count Barachob 9a 91b- 
HETTMft 9-4 ftaeftetieB, 01 Rna HareesL 01 Dear Do, 112 Annaia, 7-lSenor Q Betru- 
tl. 01 BMy Pweon, 101 Scottbh BartA. 33-1 Cooet Bvndta 
1996: tene Wtvft Ittoa Ml 9 j Raitoi 04 (R T PteBps) 8 tat 
FORM GUIDE 

At best Senor B BetnrtM could eaahr outclass (his field but n both outings this season 

he has been way bdowhte smart form of last year, when he won three good races (made 

al eech nmei. With H no Harvest «t the field tie is urtikefy to be able to dominate. Fine 
Harvest has come bach In fine form ires season and won for the second time when mak- 
ing al to beat BaDy Panon by fota tenths at Warwick at the end of November. He dri 
that deforis twice sipping and should confirm the form on 9b worse terms on bus more 
suitable right-hand oouse. but SUPER TACTICS has gone from strength to strength the 
season and 1114 - stiff be ahead at the hantfcapper. Super Tacbcs's three wins tfns sea- 
son include towering the course record for this twtunie here In October, and he bounced 
back after bang outclassed behind Trying A^in over nra and a half mles here m No- 
vember to deal with Mister Oddy in style at Newbuiy. S election: SUPER TACTICS 


2.40 


WALTON HURDLE (CLASS B) £9000 added 4YD 2m 
Penalty Value £6^48 

11 FARDJUWI (USA)(36)TO(P8tBrWe^rdl MsAPena :112 C 

1 ' " 

0 
3 
55 


■RSALLOWED (RE) (35) (AHon In Mnd ftnneohp 161) Mes H kngi 11 1 _ J F IRtey 

BAtthWCK (Z7) (Mo Lestey Granarri) N Graham 10 10 N 

BARANOV PE)(3Q {Mrs Stoan Nash) DMurtySmifl 10 10 I 

BRAWON MAGIC (35) (R P B Mctaeisml l BricUtg 10 10 

BRECON (Da Fur Wries Partneretfo) W Me 10 10 

BRRUWREDftteMJGeO 86 -PHs^l 0 in 


— SBradey 
JRKairangh 
— HHkMrds 


MACK RDL£ P 6 ) (M J FogEDril J JenMts 10 10 . 
W HACRSt <BB bens: G Ttener 10 10. 


-JRaitoo 


...B 


UF WtmD(USA)(34)(Bft(ADSpn£iRAleteialO10. 

QIIAIIIY (Bt£) o B DQrral P Hook 10 10 - - - 

SCA3HBMW (N^ SnsdBJ K Butte 10 10 . 


-A P McCoy 


.ALoraacfi 


-J Osborn 


6 SEATTLE ALLEY (USA) (Gl)(L&PP 3 nneisnp)P Webber 10 10 

3 SUMMBISPHL{49) WR(WV4MsESft4ineuNHsndason 10 10 _M AFrtgatod 

0 SAUCY DANCER (32) iGSTudaJ luck 10 5 SMcNoM 

SULAWESI (RE) (Jack Joseph) N TmaoreCotelO 5 X Uat *%■ 

-16 derived - 

BETTMG: 9-4 Far Daw. 100-30 Summer Sped. 7-2 »> WPd, M Dteiriaeod. 12-1 B— nov. toto- 
By. 201 tandon Stage. BriMant Red, 25-1 SteUe AMy, Sriaeed, 33-1 Brecon, 501 eOtm 
1996: Zated 4 10 10 A Magoe 11-1 (0 NtfKflson) 11 tan 
FORM MODE 

FAR DAWN, rated nfenor to qute a lew of these on the Rat, has a ready shorn the big 
difference etgrt of hutdes can make and s unbeaten m tun atttmqts Mr trtiber. 
Having beaten IS others in a nin-of-the-irea event al Windsor, he defeated Fitzwttoam 
(beaten at Ludow yesterday) and Baranov in HnpressM style at Sandmwi. It wfl take 
some decent 10 tower Ira colours. Disallowed has tahen to hurtling and made a tot to 
the renting to win gong away at Cheltenham. Brandon Mage was one of the 11 she 
left bobbing m her wake and she toots a usehl recruit with scope, but there's no ques- 
tion she faces a much softer task here. Sumer Spefl was a decent sort on the Hat and 
earned 3 tot of confidence on ns hurdling when third behind White Sea and Shooting 
Ugfn in what tooted an above average event al Newbuiy In Nwember. HeU come on a 
lot tor the openence and wfil MAn tes snare. Mr WIcTs chance is not so obwous from he 
figures, having faffed to complete tr. both ha starts. He may well, however, have beaten 
previous winner Serena at Urglieid last month A he hadn't fallen just as he had Jctned 
me warier at me second tasL So le cHrer FAR DAWN 


3JL0 


HAN WORTH HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £7000 added 
3m Penalty Value £5006 


L12F-5P DOOM DOVE (Z7) (Dona Ugnrg Systems) SmonEate 10 U 11 C 

2111-24 GREVSMOTO(SaTO(BB<ta)D£^MnHKn&«7113 IFTWay 

23-1222 PHHJP^ WOODY (37) 01 G W*aj N HEJidttOTi 9 10 3 — IR 

13212-4 l£ MEXLEfREJ (57) (BFJiNlMtolri) K Bute 8 IDO.. 


OfTHfy- ROSEKMB(262)TO(*tericeERrioilteSEe>effK101O0 LAspelTO 

-5dedmd- 

Mrimum metric 10sL True handicap «e#itr Rose fftg 8 st Tto. 

BETTH& 94 Desire Dove. 5-2 Grey Sreoto, lL-4 Pfiftfs Woody, 7-2 Le Meria, 33-1 Rose Mag 
1995: Taureen Pwwe 13 10 7 J CuBoty 01 (Mss H C Kngtt 5 ran 
FORM GUDE 

GREV SMOKE was a preeessve young horns owr fences lost season, something fie more 
than confirmed on Ns apering outing this term when running a finer Inchcailtoch tree 6 tbi 
to haff a length at Sandowa That only made nts subsequent run at cneftenham ail the 
more rrysdtetg and he reportedly came back distressed when a tarted-off last of four be- 
hind Yottehlre Gale. That definitely wasn't the seven-yearoUTa true form and he is worth 
another chance. Daxtra Dove’s two ommgs anco returning from injury haw been a tot 
better man they appear on pacer. He jumped the last in fourth place m me Henrwssy 
Gcid Cup arrt was to frore four our before bov^ putted up m Ascot's Benerwara Cup. Last 
season hB Just rmssed out on a five-Umer when Sunley Bay snori-headed Wm In the Man- 
darin at Newbury and he's only 21 b tester here. TJtose two nms may haw him somewhere 
near that form and he tools a teg danger, te MetOe spin Proud Sun and General Rusty 
in a decent race at Chettennam in Apni and was having hts test outktg since then when 
rated off at Wncamon tn November. That run can ba Ignored but that's not to say he wffi 
be as strait as PMBp’e Woody. Selection: GREY SMOh£ 


3.40 


ASWORD NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS B) £9000 added 2m 
Penalty Value £6^76 

' 161 DARAYOAN PRE){35] TOtDAJoftuoni MPpe511B A P McCoy 

16 RBBT TW FORCE (USt) (4« (D) BatOT Hopn) J GSore 7 118 1 Aipefl 

2-122 SECRET SPRMG (H0 (Z2) (DIM KGeor^lP Hedger 5 114 URktadt 

1 SHARWCAt (3^ TO Rterios ItPte j Mtieds I) N HendBson 5 11 * — JfiAFfttgmM 

U IBBTIY ttS) (Brjx \bms} P i^mn 5 JO 12 JIV — 

206-23 BAIILESW BRUCE (43) fEanom ffMatoy) T Casey 5 10 12 -D 

BUMBERGMtq (Const Grte4>Pkf jFantfiaw51012 

24 CARUTOBnOAMTE (3S)Ha<jyft>ifad)PWelttr5 1012 — 

U0363S- CLOCK WARHERS (240) (M R 9wre) J teilgy 9 1012 

TOM ID Ancfl) M mntn S 10 12. 


.JOttene 


3/ 33 NORDANCE PRMCE (RE) (48) (Hnls Gpn) Mss Gay Keflevoy 6 10 12 — Jf teraeoafly 
F-5 SHADtRHMN (BBQ (35) (Che Bat) R Ateusr 6 10 12 ..GBraflay 


300 PEEtSC (ME) (233) (Cotowld Sort) N Twenn-Dares 5 10 1., 
-lSdedarad- 


.CUewBDtn 


BETTMtt 5-2 SharptoaL 7-2 Dmydra, M Sam spring, 11-2 Btombera 7-1 Honboce Prtnra. 
13-1 SfaKtewM. 101 Csrtto Brtgante, RmUTIn force, 201 FMtete. »1 BattlesMp Brora, 
33-1 At Liberty, 501 CARets 

199& Kante 6 11 4 J Ostona 01 Kite H C taps) 14 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

A sharpish course &e Kempton with the Hound ndmg on the fast side may not be the 
best test for smart Fla stayer Daraydan and SHARPICAL may have too much foot for 
him. Usefte enougi on the Rat, Sharpfcai upset St l^ger renrwr Moona. al Huntingdon 
on to hurdling debut with the cheekiest of wins- Always traveHmg vw«, he cam© thrcu 0 i 
art the bit to lead on the run-in and rid the absolute minimum necessary to ensure vk- 
tory. Dm race was won by a decent horse last year and Shanecal could « anotnar smart 

recruit Qaraytten's efforts on the Flat include a second In the Chester Cup under a teg 
weight and. having made a sucoessfol start over htadles al Leicester, he bounced «** 
after e poor fun « soft Bound at CnepsoWwth a wnde-margn wm at Cheltenham, where 
CvIKo Brigsnte was 17 lengths back in fourth and Shatfirww another Die lengths away 
firm. Sharinvan may have needed the run and can do better, but Daraydan's trent-run- 
ring Ocbcs are still going to make tom difficult to peg back. SdOCt kwr SHARPICAL 

rrarr HOYRLMAL HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS O£5,000 added 
1 j 3m 110yds Penalty Vabie £3fiSS 

641313 OLYMPIAN (35) {D)[J Nerifcl J N»*e 10 13 IP — ROenworifipB 


0-53121 1H<eTOt23<CD){FWflpEriJJ«taK7114 

S5KV-2 DW»U DANCS? (37) (B E Case' M Rpp 7 112 

2-23522 FTKIIMB COWSE (RE) P) (D) MsAJ Garanina 10 13. 

611 -B 05 um£ 01 IMERpt)TO« l WBafffiy)RPn= 7101 a 

OfiP-515 COI(0iO , BW(3a(S0H0nSDCk)M5J«pai 12 10 U 

04F2PF SORSStE (31) IMS R A fttHte) N Hodeson 10 10 3 

- 7 .teetered - 


JOrina 
.A P McCoy 
_TJMwT*f 


JJA 


BETTMG: 94 DMI Dancer, 01 Tin, 01 OyapaR, 11-2 PfiiBries ftrase, 13-2 Ctfcasoy Boy, 
12-lUWe ftaoer, 25-iSorbtora 
1396: Grea Easeby 5 11 3 R tAdGoDi 71 IW Stcresf 12 rot 
FORM GUDE 

Little Gunter runs enh If overnight ram. whfle Fortunes CowM was touched off m a 
blanket finch ow fences at Luricw yesietday. She e a Mu0t mare and would not be 
wtmout a chance tf turning out asm. TWs knowledfS to the course is afl Importsni. In 
betwaen winning here m November and December, Tim faied by teto a ndah alf lengms 
to pud back Cokanny Boy ar Sandown They reopOase on the sane wins hiA 
ths easer course may not suit Cokenny Boy as much and Tim looked well suited ty the 
step up to this distance tost Bme. Diwal Dancer was hawRg he first run m 21 months, 
and ha fits for HAaitin Pee, when racing m a dear lead until entered at the final by 

WassJ Street (re c 15toi over wo and a haff mties at Leicester five weeks a gp. Ofywtpton 

has reumwl w form this season since bemg put 141 w threo miles and Ns defeat or Ocean 

Hawk at Ascot looks a great deal better after the wmer went on to taka the Long Wafc 
Hurdle there. Ofympan'a subseqiEm run befind Efoutgat Otoffenham. where he was feR 
in IWrtJ place at the last, was in a a more competitive race than the. Selection: HM 


Dravid 

rescues 

Indian 

innings 

Cricket 

India 233-3 
v South Africa 


An unbroken fourth-wicket 
stand of 133 between Rahul 
Dravid and Saurav Ganguly 
yesterday rescued India from a 
abjectly slow start io the third 
and final Test against South 
Africa in Johannesburg. 

The pair took India from 100 
for 3 in raid- afternoon to 233 for 
3 at the close. Dravid was the 
more circumspect, reaching his 
50 off 133 balls. By contrast, 
Ganguly hil 4b of his first 50 in 
boundaries. 

India scored just 1 17 runs in 
the first two sessions and 
seemed to be settling for grind- 
ing out a draw after losing the 
first two Tests. The opening 
pair Nayan Mongiu and VUcram 
Rathore bad crawled to 25 from 
22 overs against an off-iaigel 
scam attack before the intro- 
duction of spin brought the 
breakthrough. Paul Adams had 
Rathore caught behind with his 
first ball. Mongja fell to Allan 
Donald after lunch at 46 for 2, 
while Sachin Tendulkar, the 
captain, raised the strike rate 
but was caught in the slips from 
Hansie Cnonje’s fourth delivery. 

i first day. fnoo won toss) 

INDIA - First lmW!£S 

V C Rattnre c RKhantson b Adams 13 

1U MongB b Donato .21 

RS Dravid not out 31 

*S R Tendulkar c MdMilan b Cronje _...J5 

S Ganguly nor out 68 

Eatnu iit>4 w4 nb7> 15 

ToM (for 3, 90 avers) 233 

Fefc 1 25 2-46 3-100. 
TobafcMAffiaiuddn, VVS Laxman. A Hum- 
ble. J Srrotn, D Ganesti. 8 KV Prasad. 
Bowing (to date): Donald 18-1-6-44-1 (w?j: 
Podock 107-38-0 fiiosi: McMrian 14.5-0 
34 -Ck Kkuener 16-4-47-0 (t*2 w2): Adams 
14-4-4 M; ijronte S4-13-1 
SOUTH AFRICA: G Khsten, A C Hudson, A M 
Bacner. D J Cuttnan. -W J Qwje. B M McMil- 
lan. S M Pollock. tD J Richardson, L Nusen- 
er.AA Donald. P Adams. 


Stuart hat-trick 
as Australians 
salvage pride 

Pakistan 181-9 
Australia 182-7 
Australia win by 3 wickets 


The fast bowler Anthony Stuart 
took a hat-trick as Australia sal- 
vaged some pride with a thrilling 
ihn?Mwdief victory over ftkisian 
in -their World Series limited 
overs match in Melbourne yes- 
terday. Stuart playing in only his 
third one-day match for his 
country, dismissed Ijaz Ahmed, 
Mohammad Wasim and Main 
Khan in successive balls. 

Chasing Pakistan’s total of 
1S1 for 9 in 50 overs, left-han- 
der Michael Bevan helped steer 
Australia to 182 for 7 with 
three balls to spare, ending a run 
of five straight defeats in the tri- 
angular competition. Bevan 
scored an unbeaten 79 from 142 
balls to ensure that Stuart's 
figures of? for 26 from 10 overs 
were not wasted. 

The New South Wales bowler 
became only the second Aus- 
tralian to take a hat-trick in a 
limited overs international. 

But the victory came too late 
for Australia, who have failed to 
qup’lfy for the final as hosts in 
their worst performance in one- 
day cricket at home for 17 years 
in terms of results. Pakistan 
and West Indies will face each 
other in the best-of-three final, 
starting in Sydnev tomorrow. 

WORLD SERIES (Melbourne): Pakistan 
181-9 (ircamam-ut-Kaq 64. A Stuart 5 (or 
3Br. Australia 182-7 (M Bevan 79no). Aus- 
tralia win by 3 mdets. 


TODAY'S 

FIXTURES 


Football 

f 7.30 intess stated) 

NAHONMDE FOOTBALL LEAQUE 
SECOND DIVISION 
Burnley v Bury (7.45) 


FA UMBRO TROPHY FIRST ROUND 
Hasting* v Safisrtury- 


FA] KARP NATIONAL 1 EASUE Premier DM- 
stee Stetooume v Bray Wanderers (7.30i. 
Dft MARTENS LEA&UE Southern Dtvtsktte Ha- 
vant Town v WalerioovMe. 

FA UMBRO TROPHY First round: Hastm£ v 
Safisbury (7-30/. 

Rugby Union 

A MTSBUnONAU Ireland A v Ranee A 030) 
1 st DorryteotoO: Scctoand A v Wate. A (2.15> 
(si Goldenacre). 

UNDER-21 INTERNATIONAL: Ireland v France 
( 12 .Q) (at Angalsea Roadj; Scotland v Wares 
(12.45) (at Golrfonacret. 

REPRESENTATIVE MATCH: Scottoh desses 
v Welsh Classes (6 J5) tat Meggetiarri). 
CLUB MATCHES: Newport v Rvavrwnd (7.01; 
Ketso v Jed- Forest (7.15); Sedate v Ham* 
(7.15); Borou^rmuir v Uanefii (7.30); Dundee 
HSFP 1 / Pontvpnu 17.01: GJasfpw Southern v 
Btegar !7 j 0>; String Courtly v Bridgend 1 7.0): 
" BraWfeWi) 


Wjjsoniarrs v Crawshays 1 


r XV (7.151. 


Other sports 

BOWLS: Welsh Masters OJarwffl). 

SWBWWNGc Brteh ftand Itamea (Swansea). 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

1.9m 


The height (6ft 2in) that male 
swimmers who want to make 
the Chinese Olympic team will 
have to attain before they are 
considered for a place. 
"Height is really an advantage 
in swimming, ” a team official 
said. 
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sport 


Fighting for fair play in the big freeze 


A s usual it seemed the only 
people who eared about 
the supporters were oth- 
er supporters. We were stand- 
ing in the cur park at Highfiekl 
Road, it was 4U minutes before 
Coventry and Woking had been 
scheduled to start their FA Cup 
third round lie, and a Coventry 
Tan was passing comment. 

"It's disgusting, appalling. 
Those poor people, they've 
come all this way." She was talk- 
ing about the several thousand 
Woking fans who had driven 
through freezing fog for three 
hours only to find Wednesday 
night's match ca" :d o.f less than 
an hour before kick-off. Some 
supporters were already inside 
the ground. They were riot hap- 
py, and who cari blame them? 

Nor were they the only ones. 
On their way back, the 27 
coaches and countless cars 
loaded with Woking fans might 
have passed a similar convoy of 
Wrexham supporters making 
their weary way back from West 
Ham. That match had been 
called off because of fog at 
5.30pm. loo late for supporters 
engaged on a gruelling 500-mile 
round-trip. 

Bad management? Or bad 
luck due to freak weather con- 
ditions'.' The clubs and referees 
involved will suggest the latter, 
but they should know better. 
They were warned because the 
events of the previous night 
were, if anything, worse. 

At 5.30pm on Tuesday Brent- 
ford v Manchester City. Luton 
v Bolton, Watford v Oxford 
and Gillingham v Derby were 
on. Brentford was called off 
then. Luton an hour later and 
Watford a few minutes before 
kick-off lime. At Gillingham 
they kicked off only for the ref- 
eree. Paul Alcock, to deride the 
pitch was no longer playable af- 
ter 66 minutes. Neither players, 
managers, spectators nor media 
agreed. A few players had 
slipped over in one comer but 
the pitch seemed tricky rather 
than dangerous. 

In each case away supporters 
had made long and difficult 
journeys. "After what happened 
last night, you would have 
thought someone would have 
shewn more sense," said Mike 
Bidmcad. Woking's Ground 
and Safety officer on Wednes- 
day. “Many of our fans have 
paid £15 each for their coach 
trip.’' 


Glenn Moore says fans should be 
compensated for fruitless journeys 


Woking were particularly un- 
happy at Gerald Ashby’s belated 
decision to call the match off. 
As Clive Walker noted: “Our 
players are part-time, they've all 
taken time off work to be here. 
It's a lot of money for them 
which they won’t get back. 

“We play on much worse 
pitches than' that and were hap- 
py to play tonight. So were 
Coventry's players. It's the ref’s 
decision, and he says players 
might be injured, but I can't see 
it.” 

Another Woking piayer said: 
“It’s a joke. It’s perfectly all 
righL It was embarrassing when 
he called it off." 

Bidmcad, a former Football 
League referee, thought the 
pilch playable. He added: “We 
are not going to win the FA Cup, 
we are in it to make some 
money. The police bill is 
£15.000, we’ll have to pay that 
twice now. Then there is the 


steward ing and all the other 
things, it all comes out of our 
profit.” 

Yesterday Ashby was unre- 
pentant “In my view the correct 
derision was made, some peo- 
ple would say better late than 
never.” Ashby, having been as- 
sured by the dub there was no 
need for an early inspection, ar- 
rived at 5pm. He looked at the 
pitch, waited an hour for a 
weather report (which suggest- 
ed an evening temperature of 
-1C), then went back out. “1 had 
doubts so I used footwear on it 
which increased my doubts. I 
spoke to both managers and, 
whatever they were quoted say- 
ing afterwards, 1 got the im- 
pression both had doubts. One 
said: Td rather you made the 
decision than me.' 

“It is the hardest such deri- 
sion I have made in 27 years of 
refereeing but you can't play on 
a pitch that is 75 per cent 


REFUNDS: HOW THE POLICIES VARY 


Football 

FA policy: If a match is called off be- 
fore kick-off. spectators will be offered 
free adrresson to rearrange match. If 
called ofl after tack-oft then 50 percent 
reduction far next game. 

If spectator cannot get to rearranged 
game, then up to hermim to ask dub 
for refund. FA official poftcy is that de- 
cision is up to the individual dub. 
Football League: Recommends that 
member dubs offer full refund if post- 
poned before k** -off. Abandonment af- 
ter Wck -off: 50 percent reduction for 

rearranged match. 

FA Carling Premiership: No official pol- 
icy but gsneral gjidefines are that once 
spectators are in the ground, regard- 
less of whether match has kicked off 
or not, dubs make some farm of gen- 
erous compensation between 50 and 
100 per cent 

Rugby Union 

RFU official policy: No money will be 
refunded for matches at Twickenham 
or mapr RFU matches elsewhere. But 
rf match can be staged at a later date, 
then the ticket is valid for admission 
to the rearranged game. 

Cricket 

Eng^ Crictet Board: For internation- 
al matches (fest and one-day) they have 
foe Rain Check Scheme: Up to 10 overs 
before play abandoned for day. a full 
refund; up to 24 overs. 50 per cent re- 
fund; 25 overs or more, no refund. No 
official policy as regards counties (up 
to individual dubs). 

Middlesex and MCC: No spectators let 
m to Lord's inless and until play e &iar- 
anteed, so no one has parted with any 
cash in the first place. If play abandoned 
at any time thereafter, no refund. 


Opera ft concerts 

Royal Opera House. Ccwent Garden: If 
one-off {.erformance by a big star such 
as Pavr H is cancelled, there wotdd 
be a to : refund. If a show has such 
a big str. the ROH puts a premium on 
thenars, ticket price. So. IfstarpuSs 
out. the iTJH refunds the tfilference be- 
tween die premium and the normal 
price. If a show is abandoned in the 
first act. then a partial refund Is made. 
If no tag star but lead singer's place 
taken (because of illness dr whatever 
by understudy then ROH assumes 
punters bougie tickets for the perfor- 
mance not the performer, so no refund. 
Royal Albert Halt Generally happy for 
total refund if a specific concert has Id 
be cancelled, although if an alterna- 
tive date can be rearranged then tick- 
ets become valid for that 

Theatre 

OM Vic, London: if performance car- 
oefled for whatever reason, a total re- 
fond. or (and they prefer this option! 
replacing the ticket purchased with one 
fora subsequent night In the event of 
a show being abandoned because of 
power cut hood or whatever; a total re- 
fund, because covered by insurance. 
Stoll Moss Theatres (Tlreatre Royal, 
Drury Lane, Her Majesty's, Haymaitet, 
The Palladium and seven others): 
Where a ticket Is purchased to see a 
show or play and a star's name appears 
above the tide, and that star's under- 
&udy tates aw because of ilness, then 
there wli be a fcil reftnd or an exchange 
for a ticket on a night when the star 
wfll tie on sta{£. If a show Is abandoned 
before getting under way, full refund or 
eschange for another nigit; if show 
abandoned part way through then foil 
refund or exchange. 


playable. There was a large 
area in the middle that was dan- 
gerous." 

Geoff Chappie, the Woking 
manager, said that Graham 
Foil had permitted Coventry's 
recent match with Sunderland 
on a surface which was “10 
times worse”. Three days later 
Foil is said to have told Graeme 
Souness that his players would 
have to play “at 90 per cent” 
during Southampton's FA Cup 
tie at Reading. “Pitch inspec- 
tions,” admitted Ashby, “can be 
an area of inconsistency among 
referees” 

Personalty I was astonished, 
as I drove up through freezing 
fog, that there seemed no doubt 
about the match. Regular pitch 
inspections were announced at 
Leicester, Coventry expressed 
no concern. This was despite the 
state of their pitch for several 
recent matches, which must 
have been borderline decisions 
to play. 

Coventry are one of a hand- 
ful of Premiership clubs without 
undersoil heating. Unlike the 
others, they have not been re- 
cently promoted nor are they 
p lanning to move grounds. Un- 
dersoil heating costs between 
£200,000 and £300,000. In the 
last two years Coventry have 
spent £16.6m on players. 

“We used to have it,” said 
Graham Hover, Coventry's sec- 
retary, “but it caused a drainage 
problem and it was removed six 
years ago. At the moment we 
use frost covers and we feel the 
pitch was playable. I suppose we 
will have to look at installing un- 
dersoil beating again.” 

In an age of £15m transfers 
and £42,000 a week wages, it is 
ridiculous that some leading 
dubs are reduced to using mats, 
straw and suchlike to stage 
games. Undersoil heating ought 
to be compulsory in the Pre- 
. miership, with promoted clubs 
given assistance from Sky 
Sports money to pay for it 

Another slice of that vast 
bucket of cash ought to be si- 
phoned off to provide com- 
pensation for supporters who 
have lost time and money trav- 
elling to matches which are 
postponed at short notice. Fans 
are paying out more and more 
money in admission and trav- 
ellingcosts, and their goodwill 
cannot be milked forever. It is 
about time the game gave 
something back. 



No laughing matter: A Woking fan sent to Coventry for nothing Photograph: Empics 


Hoddle happy with Vialli vexed by life on Hednesford assess 
Italy friendly date the Chelsea bench their tr °P h y options 


Glenn Hoddle, the England 
coach, yesterday maintained 
he bad no problems about fac- 
ing Italy in a friendly in France 
this summer in the middle of his 
side's two crucial World Cup 
qualifying matches against the 
Azzurri. 

Hoddle was at the luxurious 
Hotel de Vflle in the centre of 
Paris for the official launch of 
the four-nation Tournoi de 
France, which carries a prize of 
around £625,000 for the win- 
ners. 

He said he believed the June 
tournament involving France, 
England, Italy and Brazil would 
benefit England ahead of the 
1998 World Cup. 

“It will be a good experience 
for the playcra and for rae to 
find out a bit more about our- 
selves in a tournament,” Hod- 
dle said. “I’ve only been in the 
job for six months and while 
qualifying for the World Cup is 
the important thing. I’m look- 
ing upon next summer as a dress 
rehearsal for I99S.” 

The fact that England will be 
playing Italy in the friendly in 
the middle of the two World 
Cup qualifiers next month and 
in October has aroused concern. 


“As far as we are concerned 
it isn’t a problem.” Hoddle 
said. “We have to pl3y Italy in 
the qualifiers but this will be to- 
tally different. When you’re 
playing a World Cup game the 
result is all important, the only 
thing you can think about. 

“In a friendly, even in a tour- 
nament, it gives you the chance 
to experiment to look and see 
what you have, what options are 
available.” 

The Italian coach, Cesare 
M aidini, displayed a similar 
lack of concern. MaldinL who 
takes charge of the national 
team for the first time against 
Northern Ireland in Sieity next 
Wednesday, knows that the 
Wembley game on 12 February 
will be far more important. 

“For us, like England, qual- 
ification is the prime objective 
and we know now big a game 
it will be at Wembley,” he said. 
“We don't have to be told that 
England are a strong team. 
You only have to look at the 
likes of Shearer, Ferdinand and 
Beckham to see that.” 

TOURNOI DE FRANCE: 3 June Francev Bari 
(l^cn): 4 Ane Italy v Ef0ane (Nantes): 7 June 
France v Exigent) (Mornpoilker): 8 June Brazil 
v Itafc (Lyon): JO Jwe Engand v Brazl (Lend: 
11 June France v Italy iPtfisj. 


Gianiuca Vialli has joined his 
fellow Italian Eibrizio Ravanelli 
in expressing frustration at life 
in the Premiership. 

The former Juventus captain 
has struggled to win back his 
place in Chelsea’s starting line- 
up after injury and illness, and 
declared on Italian television: 
“It is not a particularly happy 
period for me. Ruud Gullit has 
used me very little and I am not 
satisfied about this.” 

Vialli added: “I think if the 
manager keeps the captain of 
the side that won the European 
Cup six months ago on the 
bench, it would mean his team 
are top of the league. But this 
is not the case at Chelsea. So it 
must mean either the manager 
is not doing an exceptional job 
or there is something wrong. I 
feel there is something wrong. 

“I wait with patience. I con- 
tinue to train and I just grit my 
teeth. I did not come here on 
holiday or to enjoy myself. I 
came here to play and become 
a legend in London with 
Chelsea. Staying on the bench 
is frustrating for me and I hope 
things change in the future. 

“Certainly I am not happy 


and not prepared to bear this 
situation for much longer." 

Vialli was first sidelined with 
a hamstring injury and then flu. 
In his absence the striking part- 
nership of Mark Hughes and 
Gianfranco Zola has blos- 
somed. Chelsea play Derby to- 
morrow, hoping to improve on 
seventh place in the table. 

The Chelsea coach, Gwyn 
Williams, said: “When Gianiu- 
ca is on form, be will return to 
the side" Earlier this week VlaJ- 
ITs former Juventus team-mate, 
Ravanelli, was reported to have 
expressed fears that his new 
club, Middlesbrough, would 
struggle to survive in the Pre- 
miership, though he later 
played down his comments. 

Gianni Agnelli, the owner of 
Juventus, has ruled out a move 
for the Newcastle striker Alan 
Shearer. The England captain 
has been linked with the Italian 
club because they feel they 
need to strengthen their attack 
despite Wednesday night’s 6-1 
drubbing of Paris St-Germain in 
die first leg of the European Su- 
per Cup. Agnelli said: “He’s out 
of reach because of his cost. We 
need some reinforcements, but 


not that expensive. ' Shearer be- 
came the world's costliest play- 
er last year when Newcastle 
bought him from Blackburn 
for £15m. 

Matt Elliott’s journey from a 
bufl ding site to the Premiership 
was completed yesterday when 
he joined Leicester City in a 
dub record £ 1.6m deal. Leices- 
ter’s previous record was 
£ 1.25m for Mark Draper. The 
28-year-old Oxford United cen- 
tre-half rejected moves to 
Southampton and Sheffield 
Wednesday to sign a three- 
and-a-half year deal. 

“It's not so long ago that I was 
leaving school with no career 
ahead oF me and doing bits and 
pieces on a building site." said 
Elliott, who will make his debut 
at home to Wimbledon tomor- 
row. -Now I'm like a schoolboy, 
I feel so excited.” 

Nous Count)' have named 
Sam Allardyce. formerly in 
charge of Blackpool as their new 
manager. The post has been va- 
cant since before Christmas, 
when the Meadow Lane club 
sacked their general manager, 
Colin Murphy, and the team 
manager. Steve Thompson. 


Non-League notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 


It is ironic that Hednesford 
Town's only scheduled fixture in 
between Monday's FA Cup 
third-round success over York 
City and next weekend’s glam- 
orous fourth-round trip to Mid- 
dlesbrough is in the FA Umbro 
Trophy - a tournament in 
which, unlike the FA Cup. the 
Pitmen have a realistic chance 
of reaching Wembley, 

In contrast to next weekend, 
when Hednesford will be head- 
ing for the Premiership's newest 
stadium, the Riverside, tomor- 
row they will be doing battle at 
the oldest continually used foot- 
ball ground in the world: the 
Drill Field, the home of Norlh- 
wich Victoria since 1875. 

Despite their FA Cup suc- 
cesses. which has seen them be- 
come the first side since 
Kettering in 1989 to progress 
from the first qualifying round 
to the fourth round, the PitmeD 
are probably the underdogs in 
tomorrow's first-round Trophy 
tie, for Northwich. who are hav- 
ing a fine season, are fourth in 
the GM Vauxhall Conference. 


Hednesford arc ninth, although 
they have games in hand on all 
the teams above them. 

John Baldwin, the Hednes- 
ford manager, has some wel- 
come selection problems for 
tomorrow s lie. He can call on 
his latest signing, the former 
Derby ajid Leicester striker 
Phil Gee. who is ineligible for 
the FA Cup, and the winger 
Tony Hemmings. who has com- 
pleted a two-match suspension. 

Although Hemmings is a for- 
mer Northwich player, the Vies 
have probably seen enough of 
him. He was the “man of the 
match" when playing for Mac- 
clesfield against Northwich in 
last season's Trophy finaL and 
scored a superb individual goal 
to complete Macclesfield's 3-1 
win at Wembley. 

C-arwyn Williams, the striker 
who scored Northwich 's goal in 
last year's final, will be helping 
Macclesfield launch their de- 
fence of the Trophy tomorrow. 
Sammy Mcllroy's summer sign- 
ing from the Vies has recovered 
from an ankle injury and is like- 
ly to be in the starting line-up 
for the holders' daunting lie 
away to the Conference leaders, 
Kidderminster Harriers. 


Russia 


The Russian League,, which is due to 
open for business again in March for the 
, 1997 season, has a problem - or, to be 
mare accurate, two problems. Two dubs 
calling themselves CSKA Moscow are 
planning for the new season, and both 
are claiming to be the “real” CSKA. 

The controversy centres on a power 
battle within the Army Central Sports 
Club, which in its prime established the 
Red Army’s football team as one of the 
strongest sides in eastern Europe. Now, 
though, things are different 

Last season Alexander Tarkhanov 
coached CSKA to fifth place in Russia’s 
Premier League. Earlier this month, 
though. Colonel Alexander Baranovsky, 
the chief of all CSKA sporting activities, 
sacked Ihrkfaanov and replaced him with 
the former Russian national coach, 
Pavel Sadyrin, who had been sacked by 
Zenit St Petersburg last season. 

Tarkhanov, it seems, is not going to 
gjve up his job without a fight He cl aims 
to have the backing of a Moscow bus- 
inessman who owns 40 per cent of 
CSKA Sadyrin, though, is supported by 
the army, which controls the other 60 per 
cent of the shares. Now both Tarkhanov 
and Sadyrin are training “rival” CSKA 
squads - and the League does not seem 
too keen to resolve the controversy. 

“We were not too surprised to see two 
applications from CSKA,” Vitaly Kre- 
cbetov, the league’s general director, said. 



AROUND 
THE WORLD 

“They are at odds over who can legally 
represent the chib and it is not for us to 
judge Ultimately, he added, it could go 
to court 

Italy 

A groundsman at the Italian Third Di- 
vision chib, Viterbese, turned up at 
their stadium on Wednesday this week 
to find 1 1 wooden crosses, each bearing 
the name of a team player, planted in 
the middle of the pitch. 

Police claimed disgruntled fans of the 
team, which has lost its last four match- 
es, were to blame. The crosses were re- 
moved, and the players later ended their 
losing streak, beating Sicily’s Juveterra- 
nova 1-0 that afternoon. 

The team captain. Massimiliano Nar- 
decchia, is not happy, though. “This is 


the sort of intimidation that cannot pass 
in silence,” he said. “These so-called fans 
must be singled out and banned. We 
played with death in our hearts today.” 

Sudan 

Playing football in Africa is never an easy 
business. Sudan have pulled out of the 
African Nations 3 Cup, according to its 
football association, because of “ag- 
gression on Sudan’s eastern frontier and 
a consequent general mobilisation” to 
counter invasions by rebel forces. 

Sudan's withdrawal is a blow to Bruce 
Grpbbelaar’s Zimbabwe ride, who won 
3*0 in Khartoum last October in their 
opening qualifier for the. finals in Burk- 
ina Faso next year. That result will now 
be expunged, leaving Ghana top of a 
group which also features Angola. 

Firance 

The Paris St-Gennain squad travelled to 
the Indian Ocean isle of Reunion for 
their training camp during the French 
League’s winter break with their Brazil- 
ian coach, Ricardo, insisting it was not 
a holiday. “You’ll have to work and run 
until you vomit, if it’s necessary,” he said 
to his players. The result of his efforts? 
A 6-1 home defeat to Juventus in the first 
leg of the European Super Cup on 
Vfednesday. 

Rupert Metcalf 


Cross-code 

criticism 

From David Rice 
Sin It was with great amuse- 
ment that I read Chris Be Isom’s 
letter “Unfair on League play- 
ers" (2 January). Of the seven 
players mentioned five were 
high-profile signings from 
Union and Jason Robinson 
has come in for much criticism. 

His inclusion ahead of Jon 
Cailard in the European Cup 
quarter-final has been cited as 
a major factor in Bath being 
knocked out. As for the tack- 
ling, Gary Connolly’s display for 
Harlequins against Leicester 
was laughable by junior dub 
standards let alone National 
First Division. 

D RICE 

Ashby-de-la-Zouch 

Evaluation 
of success 

From Dr WR Sihvira 
Sir. I would like to make two 
points about the recent hoo-ha 
over Kevin Keegan's resigna- 
tion. The first is that the na- 
tional psyche continues to 
function on the basis of a re- 
fusal to submit even in the face 
of extreme odds. Acknowl- 
edgement of stress is seen as ca- 
pitulation, weakness of 
character, humiliation of the 


SPORTS 


worst kind. This macho view of 
life actually deters from a 
meaningful understanding of 
the reasons why Keegan mav 
have resigned. 

While Howard Wilkinson 
throws some much needed 
light on the file and times of the 
modem day manager, he is un- 
able to comment on the per- 
sonal attributes that shape the 
individual's perception of suc- 
cess. its finity and its meaning 
because these things are per- 
sonal and relate to the back- 
ground and upbringing of that 
particular individual. 

Perhaps Kevin Keegan, for 
reasons that even he may be un- 
aware of (because these things 
sometimes operate at a sub- 
conscious level), has decided he 
has satisfied the drive that mo- 
tivated him to take up this awe- 
some task in the first place. 

My second point is that there 
appears to be something mag- 
ical about a five-year cycle in 
which individuals, groups and 
even governments can set out 
on projects of merit with 
defined aims and goals. I would 
suggest that Kevin Keegan has 
completed his five-year stint 
and who is to say lhathe should 


m 


or should not have left at the 
point that he did. 

DR W R SILVEIRA 
Coventry 

Sunk before 
start 

From Paer Cuswvnh 
Sir: Regarding the idea of 
Robert Crowther. Witney, Oxon 
(2 January), of Newcastle 
ground sharing with Sunderland, 
may l suggest boat sharing for 
the Varsity boat race? 

P CUSWORTH 
Jesmond, Newcastle upon Tyne 

Cheek by 

growl 

From Rob Charles 
Sir Sandy Anderson may have 
faded in his bid to take over 
Nottingham Forest, but he wins 
my vote tor Barefaced Cheek of 
, We <- >k "Wh his comment af- 
terwards. "There are dearly 
some people who are looking to 

R : CHARL£s° r ,hemselvts - 

Grayshott, Surrey 
Letters marked “For publica- 
tion should contain telephone 
numbers. They shnnld be sent 
to Spons Editor. The Inde- 
rf* l Canada Square 
London E14 5DL. Theynmfo; 
shortened for reasons of space. 


Henman’s 

style may 
disturb 
Chang 


Tennis 


DERRICK WHYTE 

reports from Melbourne 

Tim Henman has come a wry 
long way in a very short time. 
But if he beats world No 2 
Michael Chang under flood- 
lights today, Britain will know 
it Veal !v has a player capable 
of taking the sport by storm. 

Henman, now ranked 14th. 
is firmly the underdog in the 
third-round match at the Aus- 
tralian Open- Chang beat Pete 
Sampras and Boris Becker only 
last week and was runner-up 
here last year. 

Though only two years old- 
er at 24, Chang has a massive 
advantage in experience. He 
won the French Open when he 
was 17, reached the final of the 
US Open last September and 
the final here last year. 

What Henman has going for 
him is supreme confidence at 
the moment and the knowledge 
that he hits the ball harder 
than Chang, especially on the 
serve, and has the sort of all- 
court game which most troubles 
his epponenu 

The match will be given spe- 
cial coverage by the BBC in an 
extra programme tonight. The 
third-round encounter wfl] be 
shown on BBCZ's regular Sport 
on Friday programme (1410- 
1555), but will be replayed lat- 
er on an International Te nnis 
sp ecial ( 1800-1900) on the same 
channel. Eurosport will fea- 
ture the game live at 9.15am. 

World No 1 Pete Sampras has 
given him a chance, explaining: 
“It is going to be a good test for 
Henman. Chang is not an easy 
guy to play and Henman is go- 
ing to have to work hard, but the 
wav be has been playing be has 
got a shot.” Henman, however, 
has been beaten here already, 
going out of the men’s doubles 
at the first hurdle partnering the 
Dutchman Jan Sicmerink. 

Sampras reached the third 
round of the singles after a 
scare. Die world No 1 was a set 
and a break down to the Ro- 
manian Adrian Voinea, but got 
his act together to win 3-6. 6-2, 
6-3, 6-2 in 109 minutes. He next 
plays Australia's Mark Wood- 
forde. who has twice held match 
points against him in the past 

Jim Courier threw himself into 
the River Yam after both his 
previous title successes here, 
but if this year' s championship 
continues as it has started for him 
the 26-year-old is unlikely to have 
the energy to do so again. 

His two matches so far have 
both been five-set affairs and 
Courier has had to come back 
from 2-1 down both times. He 
beat the Czech Republic s Slava 
Doscdel 46, 6-2, 345, 64, 64 and 
said: “As longas I win I don't care 
how long it takes.” He now plays 
fellow American Jeff Tarango. 

Die women’s second seed, 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario, spent 
only three minutes on court. She 
won the first game against 
Stephanie De Vihe then the 
Belgian pulled out with an ankle 
injuiy. Martina Hingis, the 16- 
year-old fourth seed and second 
favourite to Steffi Graf, beat 
American Lisa Raymond 64 
6-2 and described her play in die 
second set as “almost perfect”. 

Fifth seed Anke Huber, last 
year’s runner-up, hit back from 
a set down to beat Italian 
Francesca Lubiani in a match de- 
layed for a day after Huber's 
mother was rushed from Flinders 
Park to hospital after collapsing. 

Results, Digest page 27 

Tarango at 
centre of new 
controversy 

Jeff Tarango, the man who 
stormed off court at Wimbledon 
two years ago after calling an 
umpire “the most corrupt offi- 
cial in the game", yesterday 
claimed he had received a guar- 
antee that the umpire at the 
centre of that controversy 
would never officiate at one of 
his matches again . 

Thrango was banned for two 
Grand Slam events, later com- 
muted to one, and heavily fined 
for storming off the court. Be- 
fore leaving he accused Bruno 
Rebeuh of being “the most cor- 
rupt official in the game”. His 
wife shared the headlines for 
slapping the umpire in the face. 

Tvc been given that guar- 
antee, yes,” he said in reference 
to his claim, without naming the 
official who made the assurance. 
“Anytime I mention a name I 
get into trouble," he added. 

Yei a spokesman at the AIFs 
headquarters in Florida reject- 
ed the possibility of the french 
umpire being barred from any 
matches on the ATP tour, which 
only leaves die four Grand Slam 
events, run by the ITF, who were 
unavailable for comment 

Tarango meets the former 
champion Jim Courier in the 
Australian Open third round af- 
ter beating Switzerland’s Marc 
Rosset 64, 6-1, 6-1 yesterday. 
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Ashton given responsibility without power 





Responding to the clar- 
ion culls from a rugby 
nation al arguably its 
lowest ebb, the English 
knight in shining ar- 
mour rides in to the res- 
cue. Shades of Jack Charlton and all 
that, whom Brian Ashton has revealed 
he would like to counsel for insights 
into the Irish psyche. This, (hough, 
could be trickier. 

There is a feeling among Irish rug- 
by folk that Ashton may not quite re- 
alise what he is letting himself in for. 
Or maybe he does? Hence, perhaps, 
his ambiguous title of coaching ad- 
visor and a short-term contract until 
the conclusion of the Five Nations. 

So then, what exactly is the state 
of the damsel in distress? On Mon- 
day, Ashton assumed control of an un- 
der-achieving evcr-changjng Irish 
team low on morale and direction five 
days before their championship open- 
er against France, whom Ireland 
have dol beaten since 19S3. 

What is more, like his predecessors, 
he assumes responsibility without full 
power, being one of five selectors along- 
side a “hands on” manager in an out- 
moded, unwieldy management system. 

All in alL, Ashton might be "better 


served talking to one of his prede- 
cessors as opposed to Charlton. One 
of them, Ciaran Fitzgerald, was dear- 
ly speaking from bluer experience 
when commenting on the manner in 
which the 1RFU made Murray Kidd 
sole scapegoat for this season's home 
defeats to Western Samoa, Australia 
and Italy Iasi week. 

“I think it was handled veiy poor- 
ly by the IRFU and I also felt that he 
[Kidd] came out the wrong end of it 
in that he was part of a committee. 
There was a manager there who ran 
the icam. there was a selection com- 
mittee who selected the team. Sure, 
he was responsible for tactics and the 
preparation of the side but to single 
out one guy and say you're gone and 
you're responsible for everything, 
and everybody else is exonerated, is 
wrong. It just doesn't stack up.” 

It is this responsibility without 
power which lias made Australians 
Bob Dwyer and John CohnolJy shy 
away from IRFU overtures, Dwyer 
describing the system as “too frag- 
mented”. Even Irish coaches such as 
Willie Anderson and John O'DriscoU 
probably would not touch the job in 
its existing parameters with a prover- 
bial ten foot pole. 



Ireland have signed an English 
coach, Brian Ashton (left), for 
a Five Nations campaign which 
begins tomorrow at home to 
France. David Hughes looks 
at the task facing him 


“It’s perfectly reasonable for them 
to give the manager 'overall respon- 
sibility and 1 have no problem wiLh 
thaL Bui I couldn't be the coach 1 
would want 10 be under those cir- 
cumstances,'' O'Driscoll says. 

Significantly, the balance shifted 
from the coach to the manager after 
the pre-1993 World Cup dispute be- 
tween players and the Union. After the 
World Cup. Noel Murphy inherited 
Ken Reid's position as manager and 
assumed more responsibility and pow- 
er - which Pat Whelan, the manager 
and chairman of selectors, retained. 

Other Irish coaches might not 
have been so reluctant, had they been 
asked. But, as was the case when Kidd 
was appointed 15 months ago and last 
week, they weren’t. As one of this 
alienated rump, a former provincial 
coach, puts it: “What kind of message 


does this send out to the likes of Davy 
Haslett [the former Irish schools 
and undcr-21 coach now coaching the 
A side] and other guys supposedly 
coming through the system?” 

Meantime, as well as brazenly let- 
ting Kidd be the fall guy, the remaining 
Irish selectors have axed a thud of the 1 
team beaten by Italy'. While still inch- 
ing closer to Ireland's best XV, the 
feeling persists that the are not quite 
there yet, though in time-honoured 
tradition they probably will be by the 
third or fourth game. ' 

Whelan admits Anthony Foley is 
unlucky to be omitted in a back-row 
revamped to accommodate Dennis 
McBride, whose height (or Jack of it; 
is likely to be exposed by a French line- 
out wliich traditionally utilises the tail 
better than anybody .Meantime, Fo- 
ley has been switched to No b on the 


A side, which should do wonders for 
his state of mind. 

By recalling the defensively solid 
Niall Hogan and Eric Elwood at half- 
hack, it is dear that the Irish intend 
to bauen down the hatches. This, de- 
spite Whelan's tetchy assertion pri- 
or to the Italian game that Elwood 
had to make up some ground from 
hB standing as a remote third choice 
- J an awful statement to make,” ac- 
cording to Fitzgerald. 

Whelan and Co might have gone 
further too. While Jonathan Bell 
has been retained more on potential 
than form, and Maurice Field has 
been recalled yet again, by common 
consent the New Zealander Kurt Mc- 
Quiikan is the best inside centre 
around and is a t eam -mate of El- 
wood's at Lansdowne. Aside from be- 
ing a proven tackier, McQufikan is, 
as Fitzgerald says, “one guy who wifi 
penetrate and you can work a back 
row off.” Given Ireland have not cre- 
ated one opening in three games, that 
would clearly assist Ashton's stated 
hack to basics opening gambit. 

“Initially, what 2 have to do is sim- 
plify the Irish game,” the new man said 
on Monday. “I'm a great believer in 
the game not being complicated. It’s 


easier for the playera to understand 
and it's easier for the players to put 
into operation. I also feel the need for 
the side to get back the Irish passion." 

Given the time limitations, be does 
□ot have much option. “Bring a guy 
in a week before the Five Nations’ kick 
off. what can he do?” Fitzgerald asks 
rhetorically. “I would say nil." In- 
variably though, Ireland will improve 
and they are capable of giving a tra- 
ditional backs- to-the- wall perfor- 
mance against the mighty French 
come Saturday. They probably would 
have anyway. 

Acknowledging their relatively 
timid rucking against Italy, and allied 
to the changes at half-hack, something 
of the old Lansdowne Road fire and 
brimstone can be anticipated in whaL 
is likely to be -a rough game. 

Regardless of the outcome, Ashton 
will enjoy the customary honeymoon 
period, but, as Fitzgerald says: “By the 
time he gets to know the team, it's go- 
ing to be the end of the season.” 

“So I'm just hoping that maybe 
they re just using ibis as a stepping 
stone to a final package. Maybe he 
[Ashton] wants control of the final se- 
lection, which I think would Ik a gpod 
move on his part." 


Hastings still hungry 
after all these years 



Scott Hastings 
may soon be eli- 
gible for rugby's 
veraion of a pen- 
sioner's bus pass, 
but at 32 his enlhusi- 
asm for a hard trade remains in- 
fectious. Now in his 12th season 
on the international stage, he 
still responds emotionally to the 
nervous clatter of studs in the 
inner sanctum of the dressing- 
room and cherishes the cruel 
thud of shoulder on rib-cage as 
he executes one of his trade- 
mark tackles. 

There is another sound he 
has grown to treasure down the 
years - the sound of critics 
munching their way through 
large platefols of their own 
words. Hastings. Scotland's 
most-capped player with 62, 
has proved so many people 
wrong on so many occasions 
that a lesser sportsman might 
long ago have succumbed to an 
unbearable smugness. 

It is almost as if the double 
Lion from Edinburgh relishes 
life’s frequent setbacks, secure 
in the knowledge that those of 
little faith will fold the signpost 
pointing to the garden path too 
tempting to ignore. But the 
suspicion is unfounded: Hast- 
ings is so passionate about his 
rugby that the merest hint of re- 
jection hurts him deeply. 

Back in November, be found 
himself relegated to the re- 
placements’ bench for Scot- 
land's tough international with 
the touring Australians. It was 
not the first time he-had been 
overlooked, nor the second, 
but this demotion was wholly 
unexpected and, therefore, even 
harder than usual to bear. 

“It was a bitter disappoint- 
ment," Hastings said this week. 
‘1*101 that I wasn’t in pretty ex- 
alted company. The Wallabies 
left out David Campese for 
that match, so he was sitting 
alongside me, and not long af- 
terwards, England dropped Je- 
remy Guscott. But I knew that 
the selectors would be looking 
to keep the new midfield to- 
gether for a while, so I was fair- 
ly flat about it all. 

“That feeling tends not to last 
tooJong, though. I went back to 
my bread and butter club rug- 
by with Wa Koreans, determined 
to work my way back into con- _ 
tendon and fortunately. I was 
given my chance against Italy 
last month. That went quite well 
for me, thankfully.” 


Chris Hewett talks 
to Scotland's most 
capped player who 
faces Wales at 
Murrayfield tomorrow 

As a result, Hastings will 
face Wales for the 11th time 
when the Five Nations’ Cham- 
pionship slips into gear at Mur- 
rayfield tomorrow afternoon. 
“It’s always wonderful to he in- 
volved in this tournament; so 
much charges season on season 
but, equally, so much stays the 
same. The hype and expectation 
never diminish, no matter how 
successful or otherwise the 

‘It’s always 
wonderful to be 
involved -in this 
tournament. 
The hype and 
expectation 
never diminish’ 


teams have been in the warm- 
up games.” 

The Welsh have not caused 
Hastings too many problems in 
the past - he has finished on the 
winning side against them sev- 
en times in 10 attempts - but the 
broken cheekbone he suffered 
during the victory al Murrayfield 
a decade ago" brings "back 
painful memories. (It was, how- 
ever, far from the worst of 
Hastings’ injuries: in 1993, he 
caught the sharp end of Josh 
KronfekFs knee during the Ota- 
go -Lions match in Dunedin 
and surgeons worked for almost 
five hours to rebuild his face). 

For all his successes against 
the Red Dragons, Hastings has 
never managed to score against 
them - al least, not in the tra- 
ditional fashion of grounding 
the ball over their line. But play- 
ers of Hastings’ unforgiving 
stamp chalk up points in all 
sorts of odd directions and if 
Scott Gibbs or Allan Bateman, 
his direct opponents, ends up 
spreadeagled across the beau- 
tifully manicured Edinburgh 
turf at some point during to- 
morrow's frenzy, a hint of pro- 


Airierteati football 

American-born Alton Byrd, one of die 
h wasgt names in British basketball, nas 
been appointed general manager of the 
London Monarchs of the World League 
of American Football. 

Athletics 

Michael Johnson and Canadian Dono- 
van Bailey mil run for the right to the 
fastest-man title In a special ISO me- 
tres event at SkyDome, Toronto, on 31 
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Cricket 

Marie Eeteham, the Middlesex all- 
rcmdechas retired aft er persistant back 
flwifems. He started with Surrey in 
1 -983 before moving to Middlesex 10 
VWs latet score* 3,186 first-dass runs 
end taking 388 wickets in his career. 

Football 

5MWFER:PmIADmi lifndflelderi Swindon 
0; Justin Jackson 


(forward) Morecambe to Woking (£30,000). 
PORTUGAL SQUAD (Friendly v Franco, Bniga, 
Wednasday 23 January): eoaUwapara: Bata 
(Barcelona. Spam), Correia (Braga). tWaodM* 
Santee (Potto), Coneekam <PHto). Cniz (Sport- 
ing), Conte [Barcetooa. Spam. Crtattvao [De- 
nmo ConAi, Spam). Tahafra duvenus. I»M. 
Socretario (Real Mated. Spurt. Jon* Costa (te- 
as. MdfleHeis: Banuao tRwxu. Rgo (Borcekjns, 
Spam). Bento lOmoo, Spam). Banos (Pooo). 
Rib Costa (ftoensna. DsM- ftmredK Jw» WMra 

Pinto CBenfea), Cadete Kmc, GBaEgow. Got- 

land). OBwrira <ftxlot. Portofo (West Ham Unti- 
ed. England). Capudio (Gunnara*). Sa PMo 
iSpomrg). 

VHECMESOAVS LATE RESULTS: FA Cup AM 
round: Lacsaar 2 Southend 0 flntoeswOy at 
(tyre to Nomfch Off 5g*e 0 Sradpgt 2 IgWA- 
«w COuvyeuBv fo flwnlnShsm QM. TwrtHwmd 
replay*: NaweasOe 2 Chaiflon 1 laeC 
oTTed a) w FomO: Simrf- 

B n/OAn«ai2iAsiaafjr/meoOistalt^txa 
or tee*)- Tarewnta Seottteti Cup noanfrmaid 
replay: Irwemess CT 0 Stranraer 0 fae c ewer- 
msCrtciwdan TKsfe won « on penasres and 
^SMwnTiD Homaonf. Hn MM 


round replay: fanJey CeK® 2 Guseloy 0. Unffl- 
Cup saooad-fMml 

Droyttden 0 Atfron l«i 2 iaba, }**?Z£ 7mn, ■ 


Mton'eniS 5 BrtwortH a. Anon to- 
Sournerautf) 3 Pommooth 0; Bngiwn 1 Awn 


2Sis “ Bft" * Hum* 1 Hath 1- 




ELSE 7£TjhK AtffcM Bfiao 2 WUM 
S^25i.S|-to3rw)g(3eO" SEspanjtf 2 iaffi3- 


fessional satisfaction will be 
evident on the face of a certain 
Scottish centre. 

Talking of professionalism, 
Hastings has adapted to the 
pressures of full-time rugby 
with surprising ease. A family 
and career-minded man, it was 
not so many months ago that he 
pronounced himself too long in 
the tooth to start spending 
mornings in the gym rather 
than the office. The change 
of mind has been abrupt and 
complete. 

“Enthusiasm goes hand in 
clove with the Hastings name- 
I think people will credit both 
myself and my brother Gavin 
with that much - but in the pro- 
fessional age, enthusiasm is 
simply not enough. If you want 
to play at the top level - and I 
still want to very much indeed 
- you hav? to be prepared to do 
the necessaiy. 

“My own rugby situation has 
improved out of all recognition 
under the full-time regime. I am 
no longer under pressure to get 
back to the office after training, 
sort whatever needs sorting 
and then scramble across the 
city for another session some- 
where else. I now have the 
time to concentrate on the dis- 
ciplines of the game and as a re- 
sult, 1 believe professionalism 
will lengthen my rugby career 
rather than shorten it." 

Having embraced the forces 
of change with such zeal, Hast- 
ings now wants to see the pow- 
er brokers of the European 
game react similarly. He be- 
lieves the time-honoured Five 
Nations format has outgrown its 
usefulness and is in urgent need 
of a radical rethink if it is to re- 
tain its hold oq the sporting 
imagination. 

“The Five Nations is unique, 
but that does not mean it can 
survive the move to profes- 
sionalism without a degree of 
repackaging. I think on balance 
that Italy should be brought into 
the competition to provide new 
blood and I also believe that the 
tournament would benefit from 
a shorter timescale. 

“Ten weeks is too long. The 
matches should be played week- 
ly to keep the interest levels 
high. The quicker all the Eu- 
ropean nations get together 
and hammer out a common fix- 
ture approach capable of un- 
cluttering the northern 
hemisphere season once and for 
all the better." 


Golf 

BOB HOPE-CHHY5U3I CLASSIC (CaWornta) 
Laadtag Ikst-mimd scores (playan US untune 
notatt S3 L Rirttef. 64 S Jones M Caeavoe- 
cna. 65 JP Bufce; P GayOas; 3 Daly. T Totes. 58 
J Pamev* (Swej; R Cocnran: F Fun* J Co* s 
Gump: 1 Abraace 1 Enter. 67 J G£&&xr. C 
Boras, B McCalister F Zoehen PTwaurang) (NZ). 
P Jaconsen R Damns'); S Lyu (GBJ. 

SOUTH AFRICAN MASTERS (Port Edward] 
LoadtoS Ifast-round acarav (SA unto** BtetecQ; 
87 A da Sta (Brt. 71 M McNulty Om n B Pap- 
pas; M Beam IUSI; B Fbuchee: V PteRps iGB). 
72 N Hanrann; B On (US*; M Gorans: S Iteen- 
sore J HawteK S Wfanmarc m W#sh«k W Wan- 
ner 5 Pappas: P iwras. 73 G Pearson (US): D 
Pappas: D 1>rbleneft« R Grown: J Nngsteru I 
HutcMigs; W Bradley. 74 ) McHanv (Rep M): H 
Baton*. 

BOLDVm PRO-AM rretM0») Landtag JourttH 

-)GFi 


B5UIHC* ■» l“D4 - 

Zarag>aD'*8 2 
2U-ri- 


round mores: 279 G Furay 68 GS 74 66. 280 
A Stebome BG 70 73 72. 2S5 W LDrgJrac 73 
72 71 6S; G J Bland 69 7a 60 71 287 RWfcv 
dtuar 76 76 67 68. 2M P Wfly 77 68 TB 70: 
M Pbron 72 72 70 74: S Bonomley 73 75 71 
00 289 R Lbs 72 71 71 75. 380 H Bora) 75 
00 73 73. 292 0 Jones ,75 7571 71. 293 Ip 
Lloyd 74 74 74 71. 234 PCamffl 72 72 75 75. 
298S ftctetdson T4 76 71 7ST 

Hockey 

R H (Paddy) Setaran. one of hockey’s 
legendaiy umpires, has died In hospi; 
ta( in Mforthtng in his eighties. Sefmarr 
lost an arm in an accident before tak- 
ing up umpiring which led to him 
officiating m the first World Cup in 
Barcelona in 1071 and the 1972 
Olympics. 

Ice hockey 

NHL fttfejtft 3 Harttoa 0; 0Jt»2 NT Marnm 
1; OOfiwa 5 Wasrtngjon 1; Lcs Angffcs 3 J QrMV 
to 2; O0Kvado4 tarr^e Bay 2: St Lous J mjerax 
l; C^«y 2 Anaftem t Eammon 4 florofr 0. 
SUPBUAfiU& Art SteBWi Ewes 5 MancflOEier 
Storm 2 Ne«asBe CoSras B femfstute Bean 
4: SJwfteM Sttetere 6 Noton^nm Pantoera 3. 

Rugby Union 

Swansea have scrapped their plans to 
tour New Zealand m the summer after 
the Welsh Rugby Union told them that 



Scott Hastings, the Watsonians centre who will be winning his 63rd cap tomorrow 


Photograph: Empics 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Packer to 
televise 
Super 
League 

Rugby League 


DAVE HADF1ELD 

The reunification of a game 
ripped apart m Australia by the 
rivalry between media moguls 
is suddenly closer with the news 
that Kerry Packer’s TV network 
is to show Super League games. 

The Packers and Channel 
Nine have been the Australian 
Rugby League’s staunchest al- 
lies in their battle against Ru- 
pert Murdoch and Super 
League. But Keny's son. Jamie, 
has announced that Nine will 
show Super League as well as 
ARL matches this season. 

“The Nine Network tele- 
casting both ARL and Super 
League will increase the 
prospect of a unified rugby 
league competition, which we 
believe to be in the best inter- 
ests of the public, viewers and 
all panics,” he said. 

Unsurprisingly, Murdoch de- 
clared himself delighted with the 
new tum of events. “I applaud 
the successful outcome of ne- 
gotiations and I am pleased to 
resume cordial commercial re- 
lations with Nine,” he said. 

In Britain, the Rugby 
League's chief executive and 
chairman of Super League's in- 
ternational board, Maurice 
Lindsay, also celebrated. “It 
could even be the first step to- 
wards a single game in Australia, 
which, of course, would be to 
everyone's advantage." he said. 

But the ARLs chairman-. 
Ken Arthurson, admitted that 
he was stunned by his old allies 
striking a deal with his arch-ri- 
vals. “1 would be telling a lie if 
I said I didn't feel deeply 
wounded and bitterly disap- 
pointed," he said. "It’s not re- 
alty a great way to start the year, 
is it? Sometimes you really 
wonder what it's all about." 

Hie Great Britain captain. 
Andy Farrell, is struggling to be 
fit for Super League’s first in- 
ternational event of the season, 
the World Nines in Townsville 
in two weeks' time. Farrell has 
a niggling thigh injury and a de- 
cision wifi be made on his fitness 
over the next few days. 

St Heleas’ captain, Bobbie 
Goal ding, says that he has 
asked for a transfer, blaming 
“broken promises” for his wish 
to get away. The dub insists that 
it does not want him to go. 


Rodman in 
attack on 
cameraman 

Basketball 


The Chicago Bulls' Dennis 
Rodman is in trouble again 
after apparently (ticking a cam- 
eraman in the groin. 

Hie inddent happened when 
Rodman tumbled into a row of 
photographers during the 
Chicago Bulls' 112-102 away vic- 
tory against the Minnesota Tim- 
be rwo Ives on Wednesday night 
The photographer, Eugene 
Amos, was camea from the court 
on a stretcher. Rodman claims he 
hit Amos in the ihiefi: “I said, 
“What's wrong with you? I'm sor- 
ry I hit you.' .AD of a sudden be 
passed out It’s one thing to get 
hurt, but don't pretend ycu’re more 
seriously hurl than you are." 

Rodman, who head-butted a 
referee and was suspended for 
two games last month, said he 
has teen the subject of five law- 
suits relating to courtside inci- 
dents. “I think I’ll get some 
lawsuit papers next time I come 
up to Minnesota,” he added. . 


their international players could be re- 
quired to prepare for vu&ies’ fop to North 
America. 

Sumo 

GRAND nWRMWBVr (Tolgol FVOr dmy of IS: 
STiMsrwna twn 3, tea 2) tat OnyonaKai Ipryo: 
U-4j: Vamaro il-4i n Kotrbepcu i2-3<: Deem 
(4-D K Mbiesaio 13-3): TocWazuma (4-L) M 
Korashte Q-3i: Bkw (4-1) bt T «n» C-3): Kb- 
tonazuma (3-2l Bl Mfura*™ (3-2): Aonosna f3 
2) M Gaiyj C-31: Aoanma 123) W Kobmi Q-3i: 
Krtonauaka 13-21 m MinguAd (2 31: oatiisno 
[3-2) b( Qsroift*i tl-4j: Hamarasrwna il-4] n 
Aranmoka il-4i; Tanakas^ il-4) m Tatemnki 
13-21; ToesMOunn l4-li M Heornum I2-3 i; AJo- 
notlvma tf-3) M Kan® 12-3): Kara (411 M Mu- 
SOWBtnB (1-4); muranohena (SOi bl rtntwtfuran 
Q-3): hrtakactwJota (2-3J ai Takaronam i3-2): 
Mtosstwnaru (Sfo) (» KoranrtiiKl IO-5 i: Toeru- 
iw/aie U-4jbt TXanvuna {3-2/; 4 1 5- 
0l H AaateyucBKa (2-31. 

Tends 

AUSTRALIAN OPEN (Mcfiraorae; seeds In cap- 
ttafc} Man’s stogies second round: M Mood- 

tetfc (AJ6tUH&jny(Ai&8-l &Q ?-S:DHmav 

ISh Mh) U N Kuto (Swe) &2 6-1 6-2: N Godwin 
[SA)btGKuertsnlBra)6-7^06-16-0:S[>ap- 
er Wia)to?EW«t(Bd) 7^ 7 5 MkCWoodnjfl 
fUS) W J Norah iCz Rep) 6-2 7-6 6-i A K- 
RASATEGUI ISp) BIT CaiWneM iSpi 6-3 7-5 6-4; 
J COURIER iuS) bt S Dosedel iCc Rep) 4-6 6-2 
3S 6-1 6-«: PSM&rnS (US) trr A tfamw (Rom/ 
3-6 6-2 6-36-2; T MUSTER (Aut) MGSttfloM 
(SA> 6-3 6-2 6-2; J Tarango (US) to M Raswt 
(SMO 6-t 6-1 6-1; J K^psen*! (Gal M JR Ftoun- 
an {Ffl 6-2 7-6 7-5: * COSTA (Spj to J Iwjsoh 
tStotfokJ 6-1 7-6 7-S R Furtan (flj to P Tramac- 
Cto (Aim) 7-66-7 6-2 7-6; 6 IVANISEVIC fCmai 
MKKucaa rSKwaW 6-* 6-7 6-i 
Uan^ doubteo tost rnuMt: P Mono (A/» and 
p Nww iswei to L P*nek (Cz Ren) and B Tai- 
boi (SAi 7-5 6-4; D Fiacn (USi and tj iwmeun 
(US) to C Ferreira (SA) and G Kras (Hun) 6-3 
64; S UREAU (Can) and A O'BRIEN (USI M B 
HtoBWfo JSA) and M Mm)): (Balai 4-6 6-3 6-0; 
T nemows (Neth) and T Nijssen (Nemi su to 

Japa- ISAJendCvan RenstyS ^A/4-68-36- 
4; J GRABB (US) and R RENEBtRC. (US) to J Crate 
(Aus) and T ladtoem (Ausl &4 6-2: J BJ0RKMAN 
(S*e>and N KULTI (S«j on B Beteere iUS) and 
S Conran (IJSl &4 6-3; M Gartner iGen and D 
pw»gi (Sa) « B Huerm ran and F iM&n 
6-3 6-4; B BLACh Cmi am G COWCLL (Coni 
to L Jensen (US) ana M Jensen (US) 6-0 ^-4; S 
Orarw and B Steven HO to T Henman rGB> 

irto J Swnennk; (Neto) 6-3 64; B LE4CH 3rd J 


STAFK l US) W T Mimrt ted G StfcocK (Ausl &o 
6-4: T WOOOSfaDQE and M WOOOFORDE (Aus) 
to A Kracmarm and M Teooun iAus) fr3 7-e; E 
FBVSRA (SA) and P GAIBunM (US) to S Oosadd 
end P Vcner (Cz Rep) 6-3 60: M WOUAES (Bate 
era D NESTOR (Can) to J EApe and A Ftorant (Ausl 
6-4 6-3; G Munef and K UUyea (SAj bt J Horns 
and A PmertAusl 6-3 3-6 6-1; K Jonas and S 
Webnte IUSI to T CaitMnM and A Comsja (So) 
3-6 6J 6-4 

Woman's Mn0u, snoond round: P Scmtyflw 
(Swirl « M Endo Ltapau 6-0 04; A SANCHEZ 
VWARW (SpitoSdaWeiBeni-OrwAHU- 
BERtGert RFLuUan fltj 4-66-2 6-0; Sni-Ttog 
UUfC (Tad to j Bbwrtje IUS 7-5 6-3; M UNGB 
(SmU Bl Raymond (US) 64 6-2; S Hamoua for 
Rep! M A-G S4M (Fr) 64 4-6 B-ft S F3WU IW 
Bl P Suoki (A® 6-4 6-1; B Sflheo lAuU to A 
Fusai (Ft) 2-0 7-5 7-& K HAB&UDOVA iSkMkl 
to N Bradtke (Ausi 63 6-3' H Nagyora (Stow*) 
to F Littat (AW 6-3 B-2: R Draeornr (Rom) M V 
Ruaro-Raccua) iSp) 7-6: 6 1; W FERREIRA (M) 
U J Frana lArg) 6-3 3-6 6-2 6-L C Ruud (Nor) 
to L Pass (Iron 6-2 6-2 6-2; D van Roost iBefi 
to Y Ycnnraa uapanj 4-6 7-5 5-3; MJ FERNAN- 
DEZ (USl K Y BdHAl Rrqi 7-5 64; I SPIRLEA 
(RomJttU KIU0BISAJ 6-1 s-tMQatowraaffto) 
In M Tu (USI 64 0-7 6-1; K Brand ruSI to N 
ion LnaumiFO 6-0 1-8 64: C RUW (USV M S 
Te-aud IFit 6-2 6-1. 

Women's donates, Art rmmtLlSLANO (Lad 
and H SUKOVA (C5 Rep) to E Etekann (US) and 
S FWdWSt'J |F0 6-1 6-3; A E1MXXI (Aus) find N 
Prat (Aus) to L Comma 1 C 2 Rapi andDKrfr- 
pWwa iSiorak) 6-1 e-O: SJVPELMANS (Bell 
and M OREMANS HMM to V CSurgp (Hunj and 
C PapaBUh (Grt 6-1 6-3; A Fraser IUS) and K 
Po (US) bt A Cartssnn (Swe) and K Studandcwa 
raomo 6-2 6-2: G FERNANDEZ (US) end A 
SANOCZVIMniSpI toACo«w(SA)andM 
Plen»(Frl6-3E-2;CMARWSZ(Sp)andP7ARA- 
BWI (Aij) M V MtotmeK (Gar) and C Sctaader 
(Gert 6-16-3; 4 Huber ffier) and BRK&rar (Gar) 
bl C Bwc*av (Aus) ana KA Ouse (Ausj 6-1 4-6 
t-3: L OauENJORT (USi and L RAYMOMJ (USi 
to: R Grants mj and A Suayama Uopon) 6-3 7-& 


SNOW REPORT - in association with Thomas Cook Ski Di 


l Ckxnxnftegui (A re) end A Montbhi iSpl M A 
letuere (US) and G Pisiiio ft) 64 2-6 7-5: 
P (VBouinis (Can) and C M«anu (US) to R 
Kschrandi (Autl and 0 ScWt (Aut) 64 6-1; S 
Kratncheva (Huft and F Pwfera ft) « W Pmba 
(Geri and P sennyder (S mu 6-3 64; ECaMns 
(Bed ane G Hdgeson-Neisen (VSIUMVfenfel- 
MimejKc and i Wtotuneu-Jones (USi 6-2 &0; 
E De Lone (US) and C Wood iGfl) lit L Gofcrsa 
riu and a-G Sun Ift) &3 7-6; N Bradtke and 
R McQuitan (Ausi to E Manrowa (Cl Rep) and 
E Waster IGen 6-3 4-6 6-3. A RSA1 (Ft) and 
M R« 'Are M D Joras (Ausj ana T Tanasugam 
(Thai) 6-3 64. 


SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and waathar reports 
from 180+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or lax: 

0891 333110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a-g lance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180+ resorts world- 
wide: 

0897 500 601 


SKIFAX 


Where to find the 
best snow ■ by tax 
Call SKIFAX - the ski facts: 
0897 300 301 


SKICODES 


For a fax Rst of 180+ 
resort codes: 
0990100 343 

Qtebttfii senneaoatSOp 


SKI 

DIRECT 


Snow reports 






Raton 

ANDORRA 

Comment 

Am 

open 

Last 

snow 

L.WT 

cm 

Upp 

era 

Forecast 

Pal - 

..Some hard packed 

100% 

9.1 

so 

130 

Bum 

Onui ftoJg 

AUSTRIA 

..Powdery up lop 

100% 

9.1 

130 

130 

Clear slues 

Kirchdorf 

..Dry. rep cover on Steinptane 90% 

4.1 

10 

50 

Bnghl 

KRztailirt 

..Harp base. ice. uowb 

65% 

4.1 

5 

20 

Brlgm 

tenuous 

CANADA 

..Hard pacted. icy patches 

80% 

4.1 

lb 

4b 

Sunny, mud 

Lake Louisa ... 

..tty. powdery snow 

100% 

13.1 

110 

165 

L'STI wfnrfe 

WbbUer - 

FRANCE 

..Powder/ gowned powder 

100% 

13.1 

220 

220 Osar, suraiy 

Sopeens 

..Powdery up icp 

95% 

9.3 

45 

250 

Blue stoes 

Sene CbcvaBar-Hard packed tower down 

100% 

9.1 

80 

700 

Sunny 

Ttpws,.... 

ITALY 

.cold, dry sticm 

95% 

9.1 

100 

130 

Bnm 

Sehra 

..Some artificial snow 

100% 

6.1 

30 

120 

CofeL dear 

Sanskaria 

..Great stt fewis 

75% 

9.1 

170 

300 

Clear 

Vi8o 

SWTRBtUtfD 

..Good wuer throughout 

100% 

9J. 

bO 

160 

Sunny 

StModU 

..Criso ’and dry 

100% 

7.1 

85 

210 

Frae 

Veibfcr 

UNTIED STATES 

..Mainly packed powder 

93* 

10.1 

50 

no 

Clear 

Jackson Hota . 

IViiwL., Virkrlffifl rvwvVv 

100% 

15.1 

270 

295 

Ctoudy 

Keystone ...... 

..Powder/paded powder 

100% 

15.1 

170 

I/O 

OoutVSnwr 


0B97 S«nbas cos CUiKi* GAO 


in ms etSOftiii • 

Hdpanrr 0090 133 

iiiimsgB 




m 

r 



Call Ski Direct on 01733 33 55 13 














Fans frozen out 

Glenn Moore presses for fair play 
in foul weather, page 26 


sport 
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Hastings still hungry 

Chris Hewett meets Scotland's 
most capped player, page 27 


< * 



Football 

GUY HODGSON 


• page £.KJ 


Ferguson will step down in three years’ time 

!?!! nmager yesterday revealed he continuing as manager beyond when I signed this contract and envy of the Premimhip and has Middesbrougb bottom of footbaHwben Jd°n 


Some managers succumb under 
the pressure and go to Florida, 
others lie awoke at night wor- 
rying when the chairman's vote 
of confidence will come. Alex 
Ferguson has the luxury of an- 
nouncing his retirement date. 

The Manchester United 


mafla ^r yesterday revealed he 
will give up the position when 
his contract runs out in three 
years' time. His one ambition in 
the meantime is to emulate his 
most illustrious predecessor. 
Sir Matt Busby, and win the Eu- 
ropean Cup. “1 can see the fin- 
ishing line," Ferguson, who was 
appointed in November 1986, 
said. “When this contract runs 
out HI be 58 and I can't see me 


continuing as manager beyond 
that.* 1 He also quelled any sug- 
gestion that winning the Euro- 
pean Cup beforehand will bring 
forward that retirement date. 

“What we achieve this season 
will have no bearing on the is- 
sue,' 1 he said. “My position at 
this club won't be changing be- 
fore the end of my current con- 
tract. I committed myself to 
United for a further three years 


Transfer rejig 


to hike clubs 1 


wage bills 


ALAN NIXON 


The English game's transfer 
system is set to be overhauled 
this summer, with all out-of-con- 
traci players over the age of 24 
allowed to change clubs without 
a transfer fee. 

The change would be certain 
to have far-reaching effects. 
Cubs will be more anxious 
than ever to put tbeir better 
players on long contracts, which 
in turn could lead to inflation 
in players’ wages, while trans- 
fer fees paid to smaller clubs 
couid shrink substantially. 

News of the imminent 
change has already started to af- 
fect the transfer market. Most 
big dubs have put their best 
men on long-term contracts, but 


many of those with players 
whose deals run out this sum- 
mer are considering selling 
them now, rather than see them 
leave without compensation at 
the end of the season. 

The players, meanwhile, are 
likely to be tempted to wait un- 
til the summer. Chelsea’s Mark 


Stein, for example, currently on 
loan at Stoke and valued at f lm. 


loan at Stoke and valued at f lm, 
has only to wait until the end of 
June and can then move for free. 

The proposed change is out- 
lined in a working paper pro- 
duced by Graham Kelly, the 
Football Association's chief ex- 
ecutive. and distributed in the 


last few days to representative 
bodies within the game. 


bodies within the game. 

The move is a direct conse- 
quence of last year’s Bosnian rul- 
ing by the European Court, 


I’ve given up drinking’ 



Brian Clough, at 61, says he 
has finally responded to 
pleas from fam#y and 
friends to stop (kinking. 
“Thatis perfectly true, and 
rve caut it out totally, ” he 
said- But in a two-part 
interview for Sky TV, last 
night and tonight, Clough 
denied he ever had a drink 
problem. “W& celebratory." 
he said. “You cfctnk because 
somebody says: There’s a 
glass of champagne, it’ll go 


lovely with that European 
Clough, who resighed 
as manager of Nottingham 
Forest in 1993 after winning 
eight trophies, also denied 
he was seriously II during a 
recent spell In hospital T 
had a knee operation that 
set me back a wee bit, but 
if people want to write 
about me at death’s door, 
good luck to them. I hope 
everybody feels as good as 
IfeeT Photograph: Sky News 
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By Sparing 


Thursday’s solution 



aidfJQJHUUU E10L1UUH 
OBunaiiiEiE 
D □ S 01 □ EJ □ ID D Q □ □ Q Q K1 
EjnniERranu 
uotiunou DDUHUiaE 
0 □ g ray a 
0HEQHE10C1 H0B0CJ 

□ U BO ED 
EQBOQ QEBGQIinB 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
HBEQtJDH QQQQDGlti 

□ B00Q0DE 
UI30B0HDBHOBHnH0 
SDQQQDQS 
13011000 0G0HIIQG0 



ACROSS 

\ One day, items to be trans- 
lated will include Old and 
Middle English (8) 

5 Gap where river enters 
sandy area (6) 

9 Traditionally crafted by one 
providing personal service, 
we’re told (S) 

10 Gland surrounded by 
healthy muscle (6) 

11 Iris makes wonderful crum- 


23 Where film’s presumably to 
be seen behind closed 


doors (2, 6) 

24 Student read out recipe in 
food store (6) 

25 Exemption for one legisla- 
tor with integrity (8) 

26 Mixed drink is quick and 
convenient (6) 

27 Since art's subtle, its more 
revealing (8) 


pets (8) 
12 Sham rx* 


12 Shampoo container's 
something of a pain, in a 
way (6) 

14 Casual garment decorated 
with beads? (10) 

18 Words for television plugs? 
(5-5) 


DOWN 

Doctrine introduced by 


school leads to split (6) 
Fecdmg-trougb from 


6 Try again last two parts of 
exercise - you'll need to 
practise (8) 

7 Give weapons to presiding 
officer, taking no active 
part (8) 

S Don’t deride on a course 
that's apt to get you lost (8) 

13 Cypriot man misrepresent- 
ed by Macaulay, for in- 
stance? (10) 

15 Bowling when everyone’s 
in protective gear fS) 

16 State coach (8) 


22 Articles penned by bishop, 
indeed to) 


Fecdmg-trougb from 
Bavaria, maybe, with inter- 
changeable parts (6) 

New York broad often in 
the soup? 16 ) 

Psychic given acknowledge- 
ment in radio broadcasts 
(6. *) 


17 Clergyman always having 
to tear around (8) 


to tear around (8) 

19 Planet finally completes a 
revolution (6) 


20 Tuscan family seen by the 
sea here in France (6) 


sea here in France (6) 

21 Long, weary shift for bar- 
man? (6) 


when 1 signed this contract and 
I will definitely see it through." 

The announcement will in- 
evitably cause a three-year 
stampede of speculation as to 
who will succeed Ferguson, 
whose record at United in- 
cludes two Doubles, three 
championships, three FA Cup 
wins and the European Cup- 
Winners 1 Cup. He has also cre- 
ated a youth set-up that is the 


envy of the Prernieiship and bas 
already produced three England 
internationals in Gary and Phil 
Neville and David Beckham. 

Ferguson's nominated heir is 
his assistant, Brian Kidd, al- 
though he is said to be reluctant 
to step into the media spotlight 
that goes with the job. Bryan 
Robson, a former captain, 
would have been the support- 
ers' choice 12 months ago but. 


with Middlesbrough bottom of 
the Prernieiship. that situation 
has changed. 

A gap of three years allows 
senior players now to cut their 
teeth in management to be 
ready far the year 2000. Another 
erstwhile captain, Steve Bruce, 
comes into that category while 
a maverick candidate might by 
Eric Cantona, who is 31 in 
May and who has suggested be 


wfflwant to stay ip football when 
he slops playing. 

Ferguson, meanwhile, is un- 
likely’ to altow the imminence of 
His retirement to diminish a 
hunger tosucceed that shows no 
sign of being sated by honours. 
“I have completed 10 years at 
Old Txafibrd. 1 ’ he said, “and I 
am as ambitious now as the day 
. I arrived. You never become in- 
different to success, or at least 


I don't. Every single day is im- 
portant and that is how I wjU 
view this job until the time 
comes to step down. 

“I have had it in my mind for 
some time that I would stand 
aside when I readied 58. But 
you never know for certain 
what circumstances will prevail 
three years down the line. 
Whatever happens in the future, 
I intend to stay active." 


which gave out-of-contract play- 
ers the right to move to anoth- 
er country without a transfer fee. 

In the wake of the ruling, Uefa, 
the European game's governing 
body, was put under pressure in 
legal quarters to scrap the system 
of transfer fees in its entirety. 
However, it has been felt with- 
in the game that a transfer sys- 
tem had to be kept in order to 
give smaller dubs the incentive 
to develop young players. 

Under present rules in 
Britain, a player at the end of 
his contract has two choices if 
he wants to move. If he goes 
abroad, he is free to negotiate 
his move and his former chib is 
not entitled to a fee. If he stays 
in Britain he can negotiate a 
move, but the recanting dub ei- 
ther has to agree a fee with the 
selling dub or the fee is decid- 
ed by a transfer tribunal. 

With the new proposals, an 
out-of-contract player of any age 
could stfil move abroad without 
a fee. Players under 24 - whether 
in or out of contract - would be 
subjectlo transfer fees, aswould 
players under contract over the 
age of 24. Those out of contract 
and over 24 would be able to 
move without a fee. 

Uefa. would like to have such 
a system - which is based on a 
scheme that has operated suc- 
cessfully in France for several 
years - in place across the 
whole of Europe. 

The Professional Footballers' 
Association and most dubs in 
England support the move, al- 
though there may be some ob- 
jections from those clubs with 
several players out of contract 
this summer. 

The PFA fears that another 
test case could destroy the 
transfer system in its entirety. In 
Scotland, for example, an Air- 
drie player, Chris Honour, is 
challenging the validity of his i 
contract through the courts. 

The Scottish PFA prefers a 
cut-off point at the age of 21 1 
rather than 24 and will seek its 
members’ opinions over the | 
next fortnight. 

Many of Scotland's leading I 
players - for example, Davie ! 
Robertson, the Rangers left- i 
back - are out of contract this | 
summer and could become 
prime targets for English dubs. I 



Lloyd puts 
his foot in 
it again 
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Alec Stewart, the England wicketkeeper, catches out New Zealand's Mark Haslam 


Photograph: Ross Setford/PA 


Tufnell completes easy win 

iet Siiverwood'* 3 air 29, from their confidence high following to Nick Knight at sillv pi 


The England coach. David 
Lloyd, will not have endeared 
himself to Zimbabweans yes- 
terday when he spoke about his 
teampreferring “the food, cli- 
mate and people of New JL 
Zealand". - 

Lloyd put his foot in it fol- 
lowing England's emphatic in- 
nings victory over a New 
Zealand Select side, which went 
some way to help his team for- 
get the first stage of their win- 
ter tour, which included a 3-0 
one-day international series de- 
feat in "Zimbabwe. 

“Were very pleased to kick 
off the New Zealand leg with a 
win as that breeds con tent- 
meat,” Lioyd said. “The obser- 
vation we are more comfortable 
in New Zealand is valid. The 
food, dimate and people are all 
more familiar." 

Lloyd's assessment of why his 
side is happier in New Zealand 
was brutally frank - but it is a 
true reflection of the new pos- 
itive state of mind within the 
England camp. Mike Atherton ' 
and Graham Thorpe may still 
be struggling for runs, as in' Zim- 
babwe. Andy Caddick may still 
be failing to make any impact y 
and Jack Russell is still surplus i; 
to England’s Test plans, but oth- r , 
erwise everyone is happier. Jjw < 

Phil Tufnell took 5 for 
against the Select side and v . 
Lloyd said: “Tuffers bowled 
very weflin what I thought was 
a very professional bowling per- 
formance." Chris Siiverwood : ; 

claimed 3 for 29 to put himself i 

in contention for the first Test ] 
against New Zealand in Auck- > 

land next Friday. “It’s interest- . ; 
ing to hear the opposing 
batsmen confirming he bowls a 
heavy ball," Lloyd said. 
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Cricket 

MARK BALDWIN 
reports from Palmerston North 
NZ Select XI 138 & 176 
England 427-8 dec 
England win by an Innings & 
113 runs 


England’s winter woes are slow- 
ly being put behind them in New 
Zealand, with Phil Tufhell tak- 
ing 5 for 58 to spearhead a con- 
vincing innings and 113-run 
victory against the New Zealand 
Select XI here yesterday. 

Yorkshire’s 21 -year old pace 
bowler, Chris Siiverwood, also 


Siiverwood’:* 3 for 29, from 
three impressive spells, looks to 
have put him ahead of the dis- 
appointing Andy Caddick in the 
Test stakes, while Tufnell ’s con- 
tinued success on what is seen 
to be a rehabilitation tour could 
leave England’s selectors with 
a tricky choice between him and 
Robert Croft in Auckland. 

England leave Palmerston 
North for Hamilton, for a final 
Test warm-up four-day match 
against Northern Districts, with 


staked a big claim for a place in 
next week’s first Test. The New 


next week’s first Test. The New 
Zealand coach. Steve Rixon. ad- 
mitted afterwards that he was 
the one with the headaches. 

English spirits were also lift- 
ed by the sight of their wicket- 
keeper Jack Russell, fielding in 
place of flu victim Craig White, 
making a run out from cover. 

The Select XJ were finally 
dismissed for 176 an hour after 
lunch, with the end being de- 
layed only by some lusty late hit- 
ting from Danny Morrison. 


Scoreboard 

Rn3l aw at four. &\gtond wn loss 

NEW ZEALAND SELECT XI -First timings 138 

ICW* 4-151. 

ENGLAND - ftnt Inning* 427 Mr B dac (A J 
Stewart 153. N Hussain 139; 0 K Momwn 
4-au 

NEW ZEALAND SELECT XI - Second timings 

C J Speamon c AtherWl b Cork 6 

BA Pocochc Hussan oTuftKfl 43 

TA C Pawn c Stewart b Sflwnwod 13 

M A Home c Km0\t o TiAiefl - 11 

nw J GnwtbauJi ron out 10 

J T C vsugsn c Knight b Stalwart 1 

L G Howefl c Tlifnefl 0 SJiusntood - .31 


t j Wserrtan Km b Tufnell — 0 

j Hadem c Stewart b Tutnd .3 

D K Momsan si Srawrt b Tufnefl - 30 

R j tamert* not out _16 

Extras IR>7 no5t 12 

Total (70J, MM) 176 

Fa* 1-C 2 34 3^55 4-75 5-78 6-99 7 -99 8- 
122 9-158. 

Bowling: Colt 14-1-58-1; Caddick 1&8-24-0: 
Starwood 14.1-5-29-3; Tufiiefl 24-8-58-5. 
Umpire*: S Donne and Q Quested. 

ENOAND WON BY AM NWGS MO 113 RUNS 


their confidence high following 
what their coach David Lloyd 
described as “a very profes- 
sional, aggressive performance”. 

Russell will not play against 
Northern Districts - tie is trav- 
elling to Auckland to gain some 
alternative match practice by 
turning out for a club side. Ta- 
kapuna. tomorrow. 

“This result has not helped me 
very much." Rixon said. “Despite 
what happened in Zimbabwe, 
this England side is full of dan- 
gerous players and they axe far 
better prepared than us at the 
moment for Test cricket” 

Rixon has organised a onc- 
omings. two-day match against 
Auckland next Monday and 
Tuesday in a late attempt to get 
his national squad into some 
sort of shape for the first TesL 
Most of New Zealand’s leading 
players hare played no first-class 
matches since returning from 
their tour of Pakistan in early 
December. 

The Select XI resumed yes- 
terday on 25 for 1, still 264 runs 
in arrears. Siiverwood struck the 
initial bldw in the sixth over by 
having Adam Parpre caught at 
the wicket. Matthew Home fell 


to Nick Knight at silly point, the 
ball flying off a lending edge as 
Home tried to flick Tufnell to 
leg. At 75 for 3 came Russell's 
sprint, pick-up and direct hit to 
run out Mark Greatbatch for 10, 
Siiverwood returned to have 
Justin Vhughan smartly held low 
to his left at second slip by 
Knight and then Tufnell teased 
out the lower order. 


NEW ZEALAND (First Test v Engfamd, 
Auckland, 24-28 Jan} from: L K Gentian 
leapt wktl. B A \toung. B C Rxock, A C 
Parore. S P Fleming. N J Astte. C L Cams. 
J T C Vauguan. D N Patel. S B Doufl. 0 K 
Momson. M J Haslam. 
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Scots lose McKenzie 





Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 
reports from Edinburgh 


All Scottish eyes were on 
Gregor Townsend yesterday as 
the prodigiously gifted midfield 
playmaker strove manfully to 
shake off the effects of a strained 
neck muscle in lime for tomor- 
row’s Five Nations match with 
Wales at Murrayfield. As it 
turned out, the panic was centred 
on the wrong man; while 
Townsend showed signs of im- 
provement under treatment, 
Kevin McKenzie, the efferves- 
cent hooker from Stirling Coun- 
ty, was fighting a losing battle 
against neck problems of his own. 

McKenzie, an ever-present in 
the Scottish side since the start 
•=f last year's tournament, was in 
severe pain with a damaged disc 
and withdrew on doctors advice. 
Graham Ellis, of Currie, wins a 
first cap as his replacement. 

Tlie Scots could ill afford a 
weakening of their already sus- 
pect front row: while Dave 
Hilton, the loose-head prop 
from Bath, is now a seasoned 
front-row campaigner, Matti 


Stewart, the Northampton 
tigbt-hcad, is still an interna- 
tional novice. No one would de- 
scribe McKenzie as an imposing 
physical specimen - at 5ft 6in 
and less than 15 stones, he is the 
smallest Test hooker in world 
rugby - but equally, no one 
could deny that he punches fus 
weight at "the top level. 

News of McKenzie's injuiy 
reached the Welsti camp as 
they flew into Edinburgh last 
night. Jon Humphreys, the 
Welsh captain, was diplomatic 
when questioned about the ab- 
sence of his direct opponent - 
“I understand Ellis is a very 
good player,” he said - but he 
added: *’I came up against 
McKenzie last year and found 
him an extremely tough com- 
petitor. In international rugby, 
the individual contests tend to 
he pretty even but I remember 
die 1 996 game against the Scots 
in Cardiff as being veiy hard in 
the front row." 

At least the Scots were opti- 
mistic of Townsend's chances of 
turning out. Duncan Hodge, the 
uncapped goal kicker from Wu- 
sonians, was still with the squad 
last night after his precaution- 


ary promotion from the A team, 
but the feeling at Murrayfield 
was that the back division would 
appear tomorrow as selected. 

Nine tenths of the Scottish 


WHEN you 


rugbvpublic appear to believe 
that Townsend should play at 
outside-half rather than out- 
side-centre, but Kevin Bowring, 
the Welsh coach, was wary of 
questioning the logic of the 
home selectors in putting so 
much space between their most 
exciting attacking weapon and 
the forwards at the heart of the 
action. 

“You a<k me if it's a relief that 
Gregor will not be wearing the 
stand-off’s shirt, but I’m not so 
sure it's good news for us.” he 
said. “He’s a threat wherever he 
plays on the pitch and we are 
well aware of the damage he can 
cause out wide. 

“What I do know is that the 
Scottish coaches have worked 
very hard on Craig Chalmers, a 
very experienced outside-half jn 
his own right, and thev believe 
he can more the ball wide at the 
right limes. It’s a formidable 
proposition with both Chalmers 
and Townsend involved." 

Ireland's new coach, page 27 
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